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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


There are several legislations with the United Kingdom that underpin safeguarding of children. Some of these are relevant to all the United Kingdom, however others are specific in Wales.
A ‘child at risk’ is defined in Part 7 of The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act [SSWB[W]A] (2014) section 130 (4) as “a child who ‘is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm”. Under the Wales Safeguard procedures (2019) it is everyone’s responsibility to report if they have suspicion, concerns or knowledge of a child that is suffering or at risk of harm or abuse. The Children’s Act 1989 is the encompassing legislation for safeguarding children

Within Wales there are specific time scales a Practitoner must adhere to once a referral has been placed where there has been concerns raised regarding a child’s safety. Once the referral has been submitted, the local authority should determine a response within 24 hours. The Practitoner then has 45 days to complete the assessment.

SSWB[W]A (2014) underpins and within Part 7 section 130 it identifies that if there is “reasonable cause to suspect that a child is a child at risk and appears to be within the authority's area” then people have a duty to report. ‘Partner agencies’ that may share information during safeguarding concerns are members of the public, the police, health, social care and education. This demonstrates that they are working under section 28 of the Children’ Act (2004).  

The Children’s Act (1989) is the main encompassing legislation in Wales regarding Safeguarding. Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989 an investigation into the family’s life is compulsory if there is risk or concerns of child protection issues. On the other hand, there have been sections of the Children’s Act (1989) have been relocated in the SSWB[W]A. Parts 6,4 and 3 of the SSWB[W]A (2014) now provide practitioners with guidance during protecting and safeguarding children in Wales.  Under section 21 of the SSWB[W]A this allows practitioners to undertake proportionate assessments to be carried out of a child who maybe in need of care and support. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedure (2019) works at standardising practice across Wales and ensuring there is less differences between the individual Local Safeguarding Boards. The Natonal Independent Safeguarding Board Wales was created under SSWBA (2014), and their main objectives are to support safeguarding boards within local authorities to ensure effective support and advice and ensure adequate and effective reports to safeguard children within Wales. Child and Youth Safeguarding: Unifying the Region (CYSYR) is also the Welsh word for reassurance is the regional safeguarding board for mid and west Wales. Their aim is to work in a multi-agency approach to ensure effectiveness of safeguard and promote wellbeing of children, young people and adults. 

Another statutory framework is Working together to safeguard People (Welsh Government, 2022). This framework discusses the importance of multi-agency- collaboration to ensure protection of the child in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Word Count: 497






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).


Within this essay I will reflect on and discuss the differences between safeguarding in adults and children in practice. When considering the differences between safeguarding in adults’ and children, I will consider this within the Welsh context of social work. Within Wales both adults’ and children’s safeguarding are under the Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) Act (SSWB[W]A) (2014). The main differences between safeguarding adults and children are capacity and consent. 

The first difference between safeguarding adults and children’s services is capacity Mental Capacity is when an individual is able to make specific decisions for themselves. The Mental Capacity Act (2005) considers that an individual over the age of 16 is presumed to have mental capacity, unless identified otherwise. This allows them to also make unwise decisions relating to risks. 

When working with children under the age of 16 there is no presumption of mental capacity other than Gillick Competency. Gillick v West Norfolk and Wisbech Health Authority (1986) was the initial case law that started the process of allowing children under the age of 16 to be assessed to understand if they are aware of what is being proposed. Gillick competency can also be overridden by the Children Act 1989 if safeguarding concerns arise. 

However, within the Children’s Act (1989) individual’s aged 16-17 years of age are still seen as children. If they are seen as needing safeguarding then consent would be overridden in accordance with the Children Act 1989, over the Mental Capacity Act 2005 which defines a 16-year-old an adult. Although consent is not required within undertaking an assessment of an adult at risk, it can make it very difficult if a person with mental capacity declines these options. However, there are provisions within the Wales Safeguarding Procedure’s 2019 where consent can be overridden for such, risk to life, coercive control. 

When a child is under investigation for risk of neglect, their consent is not needed to investigate these concerns. Moreover, it is important to still listen to the child’s wishes and feelings to promote positive outcomes for the child. 

Within Children safeguarding there are specific time scales that a practitioner needs to work within. An assessment must be completed within four days of the referral being made. Whereas in adults safeguarding there are no specific time frames within Wales.
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