This essay will aim to compare three theorists linking to practice policy and academic literature and the impact this has on teaching and learning. The three theorists chosen for this essay are Burrhus Frederic Skinner an American psychologist, behaviourist, author, inventor, and social philosopher. John Dewey American philosopher and educator who was a founder of the philosophical movement known as pragmatism, a pioneer in functional psychology, and a leader of the progressive movement in education in the United States, and lastly Jean Piaget was a Swiss psychologist and genetic epistemologist. He is most famously known for his theory of cognitive development that looked at how children develop intellectually throughout the course of childhood. This essay will study each in some detail exploring the different theories and how they might be applied in schools.
It is a known fact that behaviour can influence a pupils learning. Some parents might look at a behaviour system of rewards and punishment the carrot and the stick principal. B.F Skinner studied a system called Operant Conditioning. “Operant conditioning is a method of learning that occurs through rewards and punishments for behaviour. Through operant conditioning, an individual makes an association between a particular behaviour and a consequence” (Skinner, 1938). In summary Operant conditioning looks at the principals of cause and effect such as the likelihood of repeated behaviour when there is a reward on offer each time, a motivating factor if you will. In the same way there is less chance of repeated behaviour and is shown in the Rat and food experiment. 
“Skinner is regarded as the father of Operant Conditioning, according to this principle, behaviour that is followed by pleasant consequences is likely to be repeated, and behaviour followed by unpleasant consequences is less likely to be repeated. Skinner introduced a new term into the Law of Effect - Reinforcement. Behaviour which is reinforced tends to be repeated (i.e., strengthened); behaviour which is not reinforced tends to die out-or be extinguished (i.e., weakened). Skinner (1948) studied operant conditioning by conducting experiments using animals which he placed in a 'Skinner Box” (McLeod, 2018).
Skinner identified three types of responses, or operant, that can follow behaviour. 
Neutral operants- These are responses that will unlikely result in an increase nor decrease in the probability of a behaviour being repeated. Reinforcers: These are responses that will likely result in an increase in the probability of a behaviour being repeated. Thus, being positive or negative. Punishers: These are responses that will likely result in a decrease in the probability of a behaviour being repeated. It is seen as punishment and therefore weakens a particular behaviour. 
This can be directly applied to the behaviour of children in both social and educational settings. When a reward is consistently offered, and this can be verbal the theory suggests that this behaviour is most likely to be repeated. However, people are not animals and as such we have certain freedoms that allow us to make choices. Informing those choices is essential for behaviour modification allowing the person to know what choice they make will affect the outcome an example of this could be a pupil walking out of a classroom without permission, if they stay they may have the opportunity to achieve reward points which could go towards a trip at the end of the year, however if they leave it could result in them having a phone call home or even an exclusion. This approach might be seen in stark contrast to John Dewey who argues for learning through doing. Dewey believed that the child should be an active participant in their learning he believed that “children learn best when they interacted their environments and were actively involved with the school curriculum. He rejected much of the prevalent theory of the time, behaviourism as too simplistic and inadequate to explain complex learning processes. He argued that rather than the child being a passive recipient of knowledge, as was presumed by many educators of the time, children were better served if they took an active part in the process of their own learning” (Wheeler, 2020). 
The theory is well understood and applied throughout classrooms today with students constantly challenged to be the solution to problems they face and even applied in social contexts it is more about ‘doing with’ rather than ‘doing for’ and there are various ways this can be achieved in the classroom a teacher might encourage students to find personal interest in the subject matter. This means contextualising a subject to appeal to the pupil’s interests. Design experiences that 
will lead to independent learning. This is achieved when pupils lead their own learning. Finally Respect each individual student. Recognising that each pupil develops and learns in many different ways the key here is to respect the pupil as an individual and therefore avoid leading them but rather facilitate their learning. It can be argued that when a pupil is actively involved in their learning and the teacher has encouraged and indeed facilitated their learning the need for behaviour positive or negative becomes increasingly redundant. However, this theory does not fully take into account the cognitive development of the child. “Piaget’s theory of cognitive development explains how a child constructs a mental model of the world. He disagreed with the idea that intelligence was a fixed trait and regarded cognitive development as a process which occurs due to biological maturation and interaction with the environment” (McLeod, 2018). Through his observations of his children, Piaget developed a stage theory of intellectual development that included four distinct stages: Firstly, the Sensorimotor Stage this stage is from birth to 2 years. This implies that the infant knows the world through their movements and sensations and that children learn about the world through basic actions such as sucking, grasping, looking, and listening. Secondly, the Preoperational Stage this occurs at aged 2 to 7 years, at this stage children begin to think symbolically and learn to use words and pictures to represent objects. While they are getting better with language and thinking, they still tend to think about things in very concrete terms. Thirdly, the Concrete Operational Stage occurring at Ages 7 to 11 years. During this stage, children begin to think logically about concrete events. They begin to understand the concept of conservation; that the amount of liquid in a short, wide cup is equal to that in a tall, skinny glass, for example. Their thinking becomes more logical and organized, but still very concrete. Lastly, the Formal Operational Stage this is at ages 12 and up major characteristics and developmental changes. At this stage, the adolescent or young adult begins to think abstractly and reason about hypothetical problems. Teens begin to think more about moral, philosophical, ethical, social, and political issues that require theoretical and abstract reasoning they begin to use deductive logic, or reasoning from a general principle to specific information. Piaget’s theory can be critiqued however as he only observed and sampled his own children and those of his colleagues. Some might argue that educationalists would map or chart a child through these cognitive stages and use them as simply just milestones it can be argued that the theory pays little or no attention to behaviourist theory such as that seen with Skinner. It could also be argued that these are categories in development and still allows the individual to learn at differing stages for example the more able and talented pupil might be able to be at Stage 3 when in age they are at stage 2, and this could be in support of Dewey’s theory. 
In conclusion this essay has looked briefly at three unique theories of learning all of which have been and are applied not just in the classroom environment but also in social settings. One can argue that such theories are totally necessary when educating the whole child and therefore should not be taken in isolation. Having an awareness of such theories can only ultimately benefit the educational development and well-being of the child. For example, it might be useful to recognise the independent learning journey of the pupil what cognitive stage they are working at and the motivating factors that a pupil responds to in order to aspire to achieve the best outcome for them, knowing this information can inspire and challenge a pupil to even higher outcomes. 
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