Methodology chapter:

The importance of this research is to determine as to whether if sport can impact at risk youth and help deter them from criminal behaviours, the main objectives of this research are to analyse how sport can help divert youth away from criminal behaviours. To consider if the resources to divert youth from criminal activity, such as sports clubs, are available and sufficient. Explore the public’s perception on whether sport is a valid diversion from criminality for children and young people, and that if any more can be done to enhance the opportunities of young people. Data will be collected via use of an online questionnaire that will obtain qualitative data from a range of members of the public. The specific data collection method used would be a questionnaire as it allows for a range of questions to be asked and for easy distribution. Thematic analysis will be the primary data analysis employed. 

Research strategy:
The main research strategy being used is a survey to collect data as they are inexpensive and are able to collect a wide range of results from a large group of people. Surveys allow for both quantitative and qualitative data. Due to the anonymity from surveys, it can engage participants and allow them to answer more honestly. Surveys are the ideal method to gather the data necessary due to these factors previously mentioned.  The way participants had been identified was anyone willing to take part in the research and that they were already existing contacts. Qualitative surveys use open ended questions to allow for long form written answers which aim to reveal the opinions and expressions of the participants (Deakin University, 2025). Secondary data will also be used in the research as it allows for the figures to be collected by reputable sources who have the key statistics regarding the offending rates of youth children before and after being enrolled into sports to help reduce their aggression. Qualitative research aims to understand the reason as to why people have the experiences that they do as opposed to quantitative which tends to quantify data without further understanding for the reasoning. 

Data Collection: 
The data that will be collected will give evidence in either support or against from the public that if sport can be an effective deterrent for younger people to divert away from criminal behaviours. The data expected will be primarily qualitative as to determine actual thoughts on the use of sport, as opposed to just yes or no answers which leave little data on how the participants may actually feel about the use of sport. There would also be secondary data sources used to implement facts and figures already collected on this matter by police and other youth justice agencies with their figures in and data already collected. The reasoning for collecting data in this manner is due to the fact it allows for a broad spectrum of people and that the easy distribution reduces any potential environmental damage. The data collected will be from a range of participants from different backgrounds as it allows for greater depth of answers. Only people under the age of 18 will be excluded from participating in the data collection (Hecker, 2025). 
Data Analysis: 
The type of analysis used in this is qualitative analysis. Primarily thematic analysis, which is used to deduce the meaning and context behind the words used by people given in their answers. Themes will then become apparent from the results gained in the primary research (Dye, 2021). Thematic analysis is the central method used in qualitative research top identify any patterns within the data, it is used to organize and describe the data in detail through the themes that become apparent. Thematic analysis allows for nuances in the data to be picked up providing a structured tool for qualitative analysis. Thematic analysis is far more in depth than a mere paraphrase of results, moreover it is a robust and critical analysis of the material provided and looks for any themes that may overlap (Sovacool, 2023).

Limitations:
There are several limitations to this kind of research, such as initial prejudices. Improper interpritations of answers given to the online survey that cannot be corrected after submission due to the lack of communication between researcher and participants. Responses to questions on surveys may be long and detailed and not answer the questions being asked sufficiently or meandering away from the question topic as they are not being directed in the answer of the question. Due to the survey being in an online format the target audience is massively reduced as it can only be distributed by people sharing so it may only have a small sample size that doesn’t have a varied response as it contains people of similar backgrounds. There is a lack of standardisation using qualitative methods than there is when using quantitatative methods. Participent bias is the tendency of participents to present themselves and their experiences, this bias has the ability to distort the authenticity of the data presented and hinder the main researchers goal to acess genuine insights of the participants. By creating questions that can attempt to remove potential bias’s to help encourage participants to answer questions truthfully and mitigate any participant bias. Due to the potential of a small sample size the findings may not have the same findngs of that of research that was undertaken country wide. The results of the study may have a poor generalisability as the results may only be applied in a small sample size which may mean it does not represent the thoughts of the broader public. 
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