Methodology – 11th March 2022

3.1 Introduction
The preceding chapter accomplished the first, second, and third objectives by explaining the implications and problems of domestic violence on both the victim and support organisations and the success of various forms of interventions in the UK. However, there seems to be a study gap on the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of Women's Aid's 'Change that Lasts' intervention in assisting female victims of domestic abuse. The purpose of this research is to examine the effectiveness or ineffectiveness of early multi-agency interventions for domestic abuse in the Dyfed Powys region.
This chapter seeks to accomplish the following three objectives:
1. Establish an intervention process for female victims of domestic abuse in Dyfed Powys area. 
2. Evaluation of interventions of domestic abuse within Dyfed Powys area.
3. Contrast of the highlights and challenges of Dyfed Powys interventions. 

The research onion created by Saunders et al. (2019) will guide the decision-making process to accomplish these goals. Reliability, validity, limits, and ethical considerations will be considered.




3.2 Research Onion
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Figure 3.1: The Research Onion (Saunders, 2019)
3.2.1 Philosophy
According to Saunders et al. (2007, p.102), the research onion consists of three main philosophies: epistemology, ontology, and axiology. Each perspective on research philosophy is likewise associated with a distinct philosophy. The most influential are positivism, realism, interpretivism, and pragmatism, which impact the researcher's study process. This study employs interpretivism since several alternative responses are subjective and rely on participants' perspectives to be analysed to understand through a questionaire. Bhattacherjee (2012) stated that although interpretivism research often collects qualitative data, quantitative data may improve accuracy and facilitate comprehension. Each philosophy offers several advantages; the optimal decision is determined by appropriateness. In addition, philosophy clarifies the study design and emphasises its limits (Easterby-Smith et al., 2018). As a result, knowing the research philosophy may assist clarify the assumptions that go into the research process and how they connect with the methodology.

3.2.2 Approach
There are two types of research approaches in academic writing: deductive and inductive. Bryman (2012) demonstrates the essential distinction between the two approaches is that an inductive approach begins with existing research and then seeks to gather evidence and establish why a phenomenon happens. In comparison, a deductive technique explains the fundamental opposite beings with a theory, with the researcher's objective being to prove or disprove their original idea.
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Figure 3.2: Deductive and Inductive approach (Bryan, 2012).
This reserach will utilise an inductive approach to examine data to comprehend the resulting patterns and theories (Bhattacherjee, 2012).


3.2.3 Strategy
Methods refer to the processes and techniques used to collect and analyse data (Goundar, 2012). Cleave (2021) illustrates the effectiveness of questionnaires as a technique of gathering research data from big sample sizes quickly, efficiently, and affordably. These instruments are beneficial for determining subject behaviour, preferences, intentions, attitudes, and views. In addition, their use of open and closed research questions allows them to collect both qualitative and quantitative data, resulting in more detailed findings.
This study collects information from domestic abuse intervention personnel through surveys in the form of questionnaires to offer information on the various types of victim assistance available and whether it is effective or ineffective in the Dyfed Powys area. Additionally, this has been recognised as an acceptable strategy for researching and collecting new data to supplement prior studies on this issue (Villers, 2012). The questionnaire will entail questions concerning the research objectives, sent by email directly to staff members from domestic abuse organisations and on social media platforms like LinkedIn for professionals working in this industry. The questionnaires begin with introducing the participants to the research, giving a brief debriefing, and informing them about the purpose of the questionnaire. Additionally, the researcher's contact details are in the brief if participants want to discuss any element of the study. 

3.2.4 Choice
The research will utilise a mixed-method approach, enabling qualitative and quantitative research. According to Creswell (2014), combining qualitative findings with quantitative methodologies aids in the interpretation and better understanding of the research. Participants' viewpoints will be analysed using qualitative and quantitative research, which the researcher will then triangulate as part of a mixed-method approach. Bhandari (2022) states that in research, triangulation refers to the process of addressing a research issue by using several datasets, techniques, theories, or investigators. It is a method of study that may increase the validity and reliability of the research results.

3.2.5 Time Horizon
The time horizons layer establishes the time frame during which the study will be conducted and data collected within a particular time (Melnikovas, 2018). Because this is a brief study, the most suitable time horizon would be cross-sectional.

3.2.6 Techniques for Data collection, Processes and Analysis – 3.2 – who what when where and how
3.2.6.1 Data Collection and Data Analysis
Smart Survey (2022) illustrates that primary research goes straight to the source instead of on already collected data samples. This type of research is especially appropriate when the data collected must be contextually relevant. This preliminary research will collect data using questionnaires, which will be distributed to staff members from domestic abuse organisations in the Dyfed Powys region. According to Ghauri et al. (2020), surveys have several limitations, including time and access to essential resources. However, this study has direct access to staff members from domestic abuse organisations via email, with adequate time to conduct a cross-sectional survey. Additionally, as Ghauri et al. (2020) illustrated, different phenomena are highlighted in questionnaires, enabling comparisons.
Both qualitative and qualitative research gathered from the questionnaires will be analysed. According to McLeod (2019), qualitative research entails collecting, analysing, and interpreting non-numerical data. In addition, qualitative research may be utilised to better understand the research through gathering personal understanding and opinions of the subject matter. Also stated by McLeod (2019), quantitative research is gathering and analysing numerical data objectively to characterise, predict, or regulate factors of interest. Quantitative research seeks to establish causal links between variables, make predictions, and generalise findings to larger populations. Quantitative data will be analysed using a Likert scale, whilst qualitative data will be analysed thematically to identify recurring trends, or patterns. All questions asked in the questionnaire are related to the research objectives.

3.3 Limitations and Potential Problems
First, one limitation during this research is the Coronavirus Pandemic and its restriction to which primary research cannot be conducted via interviews or study groups. Instead, all primary research must be gathered online.
Second, another of the dissertation's significant limitations is the amount of time required to access necessary resources, conduct primary research, and analyse the findings. To help overcome this issue, the researcher has created a Gantt chart, which will also help with time management. Ramos (2021) stated that a Gantt chart is a visual representation of the completion of each work in a project using timeframes. These timelines illustrate the relationships between the tasks. Gantt charts are advantageous because they offer an overview of the activities and progress of a project.
Third, the researcher may encounter the limitation that the targeted participants do not participate in an online questionnaire. However, the researcher will reach out to experts working in domestic abuse organisations using social media sites such as LinkedIn and direct email to overcome this limitation.



References
1. Bahattacherjee, A. (2012) Social Science Research: Principles, Methods, and Practices. Available: < https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1002&context=oa_textbooks > [Accessed: 07th March 2022].
2. Bhandari, P. (2022) Triangulation in Research | Guide, Types, Examples. Available: < https://www.scribbr.com/methodology/triangulation/#:~:text=Triangulation%20in%20research%20means%20using,and%20credibility%20of%20your%20findings. > [Accessed: 10th March 2022].
3. Bryman, A. (2012) Social Research Methods. 4th ed. Available: < https://www.academia.edu/38228560/Alan_Bryman_Social_Research_Methods_4th_Edition_Oxford_University_Press_2012_pdf > [Accessed: 08th March 2022].
4. Cleave, P. (2021) Advantages Of Questionnaires In Online Research. Available: < https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/blog/advantages-of-questionnaires-in-online-research > [Accessed: 09th March 2022].
5. Creswell, J. (2014) A Concise Introduction to Mixed Methods Research. 3rd ed. London: SAGE Publications.
6. Easterby-Smith, M., Thorpe, R., Jackson, P. and Jaspersen, L. (2018) Management and Business Research. Available: < https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-assets/95073_book_item_95073.pdf > [Accessed: 07th March 2022].
7. Ghauri, P., Gronhaug, K. and Strange, R. (2020) Research Methods in Business Studies. Cambridge University Press. Available: < http://assets.cambridge.org/97811084/86743/frontmatter/9781108486743_frontmatter.pdf > [Accessed: 11th March 2022].
8. Goundar, S. (2012) Research Methodology and Research Method. Available: < https://www.researchgate.net/publication/333015026_Chapter_3_-_Research_Methodology_and_Research_Method > [Accessed: 09th March 2022].
9. McLeod, S. (2019) What’s the difference between qualitative and quantitative research?. Available: < https://www.simplypsychology.org/qualitative-quantitative.html > [Accessed: 11th March 2022].
10. Melnikovas, A. (2018) ‘Towards an Explicit Research Methodology: Adapting Research Onion Model for Futures Studies’, Journal of Future Studies, 23(2), pp.29-44.
11. Ramos, D. (2021) The Advantages and Limitations of Gantt Charts in Project Management. Available: < https://www.smartsheet.com/content/gantt-chart-pros-cons > [Accessed: 11th March 2022].
12. Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2007) Research Methods for Business Students. 4th ed. Available: < https://sfa2142120804c535.jimcontent.com/download/version/1436278548/module/10058477483/name/Research_Methods_for_Business_Students.pdf > [Accessed: 07th March 2022].
13. Saunders, M. (2019) Research Methods for business Students. Available: < https://www.researchgate.net/publication/330760964_Research_Methods_for_Business_Students_Chapter_4_Understanding_research_philosophy_and_approaches_to_theory_development > [Accessed: 09th March 2022].
14. Smart Survey (2022) Primary Research Methods Explained. Available: < https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/articles/primary-research-methods#:~:text=Primary%20research%20means%20going%20directly,customer%20perceptions%20of%20their%20brand. > [Accessed: 11th March 2022].
15. Villers, R. (2012) Models for interpretive information system research. Available: < https://www.researchgate.net/publication/290307991_Models_for_Interpretive_Information_Systems_Research_Part_2_Design_Research_Development_Research_Design-Science_Research_and_Design-Based_Research_-_A_Meta-Study_and_Examples > [Accessed: 09th March 2022].

image1.png
= Philosophy

Approach to
~ theory development

Mono method
quantitative

Experiment

Cross-sectional

Data
collection
and data

Multi-
method
qualitative

Ethnography

Strategy(ies)

= Time horizon

Techniques and
= procedures




image2.png
Deductive approach

Observations/Findings

Inductive approach

Observations/Findings





