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[bookmark: _Toc29315807]Introduction

This report contains details of the website ‘Cold Blooded’ that was developed, showing the requirements of the page, evidence of implementation, the validity of it’s its HTML & CSS, and any corrections to this. There is then an evaluation of the web site based on usability, SEO and accessibility, as well as a short research discussion on them.
[bookmark: _Toc29315808]

Requirements

The website is an introduction to the world of keeping reptiles and other exotic pets. It is aimed primarily at people of any age who is looking to either getting their first reptile, or maybe they already have an exotic pet, but would like some basic information to help them choose their next pet, based on a simple comparison between some of the most popular exotic pets. 

The website has 5 pages in total, and is made of a homepage, which outlines the content of the whole website, by showing the current ‘Top 3’ reptiles, and links for users to click on to these to go to a dedicated page for said pet to view detailed information about it. There are three of these pages implemented ( Ball Python, Bearded Dragon and Axolotl.)

There is also a page dedicated to basic care information, explaining that as these are exotic pets, and each one has very specific care requirements. In addition to this, the same page also outlines the importance of where you get your pet from and the pros and cons to how you get your pet. 

This website would be relevant to anyone who is unfamiliar with exotic pets in general or is looking for specific information about an exotic pet they do not already own.
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[bookmark: _Toc29315810]Screenshots

[bookmark: _Toc29315811]Index.html
[image: ]	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Be careful with your choice of colours ensuring that you have enough contrast between the text and background colours/images. The black text against the stone background is low contrast and users are likely to find it difficult to read.
The main menu links also have a low contrast against the background.
The layout of the page also requires some improvements. Although, you have used the grid rows and columns, the narrow blocks of text could be better displayed.
The social media links in the footer should be removed as they do not link to anywhere and are redundant.
[bookmark: _Toc29315812]Care.html
[image: ]
	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: The layout of this page also requires some improvement.
For text-heavy content, find ways to break up the content e.g. using spacing, paragraphs and images. Also do not display blocks of text in centred styles. This should be used for small blocks of text e.g. headings or something within a block of text that you want to draw a user’s attention to.
The same comment applies to the other pages.
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BeardedDragon.html[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Toc29315817]HTML
Errors/Warnings
There were several errors where I had used the ‘align’ attribute in the HTML rather than using it in the CSS. These were shown by the validator as being obsolete.

There were also several errors where I had made an element ‘blurb’, used for general text on the website, a child element of div, where this is not allowed.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Please avoid using obsolete (not in use any more, having been replaced by something newer and better) as well as invalid HTML tags. Some examples:
<blurb> is not a HTML tag and you should use CSS to specify your font styles. 


[bookmark: _Toc29315818]CSS
Errors/Warnings
There were no errors with the CSS, so it was shown by the validator, so it was shown that the CSS validates as CSS Level 3 + SVG.
Corrections
After validating the pages and seeing that there were some errors with the HTML, I have removed the obsolete attribute ‘align’ in the html, as I had found that the CSS already contained these attributes so were redundant as well as obsolete.

	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: Hmmm, no you have not removed them
[bookmark: _Toc29315819]
Evaluation
[bookmark: _Toc29315820]Term Research
[bookmark: _Toc29315821]Usability
Web usability is a measure of how user friendly, how intuitive a website is. It should be easy to use and links in with accessibility, with the main idea that anyone who is at least basically computer literate will be able to navigate and make use of the website. This not only applies to a general layout of the design of the website, it goes further and takes in the term ‘responsiveness’, in relevance to a website design which can be viewed on any size device, from mobile devices, which tend to have lower screen space/resolution, up to mainstream computer monitors/laptops. 
In building websites with this idea in mind, it can reduce the work needed to design a website because one design will work across all viewing formats. This takes away the need for making a mobile only and desktop only design separately. This would improve also the content consistency under maintenance and updating purposes. As well as the design of the website, a website must also be fit for the purpose for which it is intended.
In terms of the user, it is about having no obstacles to viewing, maintaining engagement with the website. In the words of Schneiderman [1], ‘the users of a website have to be motivated to read it, think about it, discuss it, and even complaint about it’. He talks about the guidelines that have been set in place for web design, and summarises them as a collection of experience from designers who have hacked their way through the ‘unruly design landscape and then distilled their experience into compact and generalisable aphorisms or patterns’. 

The demand for usability has come from years of design with no guidance and simply trying to see what works, but we are now in an age where through vigorous research and experience and reiterations of guidelines, we can design websites which exceed previous levels of usability.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: What are they?


[bookmark: _Toc29315822]SEO
Search engine optimisation is a technique, which has a multitude of methods, to assist users in finding the right information they need from what they search for online using search engines like Google and Yahoo for example. Without SEO, we would have to find websites manually through word of mouth/recommendations from others and store them as bookmarks so we could use them again. With SEO, you can type what you want on a Search Engine, and because so much time and research has been invested into SEO, you have an almost definite guarantee of finding what you were looking for. 

The methods of SEO are several, and as listed in Nursel’s paper on SEO [2], one of the ways to use SEO is to list key words in your website that are relevant to its content. In doing this, by adding keywords in meta tags in your website header, when web pages are searched for by a web user, if the terms searched for match your chosen keywords, then the web site will appear nearer to the top of the search query. There is a certain quality looked at when using this method, called ‘keyword density’. It is the number of relevant keywords a page may contain compared to the word count of a web site. He lists in his paper that a keyword density of 5-8% is recommended. These keywords are not only counted in the content meta tags in the header. They are also read in the ‘alt’ tags of your inserted images.


[bookmark: _Toc29315823]Accessibility
Web accessibility is seen as in synergy with web usability. As well as being generally usable as described above, accessibility looks to make website design and its content accessible to all, regardless of disabilities and barriers. These disabilities and barriers can be few or many. They can be from the hardware, software used, or they could be from an individual’s barriers, such as disabilities, language or general ability. Accessibility is essential in creating websites and content in general which will not exclude any person. 

When developing a website, there are several accessibility guidelines to refer to. WCAG ( Web Content Accessibility Guidelines ) provides clear and concise guides on how to ensure your content is accessible to all. It provides a glance of these guidelines, and these are as follows. [3]

To be perceivable, by providing text alternatives for non-text content. An example of this is the ‘alt’ attribute given to media. The content must also be able to be presented in different ways which includes assistive technologies ( screen readers, magnifiers for poor-sighted etc), without losing the meaning of the content. It must be operable from a keyboard, and other inputs. The content must also not cause seizures or physical reactions, which can occur from strobing lights. The text must be readable and understandable and be compatible with current and future user tools. 

[bookmark: _Toc29315824]Website Evaluation
[bookmark: _Toc29315825]Usability
The website has been made with usability in mind. Thanks to structuring the content with the use of columns and rows, where the column selection has been chosen in mind with responsiveness, it looks just as good when it is viewed on small devices as it does large. It looks and feels easy to use. 
The social media icons are in trend with modern web design. The navigation bar is simple and easy to use. 	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: But these are not relevant for your site and so should be removed.
The links and images are clearly displayed, and the transition from one page to another all feels consistent with the look of the complete website. The content, according to the requirements, would fit in with the expectations of the required audience. 

However in reflection, the background choice for the main bulk of the body was poorly chosen, because it was an image, when the image was repeated, as it was not large enough to cover the whole page, the image borders did not line up with each other when repeated as they are not symmetrical. In future a better choice would be a similar styled image, on the condition that the repeated instances line up aesthetically, or instead a solid background colour, possibly with a colour gradient.  

More content could easily be added to this, as there is a wealth of knowledge in this area, and would also allow this site to be suitable for a larger target audience, as once an user were to read and understand the contents of this page, once individual research was done by the user, it is highly unlikely to be referred back to in future, as it does contain fairly basic information in that field.
[bookmark: _Toc29315826]SEO

Not many SEO techniques were usesused, only the content metadata keywords, and the alt image title were used, which is displayed when the image is not able to be or not required to, for accessibility reasons.
In future, it would make sense to utilise more of these techniques, as if this page were to be published, it is highly unlikely to sit at a high position in search results. Part of this is due to the basic nature of the content in the page, so there are not many keywords that could be used legitimately, and repeated keywords may be seen as spamming by search engines.
[bookmark: _Toc29315827]Accessibility

Using the WAVE tool, it brought up some errors to the broken links in the social media icons in the footer. This is not a concern as these can easily be filled with links if the website were to be published. It also brought up an image that had the same ‘alt’ content as one nearby. This was a human error typo, however for someone accessing the site with limited ability to view the image, this would cause some confusion so this would not count as being accessible.

Wave had also spotted that there was a redundant link to index.html. I had set the Home button in the nav bar and the title of the page ‘Cold Blooded’ to link back to ‘index.html’. This was done as there have been several websites personally used in the past which have done this, however, now being aware that this is an issue with accessibility, in a future iteration of this website or any others, it will be made sure that this does not occur.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: As mentioned above, these should be removed.	Comment by Kemi Ademoye: This is acceptable and as you have observed common practice. Some people choose to omit the Home link, but most users would expect to be able to click on the logo to take them back to the home page.
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                 MARKING CRITERIA AND STUDENT FEEDBACK



This section details the extent to which the assessment criteria are demonstrated by you, which in turn determines your mark. The marks available for each category of skill are shown. Lecturers will use the space provided to comment on the achievement of the task(s), including those areas in which you have performed well and areas that would benefit from development/improvement.

	[bookmark: assessmentComponent]Common Assessment Criteria Applied  (Assignment 1)
	Marks available
	Marks 
awarded

	1. Engagement with Literature Skills 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackRIL]Demonstrates good engagement with relevant literature and a good discussion of the concepts but the supporting related research is missing. Expand the scope of reference sources consulted to further improve your research work. (Grade mark: 62.00%)
	[bookmark: totalRIL]25
	[bookmark: markRIL]15.5

	
	
	

	2. Knowledge and Understanding Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackKUS]Demonstrates a generally, good understanding of the standards used to design and implement a website. The interpretation of the validation results, however, is basic and there is room for improvement. Some things to note: avoid using obsolete (not in use any more, having been replaced by something newer and better) HTML and CSS, and invalid HTML tags (there is no <blurb> tag). A good evaluation of the website based on the specified criteria has been provided. (Grade mark: 65.00%)
	[bookmark: totalKUS]20
	[bookmark: markKUS]13

	
	
	

	3. Cognitive and Intellectual Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackANA]
	[bookmark: totalANA]
	[bookmark: markANA]

	
	
	

	4. Practical Application Skills

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackPAD]A good attempt featuring a simple website with different, but well-thought-out content. Please note the comments above. Some additional things to note: Avoid text heavy content and if you do need to display a lot of informative, text content, use appropriate styles and features to break this up so it is easy for users to read. This would also improve the layout from displaying narrow columns of long blocks of text. Additionally, ensure that there is enough contrast between text and background colours. The contrast of the main text content against the stone background is very low contrast and the contrast of the main navigation links against the background is a bit low contrast too, and yes, I know you have used the Bootstrap template, but you can use CSS to override the styles. You should also remember to highlight the active menu link in the navigation menu and remove any unused links from your website e.g. the social media icon links in the footer. Generally, I would have liked to see some more variation between your pages and use of some additional concepts to further demonstrate your understanding of the skills. (Grade mark: 60.00%)
	[bookmark: totalPAD]50
	[bookmark: markPAD]30

	
	
	

	5. Transferable Skills for Life and Professional Practice 

	
	

	[bookmark: feedbackSPP]The report is of a good standard. See your report for additional suggested improvements. (Grade mark: 70.00%)
	[bookmark: totalSPP]5
	[bookmark: markSPP]3.5

	
	
	



	Assignment Mark (Assessment marks are subject to ratification at the Exam Board.  These comments and marks are to give feedback on module work and are for guidance only until they are confirmed. )
	Late Submission Penalties (tick if appropriate)
	[bookmark: totalMark]62%

	
	Up to 1 week late (40% Max)
	[bookmark: fourWeeksLate]
	

	
	Over 1 week late (0%)
	[bookmark: firstAttempt]
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