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As an early years practitioner, I have participated in safeguarding training, from short courses at work, to studying the safety and protection of children through level three and level four childcare courses. However, I have little experience dealing with a safeguarding issue within the workplace and having to report any incident that suggests a child is at risk of harm or in need of additional support due to their safety. Within my workplace, I am aware of which procedures to take should an incident occur and the relevant people I should report to, which were pointed out to me during my induction as a new member of staff within the school. Staff are updated if any changes have been made, however the headteacher and deputy head have remained responsible for these roles for some time. By studying for this module, I have since learned the different processes and procedures involved with referring children if there are any cause for concern, and a much deeper knowledge of the legislation in place that protects children today.
The NSPCC (a) (2017) defines safeguarding children as an action taken to protect children from harm, including abuse and mistreatment, and being provided with the best quality of health and care. The Charity Commission for England and Wales (2014) states the importance of safeguarding children and that policies must be in place within the workplace to ensure that staff follow the correct procedures in keeping children safe from harm. The Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) is a legal procedure in place for employers to ensure that when recruiting new staff, they can carry out checks and only employ staff who are suitable and permitted to work with children, which is stated by the Disclosure Barring Service (2017). The DBS replaced the former Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) in 2012, according to the Criminal Records Agency (2017), resulting in more advanced criminal record process. The BBC (2013) reports of a judge’s decision, claiming the CRB check did not comply with the Human Rights Act, due to its lack of privacy. However, further in the report there are claims that in March 2012, figures concluded that the CRB system prevented 130,000 unsuitable people from working with children or venerable people. Despite these figures, Hall (2015) believes the old CRB check to be disorganised as it allowed Ian Huntley, a school caretaker to murder two girls, Holly Wells and Jessica Chapman in 2002. Hall adds how the previous system failed to pick up on Huntley’s criminal history, resulting in this incident and breeching the safety and welfare of children and vulnerable people. 
As a result of working in a group for this module, I have gained a greater understanding on how different agencies interact together to support children and their families. As a group, we relied on each other to gather information on the roles that we had chosen for the scenario given as part of the task. Arranging meeting times was also something we considered for us to share our knowledge and information to one another in preparation for our presentation. Likewise, this would be the case in a real-life situation, where a variety of services and professionals would rely on each other’s professional opinions and support, to come together in a child protection conference (Citizens Advice, 2017). In support of this, Horwath and Morrison (2011) conclude from their study on multi-agency working that high levels of co-ordination and communication are beneficial to obtain positive outcomes for the children involved within a case. Unfortunately, there have been cases in the past where a breakdown in communication has resulted in traumatic consequences for some children. For example, the death of Victoria Climbié in 1984, as explained by Dalphinis (2016). She adds that her death enforced changes with the safeguarding system, resulting in the Children Act 1989, one factor being the emphasis on the importance of a multi-agency approach supporting the safety and well-being of children. 
The Welsh Government (2007) outlines the Working Together Under the Children Act 2004 document, being responsible for providing services to children and young people. In particular, the responsibility for safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children. As a result, the Welsh Assembly Government has adopted Seven Core Aims to ensure that all children and young people have access to the following: have a flying start in life, a range of education and learning opportunities, children are healthy and are free from abuse, have access to a variety of facilities, are listened to and respected, live in a safe home that supports physical and emotional wellbeing, and are not suffering due to poverty (Welsh Assembly Government, 2007). 
During the research process for our presentation, we studied various acts that are in place supporting the safeguarding of children. In previous modules, I have studied the Children Act 1989 and 2004 for its purpose of protecting children from harm and for the responsibilities adults need to take to allow this to be implemented (Crowley, 2017). It was beneficial for me to gain an even greater knowledge of these acts including how they have developed over time, not only in my studies but for my employment also. Jones et al. (2008) tells us of the Children Act 1948 becoming law to protect children from harm, including their welfare and health. Nevertheless, incidents of child abuse and neglect still took place, such as cases throughout the 1960’s and 70’s which Delap (2015) explains: A survey carried out in 1978 by Younghusband taught us that sexual abuse was not considered an immediate concern and in some instances treated with disbelief, whereas physical abuse was more obvious and recognised. Developments since then with the Children Act 1989 have led to children being able to voice their own opinion, as stated in the Children Act (1989), supported by Veale (2012). Sexual abuse is now recognised and is treated with deep concern. Delap (2015) adds that current criminal justice systems allow for abusers to be identified and convicted, in addition, children being cared for and given the support needed to deal with such abuse. 
During our research process, we had to determine what type of referral we would be making. Section 47 of the Children Act 1989 is something that I have begun to understand since beginning the study of this module. This is relating to local authorities and the duty to make enquiries when there is a cause for concern towards a child, as stated by Ward et al. (2012), which we needed to address for our presentation. By understanding the process of referring a child allowed me to develop knowledge of an area within education I have not dealt with before. The Department of Health (2000) outlines the procedures needed to be followed for different cases, outlining the responsibilities around safeguarding, which I will continue to revise should an incident occur where I may need to be involved. 
As a group, we also used the guidance from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This information allowed us to support the children within our case conference such as Article 12 mentioned in the UNCRC, relating to children being able to express their own views freely and be respected (Unicef, 2017). Without the input from these acts we wouldn’t have been able to conduct the meeting and apply the support that we offered to the children and family.
Another element of safeguarding that I have gained a better understanding for is the legislation surrounding the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008. Children in Wales (2014) explains how this is a guide for local authorities determining how children’s cases should be dealt and which plans of action are to be carried out. It also emphasises the importance of multiagency working with one another, as well as with children and their families, and the community. This was considered before and during our conference as the aim of our meeting was to identify the type of risks imposed on the children in our scenario and discussing how we would address the problems involved. This included financial support for the family, in addition to support for the mother and the children from teachers, health professionals and social workers. 
When choosing which roles we would take for our conference, we tried to chose roles that varied in profession so that none were too similar. We amended our scenario to include the need of a police officer, which also enabled us to learn about different warrants and arrests. CAFCASS Cymru (2016) is a system we used from the police to ensure the safety of the children due to the parents separating and arguing. Again, this was a new topic for me that I have not been involved with before, but recognise that it may be useful for me to have knowledge of. Also linked with the UNCRC, it helps support and keep children safe during situations that could bring them to hard or at risk. 
I particularly discovered an in-depth understanding of the role of the health visitor. I did not realise how much involvement health visitors had in child protection and safeguarding issues, including being part of a child conference meeting. When seeking advice from a health visitor friend, I learned of the different organisations they are involved with and how they can refer their patients to services and support groups, depending on the patient’s needs. As a result, this enhances my understanding of multi-agency partnerships between a range of professionals. 
In addition to the health visitor’s role, I took great interest in the role of the child’s key worker or teacher. Working in a school as a teaching assistant enabled me to link the key workers role to my practice, as this would likely be the type of setting I would be involved with should a safeguarding issue arise. By taking note of the key worker’s input, I could reinforce this information if I was involved in a case in the future. 
As an early years practitioner, I believe it is a necessary subject for all practitioners to be aware of the implications surrounding safeguarding children and vulnerable people. Dunhill (2016) asks the question, whether it is a good idea to educate children in human rights from an early age, to adopt an attitude of understanding to protect and promote the rights of others. The research concluded that by educating children in the UNCRC and other human rights acts. In conclusion, evidence was gathered suggesting that introducing this at an early age had a positive outcome towards the children’s lives. Maybe this is something that can be learned from and practitioners should discuss with the children in their care about these issues, to reduce incidents from happening in the future, resulting in harm caused to a child or children. 
I feel this could develop my practice not only to be aware of signs and symptoms of neglect or child abuse, but to also educate others from children to adults in the importance of safeguarding and the policies that are in place to protect children. 
As I have learned the importance of having safeguarding knowledge, I feel that all staff should be up to date with the relevant training. The NSPCC (b) (2017) are also in support of this as they encourage that all staff from teachers to volunteers should be able to identify the signs of abuse and neglect amongst children. By having the relevant training, staff can respond to children’s needs accordingly, in line with the school’s policies. I would like to continue with tackling safeguarding issues amongst children by expanding my knowledge even further. A report concluded by the Commissioner for Wales (2017) recognises that many children and young people in Wales lead safe and active lives, including being listened to and respected. Despite this, there are still improvements to be made in areas such as children’s mental health and provisions for looked after young people. The Commissioner for Wales highlights some future projects that will continue to allow children to thrive in life, such as tackling bullying, child poverty and ensuring equal opportunities to play, leisure and cultural activities. 
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