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Introduction
The contemporary situation is a complex subject covering a wide range of topics, including politics, economic change, social progress, technological innovation, environmental challenges, and artistic innovation. The state of contemporary art reflects the far-reaching effects of globalization, technological innovation, and socio-political dynamics. Driven by globalization, contemporary art transcends regional boundaries and demonstrates the blending and collision of multiple cultures. Artists actively explore different cultural expressions, combining local characteristics with a global perspective to create innovative works. Advances in society and technology have provided artists with new tools and forms of expression. Emerging fields such as digital art, virtual reality, artificial intelligence and interactive installations not only broaden the boundaries of art, but also make art and people have a better form of interaction. These technological innovations have allowed works of art to move beyond traditional galleries and museums to cyberspace and the public sphere. In terms of social markets, the contemporary art market continues to expand globally. Art auctions and art fairs became an important part of the art market, while also sparking discussions about the commercialization and investment value of art.

In short, contemporary art is an ever-changing field that reflects the diversity and complexity of contemporary society. Through innovative ways of expression and rich themes, artists constantly explore the possibilities of art, while also providing a mirror for society to examine and reflect.

Key words: contemporary situation, politics, social market, contemporary art

1.1 Research purpose

Contemporary art reflects current social, political, economic and cultural dynamics. By studying contemporary art, readers can gain a deeper understanding of trends in these fields and how they affect each other. With the advancement of technology and the development of globalization, artists are exploring new ways of expression, such as digital art, virtual reality and so on. Contemporary art often addresses important social and political issues, such as the environmental crisis, gender equality, and human rights. By studying these works of art, readers can better assess how art can play a role in raising public awareness and promoting society. The rapid development and changes of contemporary art market are closely related to society, from which we can study and reflect on the relationship between art and market. Today, contemporary art often transcends national boundaries and shows a mix of cultures. This has led to a better understanding and exchange between different cultures of contemporary art and increased awareness of global diversity. The experimental and innovative nature of contemporary art provides audiences with new perspectives and ways of thinking. Studying these works of art can stimulate innovative thinking and promote the development of creativity in individuals and society. Therefore, the research on the status of contemporary art in this paper is helpful for readers to have an in-depth understanding of contemporary society and art from multiple dimensions, and at the same time to study and analyze the impact of artists, works and art on society.
1.2 Research content

Art in its contemporary context is closely related to social and political relations and is a constantly changing field, reflecting the diversity and complexity of contemporary society. The artists use their work to comment on issues such as gender equality, environmental protection, human rights and political freedom. Through their works of art, they challenge social norms and bring public attention and discussion to important issues. Forms such as street art, performance art and social media art have played a significant role in conveying socio-political messages. When artists continue to explore the possibilities of art through innovative ways of expression and rich themes, they also provide a mirror for the society to examine and reflect. Because of this, people in the society also have different views on the behavior of some artists.

This article will take the Chinese artist Ai Weiwei in the contemporary situation as an example to discuss his behavior and works. Firstly, it analyzes the relevant literature of contemporary art at home and abroad in detail, and indicates the research ideas and methods of this paper. Then, through the domestic and foreign contemporary artists behavior of reasonable analysis; Then, it analyzes and criticizes the influence of Chinese artist Ai Weiwei on society. Finally, summarize and sort out.
1.3 Research methods

The main research methods applied in this paper include the literature research method: expanding the search scope from many aspects, extensively collecting relevant literature materials about contemporary conditions, contemporary artists and art, and analyzing the works of major artists. Case study method: Search and find contemporary art works related to or involved in this topic, obtain viewpoints and evidence through investigation and analysis, and construct relevant theoretical system. Summary method: This thesis analyzes, compares and summarizes the relevant works of artists and literature. Reference data analysis data, according to the basic theoretical knowledge and summary of practice to make this paper more theoretical, real, systematic.

Art in its contemporary condition
Art in its contemporary context reflects the effects of pluralism, globalization and technological change, as well as current social, political and environmental issues. Here are a few key features:

Diversity and Inclusion: Contemporary art emphasizes cultural diversity and social inclusion. Artists explore different identities, stories, and contexts to foster cross-cultural understanding and dialogue. Issues such as gender, race, ethnicity, and sexual orientation became an important part of artistic creation.

Sociopolitical criticism: Many contemporary works of art involve criticism of current social and political issues. This includes challenges to power structures, concerns about inequality and injustice, and responses to environmental crises.

Integration of technology and art: With the advancement of technology, new media forms such as digital art, virtual reality and augmented reality are becoming increasingly popular. Artists are using these new tools and platforms to create work that is interactive and experiential.

The impact of globalization: With the deepening of global communication, contemporary art is disseminated and displayed around the world, promoting the international exchange of different art forms and ideas.

Market and commercialization: The commercialization of the art market has had a significant impact on contemporary art. The commercial value of works of art, the collecting and auction market, and the digital sale and marketing of works of art are all part of the contemporary art environment.

Public art and community participation: Contemporary artists are paying more and more attention to art projects and community participation in public space, intervening in the community through art, and making art appear more frequently in the eyes of the public.

Therefore, contemporary art is a constantly developing and changing field, which is not only a stage for artistic expression, but also an important force to reflect and influence the social status quo.

2.1 Artists in contemporary situations

Ai Weiwei: A Chinese artist known for his insightful political commentary and bold artwork. His work often focuses on issues of social justice, human rights and free expression.

Banksy: A British street artist known for his satirical street art and sharp criticism of contemporary social issues. His work deals with war, capitalism, idolatry and environmental issues.

Olafur Eliasson: Icelandish-Danish artist known for creating immersive large-scale installations. His work often explores themes of environmental change and human perception.

Catherine Opie is an American photographer known for her depiction of marginalized groups and her exploration of sexual identity. Her work challenges traditional gender norms and socially prescribed roles.

Daniel Arsham: American artist known for his work that explores concepts of time, history, and the future. His art often blends past, present and future to create unique visual experiences.

These artists have significant influence in their respective fields, and their works not only demonstrate superb artistic skills, but also profoundly reflect the diverse faces of contemporary society. Although some of their works are controversial, through their art and works, readers can better understand and think about the complexity of contemporary conditions and society.

2.2 Chinese art under contemporary conditions


In China, many Chinese artists comment on the social and political situation in China through their works. Artists use art as a tool to express their personal views and social criticism on issues such as environmental protection, urbanization, and social inequality. Therefore, artists use their works to express their views on modern Chinese society and politics in a metaphorical or direct way.(Zhangqing,2019). In terms of both tradition and modernity, Chinese artists incorporate modern art techniques while maintaining traditional Chinese art forms. For example, traditional Chinese calligraphy, painting and sculpture have been reinterpreted and combined with contemporary art concepts and techniques to create works with unique styles.

With the deepening of globalization, Chinese art is also showing a more international trend. Chinese artists have participated in international art exhibitions and exchanges, and their works have received increasing attention in the global art market. This has not only increased the influence of Chinese art in the world, but also promoted cross-cultural artistic exchanges. (Zhihua,2018). Artists strive to maintain cultural identity in the context of globalization, while also absorbing and reflecting on the influence of Western modern art. With the development of society, the art market of all countries in the world has also developed rapidly, and China's art market is the same, and has become an important part of the global art market. In cities such as Beijing and Shanghai, the number of art districts and galleries continues to grow, as do the number of art fairs and auctions. On the one hand, it provides a platform for artists to display and sell their works, and on the other hand, it also triggers a discussion between people and society about the relationship between art and commercialization.(Liuwei,2020)
Contemporary Chinese art builds a diverse and dynamic artistic ecology between traditional and modern, local and international, which not only showcases China's rapidly changing sociocultural landscape, but also brings new perspectives and inspiration to the global art world.

2.3 Chinese artist Ai Weiwei in the contemporary situation

Contemporary Chinese artist Ai Weiwei is a hugely influential figure on a global scale, known for his activities in the artistic and socio-political spheres. His art includes sculpture, installation, photography, and film, often incorporating profound political and social commentary.

Ai Weiwei's artistic style is known for its boldness and direct social criticism. He often uses art as a tool to challenge and comment on the policies and practices of the Chinese government, particularly in the areas of freedom of expression, human rights and democracy. In addition to his activities in China, Ai Weiwei is also an internationally renowned artist. His work is exhibited in museums and galleries around the world, and his influence in the international art world highlights the global relevance of his work, particularly in raising awareness of human rights issues in China and around the world.

Ai Weiwei's art is not limited to traditional media, he also actively uses social media to spread his political messages and artworks. His active presence on social media platforms has allowed his art and views to quickly spread around the world, enhancing interaction with the international community. He challenges conventional wisdom through his art and bravely explores social and political issues, earning him respect and recognition worldwide.

Research on Ai Weiwei's artistic works

Ai Weiwei's art is not only a work of visual expression, but also a profound reflection on contemporary society, politics and culture. His work has often provoked widespread controversy and discussion, but undoubtedly provides a powerful perspective to examine and reflect on the present and history of society. Through the study of his work, readers can gain a deeper understanding of how contemporary art serves as a medium for socio-political commentary, and how artists can influence and change audiences' perspectives through their creations.

3.1 Sunflower Seeds

Ai Weiwei's latest large-scale physical installation, Sunflower Seeds, is on display at Tate Modern's Turbine Hall on October 12, 2010. Ai Weiwei's art work Sunflower Seeds is deeply influenced by the postmodern art form. It embodies the outstanding features of postmodern Art: 1. Assemblage Art 2. Crafts-as-Art 3. Selection objects Found 4. Installation Art 5. Splicing art 6. Philosophical connotation. It is a strong challenge to traditional aesthetics and traditional art.(Jiangwei,2013) This highly postmodern aesthetic meaning of the work in the praise at the same time, the voice of damage at the same time sounded. The genius of the artist lies in creating, changing, and discovering the perceptual world of the new art form. Ai Weiwei's Sunflower Seeds brings us exactly such a new world of forms.(Zehou,2004) From the point of view of materials and production process, "Sunflower Seeds" reflects the traditional Chinese craft - porcelain production. Ai recruited about 1,600 artisans in Jingdezhen, China, who used traditional methods to make these porcelain sunflower seeds, each one unique. This process not only shows the beauty of craftsmanship, but also reflects the value of collective labor and handicrafts in China's industrialization process.

It is not the traditional sculpture, painting, but every fine small ceramic products of the grand pile; And each ceramic sunflower seed is made by a craftsman, not an artist; If you hold each sunflower seed in your hands, you will find that they are full of personality, and if you look at the landscape from a distance, you will think that it is a copy of a sunflower seed. Even more noteworthy is the fact that such an abstract post-modernity installation is composed of traditional Chinese ceramics. In this way, the viewer will naturally remember the image of this work while thinking. It can be seen that the process of variation of artistic image has become a transformation of "from representation to expression, from expression to decoration, and then from decoration to representation and expression". From the meaning in the concrete artistic image to the meaningful form, from the meaningful form to the half of the decorative beauty, this is the process of artistic accumulation, and it is also the process of the continuous enrichment and complex maturity of human aesthetic psychological structure, especially passion.(Xiangwen,2015)

Ai Weiwei's art installation Sunflower Seeds deeply confirms the postmodern aesthetic thought. Based on contemporary social reality, Sunflower Seeds uses artistic language to transform and sublimate realistic materials, creating a scattered, fragmentary and grand artistic fantasy world. (Daozi,2007) The development of art has gone through cave paintings and decorative patterns in ancient times, to the worship of gods and heroes in the Greco-Roman period, to medieval asceticism, the discovery of "man" in the Renaissance, Romanticism, realism, symbolism, and so on, until today's postmodernism. Ai Weiwei's works have strong features of post-modernity techniques. (Pengfeng,2004)

Symbolically, Sunflower Seeds is subject to multiple interpretations. First, sunflower seeds are often seen as a symbol of the people in Chinese culture, and the work is therefore seen as a metaphor for the Chinese masses, reflecting the individual's place in the group. Although each sunflower seed is handmade, they are remarkably similar in shape and color, reflecting the tension between mass reproduction and individual creativity in contemporary society. Secondly, the work is also interpreted as a commentary on the social and political situation in China, especially in terms of freedom of expression and collective action. Ai Weiwei himself, as a social activist and critic, often expresses concern for social issues through his art.(Shengying,2011)

Overall, Sunflower Seeds is not only a visually appealing work of art, but also a profound reflection on contemporary Chinese society, politics and culture. With this work, Ai Weiwei successfully combines traditional craftsmanship, the relationship between the individual and the collective, and social commentary to create a multi-layered and thought-provoking artistic expression. Although "Sunflower Seeds" is the product of Chinese contemporary art facing the impact of the world's postmodern thought, it is inevitable that it will not be understood and accepted, but it is one of the aspects of the development of Chinese contemporary art.(Luyang,2008)
3.2 Fairy Tales

Ai Weiwei's Fairy Tale is a multi-part art project that was first shown at Documenta 12 in Kassel, Germany, in 2007. The project includes several components, such as inviting 1,001 Chinese citizens to travel to Germany, placing 1,001 ancient Chinese chairs, and presenting a series of personal stories and videos. Through this project, Ai explores the themes of cultural exchange, identity and globalization.

A notable feature of Fairy Tales is its large-scale social participation and interactivity. Ai invited 1,001 Chinese citizens from all classes and backgrounds, many of whom had never traveled abroad before. This direct engagement not only transformed the participants' personal experiences, but also became a tool for Ai to explore globalization and cultural exchange. The 1,001 ancient Chinese chairs placed in the exhibition space are a visual reference to historical and cultural heritage. These chairs not only represent Chinese history and tradition, but also provide a physical space for the audience to rest and reflect, thereby engaging and experiencing more deeply the environment Ai Weiwei has created.(Sudan,2013)

In addition, the personal stories and videos in Fairy Tales showcase the diversity and individuality of Chinese citizens from different social backgrounds. These narratives enhance the personal and emotional aspects of the project, allowing the viewer to relate more directly to the themes and characters in the work.

In terms of political and social commentary, Fairy Tale can also be read as a critique of contemporary Chinese society, political system, and relations with the Western world. With this project, Ai raises questions about freedom, individual expression, and state control, while also exploring the tension between the universality and particularity of culture. Fairy Tales is Ai Weiwei's insightful exploration of cultural identity, individual and collective experience, and the relationship between China and the West under the influence of globalization. Through its scale, participation and diversity, the project has succeeded in sparking a broad discussion on cultural exchange and socio-political issues.

IV. Ai Weiwei's art commentary and analysis

Ai Weiwei is an internationally influential Chinese contemporary artist whose work spans a variety of mediums, including sculpture, installation art, photography and film. Ai Weiwei's art is often seen as a profound commentary and reflection on social, political and cultural phenomena. And his artworks are not only visually engaging, but more importantly, they provide a profound insight into important social, political and cultural issues in today's world. Through his work, Ai shows the powerful potential of art as a tool for criticism, reflection and social change. However, because of this, some artists, including people in society, have mixed opinions on his works and behaviors.

4.1 Political and social criticism

Ai Weiwei's art and public behavior are deeply rooted in political and social criticism, which is reflected in many of his works. He used art to comment on government policies, censorship, and human rights abuses. Forget-me-not, for example, was a direct response to the tragic collapse of a school in the 2008 Sichuan earthquake and the ensuing government response. He used backpacks to symbolise the children killed in the quake, while criticising the government's failure in disaster response and transparency. His work often implies criticism of the Chinese government's lack of freedom of speech and expression.

Ai Weiwei's art also explores various issues in Chinese society, such as neglect in the process of urbanization, the gap between rich and poor, and the preservation of cultural heritage. In Sunflower Seeds, he not only criticizes China's industrialization and production methods, but also reflects the status and situation of ordinary workers in this process. His works also highlight the impact of globalization on Chinese culture and traditions, seeking to evoke awareness and reflection on these changes. While Ai Weiwei's work is conceptually innovative, some artists have argued that some of his work lacks originality and depth on a visual and technical level. Some social comments have pointed out that although Sunflower Seeds is impressive in terms of quantity, it may not be as exquisite as other traditional works of art in terms of artistic expression and craftsmanship.(Zhangjuan,2009)

Ai Weiwei is controversial for his outspoken political stance. His criticism of the Chinese government and advocacy of human rights and freedom of expression have drawn praise from some viewers and critics, while others have found his work too direct, lacking artistic subtlety, or deemed his political positions too radical. Because of this, some of Ai Weiwei's actions and expressions are seen by some critics as activism rather than purely artistic expression. The artist's view that some of his works and actions are more political protest than artistic creation may blur the line between art and political action.

4.2 Reflections on art and culture

Many of Ai Weiwei's works and actions emphasize the importance of individual rights and freedoms. Through his art and public speech, he challenged government restrictions on individual freedom. For example, he has boldly expressed criticism of the government through social media platforms, even though doing so puts him at serious personal risk. Ai Weiwei combines art and protest, using innovative art forms to convey his political and social messages. His works are often seen as part of protest actions, through which he offers new perspectives and insights into contemporary issues.(Peiyu,2006). Ai Weiwei also devoted himself to the criticism and preservation of traditional Chinese culture. He uses traditional materials and techniques in his work, while questioning contemporary society's attitudes and treatment of these heritages. Ai Weiwei's work often inspires debate about the relationship between art and culture. Some critics have questioned whether art may compromise its value as a purely artistic expression when it focuses too heavily on social and political issues.

4.3 International Influence

As a contemporary artist, Ai Weiwei's international influence is remarkable. This influence is reflected not only in his art and exhibitions, but also in his role as a social activist and public intellectual. He is widely recognized in the international art world because his work has been exhibited in many major galleries and art exhibitions worldwide, such as Tate Modern in London, Momoa Art Museum in New York, etc. These exhibitions have attracted large audiences and made an important impact in the international art world.

As an active social commentator and political activist, Ai Weiwei's focus on global issues of human rights, freedom of speech and political transparency has sparked widespread discussion in the international community. He uses his artistic and public platform to criticize social and political issues in China and around the world.

As Ai Weiwei's fame has grown in the world, his criticism of society and its problems has become more intense. His international fame has also led to some criticism, particularly over whether his art has received undue attention due to his political stance. Critics have pointed out that some of his works may receive disproportionate attention and value in the art market due to their celebrity status. The discussion of how Ai represents and interprets Chinese culture is also controversial. Some critics have argued that his work may rely too heavily on Western audiences' stereotypes of Chinese politics and culture. Still, such public opinion and criticism cannot negate Ai Weiwei's international influence. He combines art and activism to create a unique approach to social engagement. His approach has been lauded internationally as an example of how art can be used for social change.(Xinmin,2008)

V. Conclusion

Ai Weiwei's art and behavior embody a profound political and social critique. His focus is not only on issues in China, but also on human rights, freedoms and the protection of cultural heritage on a global scale. Through his art, Ai Weiwei has successfully transformed social and political criticism into a global conversation that has sparked widespread concern and discussion.

Social criticism of Ai Weiwei involves many aspects of the political, artistic and cultural content of his works. These criticisms reflect the challenges and controversies Ai Weiwei has faced as a complex artist and social activist. Despite these criticisms, Ai Weiwei is still widely regarded as one of the most influential artists of our time, and his work and actions have inspired important discussions about art, politics and culture around the globe. Ai Weiwei has had a profound international impact, which is reflected in his artistic creations, political stances, and deep insights into global cultural and social issues. His work and actions have stimulated discussion on important socio-political issues around the world, while also promoting cross-cultural understanding and communication.
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