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Introduction

I am carrying out this report to show you the reasoning for why I have decided that it is best to register with a professional body within the built environment sector. Throughout this report I will be looking into detail on things like the importance of a professional membership, how it can improve the health and safety of this company, and the potential professional bodies that can be considered. I will also carry out a personal development plan to identify the skills and training that is needed for the professional registration. 

A professional body in the built environment sector is an organisation that an individual or a company can be a part of to give them an oversight of the knowledge within their chosen occupation. There are hundreds of professional bodies throughout construction which are specifically suited to your chosen trade whether you are a carpenter or brick layer, or if you are working in a management role such as site managers or project managers. Each professional body gives their individual members guidance and knowledge to carry out their tasks withing the limitations of the building regulations and the health and safety at work act legislations. A few well-known examples of professional bodies in the construction sector are the CITB, IOSH, STA, RIBA and hundreds of more.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Health_and_Safety_Executive#/media/File:Health_and_Safety_Executive_
logo.svg
https://www.lancashirebusinessview.co.uk/latest-news-and-features/rom-construction-joins-structural-timber-association










Importance of Professional Bodies

There are many reasons as to why a membership to a professional body is important in the construction industry. The first reason I am going to speak about is the training and development that comes with a membership, especially at the start of an individual’s career. The professional bodies in this industry provide a large variation of training and development opportunities during a membership such as course, seminars (physical and online), workshops and workbooks. This is important as a person who is completely new to the specific field because there is such a huge amount for the individual to learn about the potential problems, they can face whether it is job related or health and safety related. 

As well as the training and development for inexperienced workers, the professional bodies also provide a unifying voice within the construction sector. This is because it brings members from across the country together to share their knowledge with one another, develop professionals and raise the standards of the industry. 

Another thing that being a member of a professional body benefits is the proof of a high standard of work. For example, if you are a member of a professional body that is well known, it will be highlighted by your clients, employers, and colleagues that you are a competent individual that can strive to achieve the highest possible standards whilst carrying out your job. 

Also, one of the main benefits of being a member of a professional body in the built environment sector is the symbol of competence that you are provided with. Once you have been accepted as a member of the professional body, you are given a letter to prove achievement, competency and dedication to your career. This letter is proof that you are competent in your job and can perform work at a high standard using the knowledge provided by the professional body.

The final benefit with joining a professional body is the health and safety provided throughout the organisation. By this I mean that the main aim of the professional bodies is to provide guidance and knowledge of both the building regulations and the importance of working as safe as possible in order to keep the standards of health and safety up.



[image: HSE Statistics Deaths Per year. Health and Safety]Health and Safety in Construction

[image: Health and safety lack injuries]The construction industry is one of the most dangerous places in the world to work with both fatal and non-fatal accidents being a common problem. In fact, according to this pie chart 30% of fatal injuries in workplaces happen in the construction industry which highlights the danger of employee safety when working in construction. Not only are employees at risk from health and safety injuries, but it can also lead to a domino effect occurring onto the employers. If an injury happens in your workplace that is traced back to the cause being the company’s fault, there could be a claim put in of a large sum against the company. Also, injuries caused by the companies work environment being unsafe on a regular basis will			 leave an awful reputation on the company. If the           		 company does not have a good reputation, we					 will struggle to employ new people in the future as 					 the will not want to work in a dangerous environment 				       where their life could be at risk daily. Another problem with poor safety reputation is the difficulty the company will face in finding clients that would be okay with working alongside a company with such poor safety history. No company would want to take you on as a contractor or a client if your company runs the risk of bringing a history of health and safety issues alongside it. The most common cause of an injury in the construction industry is caused from falling from height as shown in this graph. Working from height is never going to be completely safe as it only takes 1 small slip or error, and an injury could happen instantly. The good thing is, there are many legislations in place to prevent the rate of injuries in the workplace even with working from height. The only thing is, there is not enough knowledge and education taking place on providing companies with the methods of preventing fatal injuries taking place that could’ve been easily avoidable. Therefore it is important for the company to look at becoming members of professional bodies that exist purely to make factories and companies a much safer place for employers, employees, and the general public.https://sbskills.co.uk/5-statistics-for-health-and-safety/



Professional Bodies 

The Institution of Occupation Safety and Health also commonly known as ‘IOSH’ is a health and safety professional body that has over 47000 members spread across 130 different countries. Not only is IOSH a professional body for just individual members, but whole construction companies can also sign up to the organisation so that suitable courses can be provided to all the different employees at the company giving every single employee the correct health and safety training required for them to carry out their work in a sensible manor. IOSH would be a great organisation for the company to get involved with as its focus is to support its members in making their workplace as safe, healthy and sustainable as possible. This would help prevent fatal injuries from ever happening in the company’s workshop and keep the standard of health and safety very high.
[image: headerlogo]With the company being a member of the IOSH organisation, it massively boosts the safety of all employees within the company. The knock-on effect of having a safe workshop from following all the training and knowledge from the IOSH organisation would lead to us having an advantage in landing future clients over the rival companies. Firstly, I think this because the company would be more appealing to potential high performance trades men looking for a new job that satisfies their welfare as we are 			      working tirelessly to provide them with the best safety within 				 the company. These high-performance employees can then 			          help to boost the efficiency of the current production and manufacturing process.https://iosh.com



A more personal organisation that I could be a member of as a trainee timber frame designer is the Structural Timber Association which is a professional body known as the STA. This specific professional body focuses on the design and production of timber frame ensuring that is done to a high standard every single time. In fact, it is important for this company to stamp its logo on designs made by an STA member as it represents the work has been done to its best quality standards. The main reason I feel that I should be a member in this professional body is because I am new to the timber frame industry and this organisation provides a few great benefits such as “relevant and ‘best-in-class’ training and education’ which I would learn so much from. Once you are a member of the organisation you are given access to the ‘highest quality and technical standards’ in place to steer you in the right direction to design the timber frame to a high standard and keeping in range of the building regulations at all times. Finally, having been awarded a certificate by the professional body, it would provide clients with confidence in me to carry out successful design work as a certificate from the STA is proof of a competence and dedication to my career. 



















Personal Development Plan


	Name:  Joseph Murnane

	Job role and responsibilities:  Trainee timber frame designer

	Review of learning needs 
	Development plan 

	Reference 
	In what area do I need to improve my performance? 
 
	What do I need to learn to achieve this? 
	What will I do to achieve this? 
	What are the likely resources and support that I will need? 
	How will I evaluate a successful outcome? 

	Communication
	Become more vocal during meetings and in the office.
	-How to improve on interacting with co-workers and clients.
-More information regarding timber frame construction and what I require to carry out a design.
	Work on interacting with people in my everyday life and put myself in situations where I can test my communication skills with other people. 
	The chance to shadow a more experienced designer during one of their meetings to make notes on how they conduct themselves and what information they ask for.

	Compare my minutes from an old meeting with one of my new ones to see if the information I have gathered is more than the previous meetings and will help me more with my job. My line manager would also be able to comment on my communication in the office as I am working with him throughout the day.

	Structural Design
	Designing floor joists and roof trusses
	-Learn more about the software we use to design the joists and trusses.
-Learn the design standards that my company follows.
	-Attend a 3-day course from the software provider.
-Use the design manual created by the line manager to carry out my first few designs.
	-Time off work provided to attend the 3-day work related course. 
-Funding from the directors to pay the course fee, as well as accommodation.
	-Able to successfully carry out a truss design without any software troubles.
My line manager will check the full design to check for any potential errors software related, or design related. 

	Software
	Building information modelling (BIM)
	How BIM software works and when I can use it.
	-Online training during work.
-Have a go at using BIM to bring my drawings together.
	-Time
-Funding to pay for the course fee
-A BIM licence
	I will carry out a practical test by bringing my wall designs, floor designs, and roof designs together and looking at the design from a 3D view in the BIM software. Once I can use the software to carry out the test it will be a successful outcome.

	University
	Planning
	-Different methods of planning
-What planning method suits me best
	I will take more time to plan my next assignment before I even make a start on the assignment itself.
	-Time
	To evaluate a successful outcome, I will compare my assignment grades to see if the extra planning has improved my overall grades.

	Structural Timber Association (STA)
	Lack of knowledge of the documents provided by the STA
	What the documents are about, how many documents there are and lots more
	Work through the training programme workbook provided by the STA specifically for timber frame designers.
	-Time 
	I will send my workbook off to the STA for evaluation and I can receive a certificate as a result
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