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Online learning vs face to face learning 
Introduction 
As many know the world was hit by the coronavirus pandemic in 2019 hence coining the name covid19 this originated in south east Asia specifically Wuhan China. The virus originated from zoological transmission between animals  and humans , due to the fact that Bats were being consumed in Wuhan thus infecting humans . Because of the nature of the virus it is mainly transmitted through respiratory particle e.g. coughing ,sneezing ,breathing and speaking. Since it is so easy to spread many local governments around the world have in the past and some still presently made surgical face masks obligatory in day to day life and implemented social distancing measures  to try to limit the spread of the virus. However in march 2020 the UK government had no other choice but to launch a nationwide lockdown to try to limit the virus spreading, due to this lockdown all schools and shops and local business were closed, and in order to not disrupt students learning  many if not most school boards decided  that to deal with the inability to offer face to face learning they would in turn offer online learning. Many people have varying opinions on the effectiveness of online learning , and I will  further discover some of the positives and negatives of online learning throughout the course of this report.

Results and findings 
Convenience  
One of the widely accepted positives  of online learning,  is that online learning is widely seen as a convenient and easily accessible form of teaching  as supported by the study carried out by (H Tareen & MT Haand,2020, International Journal of Advanced Research and Publications) as shown in page 3 figure 1 , 63% of students agree that online learning is more convenient in comparison to face to face learning and 17% of students strongly agree so in total 80% of students either agree or strongly agree that learning from the comfort of their own home is more convenient. This could be for many reasons however H Tareen et al discuss this by  highlighting the fact that “online learning appears to be more  convenient because students can take  in learning and discussion, no matter where they are or what they are doing, as long as they have their laptops or mobile phones and internet with them. Thus, online learning offers convenience that could not be offered by a-face-to-face interaction” this is even more key in the belief that online learning is more convenient because the fact that technology is so prominent in this generation and that  a majority  teenagers have access to either a smartphone, laptop or computer. The fact that this is highly available and requires very little movement or action from students makes this extremely  convenient, due to this convenience ,this may lead to a rise in attendance which one can speculate that this could possible lead to better academic performance in students,  as it removes factors that could cause students to not want to attend classes i.e. travelling far distances possible in bad weather conditions waking up later than a planned alarm and family situations.in retrospect one may believe the convenience of online learning would a positive of this form of delivering teaching.
More need for independence in students 
One negative of online learning is that students are not as handheld and do not receive as much of a push as they would inside class and they need to have a more  “intense requirement for self-discipline and even more intense requirement of self –direction.”(T Abdulkareem 2020 Online Learning for Higher Education Continuity )and one can agree with this logic as it would make sense that due to students being at home they are in way more control over their own learning and this could be bad because for online learning to be successful students should have a lot of self-discipline however most students in education being young people it is common knowledge that young people have lower attention spans and tend to procrastinate more which is to the detriment of needing to have self-discipline as many young people struggle with planning their time and keeping organized when it comes to studying. This may lead to a drop in attendance and even grades as students may not being doing as much work as they should and up to the standards that would be upheld from face to face. Also do to the high proportion of “self-direction” needed  when teachers et students task some may not be able to complete as students independence can vary and many students struggle to lead independent study and the lack of tutor supervision could harm the progress of the studies thus alluding to the belief that online learning isn’t a complete flawless method of delivering education.
Lack of feedback
Another negative of online learning is  “the lack of immediate  feedback and teachers aren’t able to assess students understanding during teaching “ (K Mukhtar 2020 ,Pakistan journal of medical sciences ). In education feedback is one of the most crucial aspects in learning as feedback is used to correct errors and to make recommendations to students on how to be even better in their studies. Without feedback students may not correct errors in their understanding and may not correct errors in their work, this could be a serious detriment to their progress in their studies as it may result to failing assignments and also not understanding key principle in modules and topics of study. Due to the fact students that students can not rise their hand and ask for feedback like they would be able to do in a classroom setting. During the pandemic in the UK many teachers have resorted to alternative methods of trying to get across feedback such as by emails however this can be flawed as certain things cant be understood through texts and email the same way as human interaction and can result in miscommunication and confusion. Also in most online learning carried out through the pandemic students attended classes using platforms like Microsoft teams and google classrooms and a typical lesson would be a teacher delivering the information whilst students mics and cameras are off typically this further backs the point raise by K mukhtar as how can teachers “assess students understanding if they cant read the body language of students as some students in a classroom may not say they are struggling however the teacher will ask after having picked up non verbal body movements such as confused facial expressions and would reassure that if anything is not understood students should feel free to ask questions. Also on the psychological side of things as mics are encouraged to be muted some more shy students may not want to be seen as interfering in the lesson to ask a question and instead of correcting their misunderstanding would in turn carry these into future lessons and assessments. If a teacher cannot asses the understanding of their students ,then they cannot effectively make sure their students are learning at the optimal level , this would be negatively affecting students progress and raises serious eyebrows on the effectiveness on online learning as if students aren’t learning the best and making progress what is the point of learning.
 Opportunity for use in younger year and lower skill teaching
Even though it is believed that ideas can not be conveyed as naturally as face to face learning in higher education with older students as those students need to take in more dense information that needs a deep and well understood foundation of key principles to truly understand and digest however one could believe that the effectiveness of online learning could be beneficial to small children learning and lower level study because at that level information conveyed is very simple and it is commonly known that the internet is very effective  when it comes to relaying simple messages and this accompanied with the afore mentioned convenience on page one of my report further more exposes that online is perfect for children and it is even shown that parents like  how their young children learn online “In particular parents  held positive attitudes towards young children's computer use and believed that children should gain valuable technical skills and should be educated on how to use computers to enhance their academic development and future opportunities, such as employment (Hatzigianni & Margetts, 2014, Perradvoci et al., 2016) this further shows why online learning can definitely be used in younger years as not only are children in a comfortable environment learning and developing but they are also learning a good foundation on technical skills and it technology and it is common knowledge that in modern society employers and the world of work is really steering in the direction of it skilled workers ,software technicians and computer scientists. from teaching these young children  technology one can infer that potentially online learning is giving children a head start on their peers and potentially setting them up for wealth and success because in 2020 in the UK last year ta the time of writing “nearly 2.5 million people were employed in technology positions in the UK last year, with employers in IT consultancy and services, such as managed services providers (MSPs), accounting for the largest share (595,371 employees). (Steven Ostrowski 2020)”  a high amount of people in the UK are being hired from technological backgrounds so teaching children to get into this from young could be very beneficial in not only their development but in life when it is time  to start approaching more independence and is a great way of diversifying child skills from young and  setting them up to be successful in the outside world.
conclusion
In conclusion it is apparent that like many things in life online learning is not perfect and not ideal in some circumstances however has some positives as well. During this report   I explored issues with online learning such as the lack of feedback given to students and how at a high level of education that can cause major issues in student engagement and understanding with tasks. However one way in which online learning is extremely good is the convenience factor that it offers it is so accessible as students can join platforms such as google class rooms and Microsoft teams and join a lecture from the comfort of their home from any laptop tablet or smartphone with an internet connection and seamlessly listen to content this factor was crucial during the 2020 covid19 lockdown in the UK which forced the nation into a countrywide lock down and online learning that time helped many students carry on their studies instead of it being paused due to schools and universities being closed. However online learning is far from perfect and the immersion of a classroom cannot be copied over a video camera and students may not be as focused with the increased need for student independence and this can negatively affect their studies as certain concepts may not be fully understood when trying to digest crucial multi-layered information, due to this however one could explore the possibility for online learning to be good in early years education as small children’s level of education is very simple and can easily be delivered by visuals on a screen paired with audio and it is even supported by parents as they believe they can learn value it skills at a young age which can only benefit them in this era of technology . therefore I believe online learning has its uses and can be used in extreme circumstances however it is not an optimal method of delivering learning and can not possibly replicate the immersion of a  class room 

Recommendations 
Some of my recommendations to better the student experience of online learning include I believe to tackle the issue of students understanding and engaging less I feel it could possible be beneficial to implement a message board for students to ask questions to via text and be helped by a tutor like a 24/7 chat line for students to ask for help and get it swiftly and there could even be a phone function to have conversation available one to one help 24/7
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