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What were the achievements and lasting impact of the first triumvirate on the Roman Republic?

The first triumvirate comprised of Julius Caesar, Marcus Crassus and Pompey was a political alliance that dominated the Roman Republic from 60BC to 53BC. The purpose of this project is to examine and analyse not only the accomplishments of the triumvirate but also the alliances lasting impact. What I ultimately seek to prove is that the actions of the triumvirate were the initial events that led the to the eventual fall of the Republic and its transformation into the Empire. I would argue that without these three ambitious men the rise of the Empire would have never occurred as they set, they set the republic down a path it couldn’t escape from. It is my argument that the Roman Empire is arguably the greatest (unintentional) achievement and legacy of the triumvirate. In order to achieve this, several key areas throughout its history must be examined starting with the men themselves. All three men powerful and influential figures alone but together they were unstoppable until their own agendas and internal conflicts caused them to dissolve. So, to start we must look at the individual careers of each member and the events that led to the forming of their alliance. The next section will cover the major events to occur throughout the triumvirates time. This will encompass the events from Caesars’s election in 59BC to the point where Crassus’s undertook his campaign against the Parthians in 54BC. The third section will cover the fracturing of the alliance with the death of Crassus and the escalating events that led to the Roman civil war between Caesar and Pompey. The final section will detail the legacy of the triumvirate. This section will cover events from civil war and Octavian’s rise to Augustus as the first roman emperor
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Plan
1. Introduction:
· Purpose of paper: I will detail my goal of this project to explore the achievements of the triumvirate throughout its existence and explain my view that the Roman Empire is the legacy of this alliance.
· I will give a brief overview of what the structure of this paper will be like.
· I will also briefly mention what other scholars consider the biggest accomplishments of the triumvirate before exploring them in more detail.
2. Origins: This section will be divided into four subsections. The initial three will highlight the individuals that comprised the triumvirate, while the fourth will cover the formation of their alliance. It is vital to understand the position and goals of each man when forming the triumvirate to understand if they achieved their aims.
· Caesar: This section will detail Caesar’s rise to the rank of imperator in 60BC. His early relationship with Crassus will also be covered here as they were lifelong friends, and this will help lead into the next subsection.
· Crassus: Here we will examine Crassus’ rise as the wealthiest man in Rome. His campaign against the Spartacus revolt that started his military rise will also be explored.
· Pompey: Here an overview of Pompey’s military career will be provided. As initially the most militarily decorated member of the triumvirate it is essential to acknowledge his career as it led to his role as the muscle of the triumvirate.
· An unexpected alliance: The final subsection will detail the events that led to the formation of the triumvirate. What could also be considered an achievement is that it was even possible as all three had their own agendas and clashing personalities
3. A formidable alliance:
· Caesar’s pro-consul: This subsection will cover triumvirates public appearance in ensuring Caesar’s election. It will also cover the initial laws that the they tried to pass and how they handled the opposition.
· Problems with Clodius: This section will cover the political conflict that occurred between Cicero and Clodius. This is important to understand the political shrewdness of the alliance as Cicero sought their support, unaware that they supported Clodius.
· Luca Conference: This section will cover a meeting in 56BC in which the triumvirate conspired to have Crassus and Pompey elected as consuls. It was successful as only Lucius Domitius opposed them demonstrating the stranglehold they had achieved over the Roman senate.
4. The alliance fractures: This section will cover the death of Crassua and how the dissolution of the triumvirate started a chain of events that led to the fall of the Republic.
· Death of Crassus: This subsection will cover the death of Crassus in his campaign against the Parthians. Some sources claim that it was Crassus’ feeling of inferiority to Pompey that spurned his campaign. With the loss of his influence over Pompey and Caesar, their own animosities with each other began to become more pronounced.
· Envious of Caesar: This section will cover the death of Julia, Caesar’s daughter and Pompey’s wife. With her death the final bond between the two men were broken. What will also be covered is the senates growing fear of Caesar and Pompey’s jealousy of his popularity with the people. These two aspects led to Caesar’s civil war.
5. Legacy of the triumvirate: This section will explore the civil war, the circumstances around Caesar’s assassination and the rise of Augustus
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Caesar’s civil war: The civil war was a direct response to the breakdown in Caesar’s and Pompey’s relationship making it a vital aspect of the triumvirate’s impact on the republic.
· Last days of the Republic: Caesar’s rise as a tyrant caused his death, yet also opened the way for his nephew and heir Octavian. This subsection will cover the political climate around his death and the immediate consequences of it.
· Coming of the Emperor: The final subsection will focus on the rise of Octavius as Augustus, the first emperor of Rome. How it was the result of the triumvirate catapulting Caesar into one of the most popular and powerful figures in Rome. This will include the second triumvirate and Augustus’ seizing of power.
6. Conclusion:
· Here I will summarise the how the triumvirate achieved the ambitions of the its three members. I will also fully explain why the Roman Empire should be considered the legacy of this powerful alliance as the way was paved for this transformation as fewer individuals began to hold more power of the Republic.
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