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This Essay will provide and compare definitions of childhood in development of social construction in historical times to current times. Also looking at policies and legislation in social construction of childhood and families from historical to present times. Whereby identifying range of approaches and interventions which, support vulnerable children, young people and families in present times and evaluating how effective they are in improving lives. Some recommendations for improvements that will benefit and what impact they will have on the children, young people, and families. 
Childhood is related from the early years of a child from Nursery, primary and secondary school. Allowing the child to grow strong and become confident. Childhood is a range of age span from birth and puberty relating to becoming an adolescence. This will give great encouragement to their family that the quality of years has become of the child’s life (Jenks, 2020).
According to Piaget’s theory there are 4 stages of development and these are:
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A childhood status worldwide throughout history is seen as:
· an innocent child
· vulnerable child 
· a customer
· household earner as a worker
· threat to society 				(Merino, 2012).







Before the seventeenth-and-eighteenth century childhood concept did not exist, therefore children where accepted as young adults with the same rights, responsibilities, and skills. The children were trained in trades, so that they would be contributing into society as they grew up, this was able to be done because the law was poorly supported and that children where necessities of their parents (Field, 1975).
In the nineteenth century parents conveyed more responsibility and love to the good of helping the child into contributing as a member of the society. This would open doors of blame and the child would no longer be responsible for the blame hence why? This would be looked at how the parents where bringing up the child and the good and bad behavior of child would reflect this (Howard et al., 2017). 
In the Twenty century the concept of childhood getting the blame was shifting and a child intervention to protect children came from poor parental care. The parents led to be blamed for the children and are responsible in any case if the children become anti-social or on the other hand praised them for being an achiever in communities (Marks, 2017). The demonic model has illustrated that childhood construction has blamed society and not the child. Historical concepts indicated that a child should be seen and not heard, and parents or guardians should be the decision maker of the child’s life (Katajala, 2016). For example in another part of the world i.e. many poor countries including Pakistan, India, Somalia and many others are known for that the children under the age of 15 are not getting education, girls are married off at a young age because, not to be a burden on the family. The boys are sent to work to contribute to the family’s income (Stephen, Jenkins & Philippe, 2014). Although a shift within the UK and many other modern European countries it is a common view that suggest that children have limited capacity for independence and decision making. It also can be argued that a child is not an adult as they have significant lower level of development to the extent of an adult. This also indicates that a child is immature and would more likely make errors and should not be punished for their actions (Dalton, et al., 2016).
In the Twenty-first century a childhood can, be a harm to society through consumer ideology lifestyle. Media and internet suggest that adult notions, behaviors, attitude, sexual activity, violence, drug usage and teenage violence shows the difference links between adults and childhood. Therefore, it is a common place for children to be constructed to be perfect sweet angels or little brats, innately possible of horrific types of crimes until adults in society that influence them (Neve, 2015).


Poverty can be described as someone living below the minimum requirement to feed themselves, their children and family. Poverty is deformed by not being able to meet the necessary elements of possessions to occupy basic quality of life like food, shelter, and clothing (Dowler et al., 2001).
Poverty has different forms that is linked to individuals, families and groups which, could be described as being in poverty from lacking supplements, not participating in activities, poor standard of living and not being able to afford luxuries amenities which are common in society (Alkire, & Santos, 2014).
Poverty can be measured and defined by absolute, relative, or social exclusion.
Absolute poverty is a necessary means of meeting basic essential to keep the mind and soul together.
Relative poverty is means of basic income not being met and therefore limits the means of spending.
Social exclusion is a term used to define individuals or areas that suffer from poverty and deprivation linked to poor housing, ASB, unemployment, illness, troubled families, poor skills, and low incomes (Lister, 2004).
The society that is lived in is defined by people’s needs and measured in relative terms. Therefore, resources commanded by individuals, families and groups are below their regular daily patterns and they end up missing out on traditions and activities. As they exclude themselves from Birthdays, Christmas, holidays, hobbies and even Sunday lunch which, is a British tradition, if they cannot afford to take part it will be assumed you live in relative poverty. Those that are likely to be affected are low paid workers. As low paid workers have less security and fringe benefits, compared to higher and skilled workers. Low paid workers in society come from different groups as they could be women, part timers, families, sick and the elderly (Ridge, 2002). Elizabeth’s Law existed well before the seventeenth century this was commissioned in 1601 those that imposed it would be sent to jail, and if anyone caught begging faced punishment of getting whipped (Pritchett, 2006). During this period contraception was not available and women where encouraged to have large families. Women would have 8-10 children, and the focus was to have boys as they would grow up and be sent to fight in wars or earners for the family. The child from upper, middle, and lower class had different upbringings. The higher class where treated with education and privileges, while the middle where in a position to be able to provide the essentials and had stability in life. The low-class child upbringing was begging, pick pocketing, no education and slave labour. A child was always seen as a child until the world around them saw them as an adult (Hulme, et al., 1996). People feared the workhouse and the government was encouraged by this as lazy people they where called would avoid it including children, women, and men. As they would be separated from the entire family and sent to different parts of the workhouse and this lasted for 350 years with many generations going through this (Small, et al., 2010).
In the nineteenth and twenty century many law reforms and amendment Acts included:
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[bookmark: wstate][bookmark: abolition]A child in the late nineteenth and twenty century all children had to be sent to school from nursery, primary and secondary schools. As children left secondary education, certain cultures would still not allow girls to go beyond to colleges and universities. Therefore post 16 was introduced to eradicate this which, would mean the education continued until the adolescent turned 18. The children in this century get to play with tangible items such as toys, iPad, computers, and watch televisions. The parents are responsible for sending their children to school otherwise a fine can be imposed (Mowafi, & Khawaja, 2005). In 2010 the coalition government of Conservatives and Liberal Democrats pledged to reduce the deficit by reducing the benefits. The system was in place to help the poor, but instead the focus was that they should help themselves by getting into paid employment as the country was coming out of recession. Although it can be suggested that everyone should consider helping themselves to improve their standards of living. But it can be argued that many will have difficulties in being able to get into paid employment for example: the disabled, low skilled, families with single parents and even the low paid who make ends meet with some benefits. It should be considered where possible that practical assistance not just economic is a way of getting out of poverty traps (De Agostini, Hills, & Sutherland, 2018). Currently the Conservative government are resurrecting the welfare system set up by the Labour Party of Tax Credits and Child Tax Credits and are replacing it with a legacy benefit called Universal Credit with a combined six benefits in one (Butler, 2018). With the current welfare system in place families are finding it difficult to make ends meet. It is essential to have a food, shelter, and clothing. But poverty know is classed in different terms, although it is essential to have the 3 previous described on top of that, you know require: central heating, computers, Internet, mobile device, cars and going on holidays. Many families are on a pay as you go system which, means they are paying higher unit cost to heat their homes. Internet is essential during Covid-19 as many families are missing work or education as they are not able access other means due to lockdown. Many families tend to go on holidays at least twice a year, those that are not able to afford and are classed as being in poverty are able to do activities after school to help deprived backgrounds and free entries into museums is a good way for families to socialise and the children get a valuable education about history and geography (Foster, 2015). 
The government within the UK has taken several measures to eradicate poverty. By creating employment opportunities and controlling population by offering benefits for 2 children only policy. Although those families that have had children before 2016 are entitled to get benefits for all of them (Cowburn, 2019). Getting more people re-skilled and undergraduate courses to help to get more education in different fields to be able to adapt to changes to the employment market (Woodcock, 2020). The means-tested welfare benefits help’s families that are on low income, unemployed, sick, and disabled by offering housing benefit, allowances, and other means of support by charities and food banks (Morris, 2013). The minimum wage is in place and to reduce poverty for those that are in employment and are paid the correct amount (Elliott & Collison, 2020). Economic growth and the free market policies will have an impact on the poorest in society and will help them increase living standards. The government support of free education, and health care is a direct sign of provision of goods and services provided by them (Koukoulas, 2015). To help and support the children and families it is important to raise awareness and have a target group to approach to reduce child poverty or help the troubled families.  Families will avoid services with a stigma if you emphasise poverty instead approach by stating help is available whether this is linked to getting people back into work and helping family income or supporting children (Bloomer, 2019). Many multi-disciplinary services have joint collaborations to help support families to reduce poverty, from the local authority helping families get housing or located into temporary accommodation, until a permanent house is found. Priority will be given to young children with single mothers that are either homeless or been evicted but housing support is available from housing benefits. Job centres will help families to make a claim for benefits which, include: Job Seekers allowance, Income Support and Universal Credit. The job centres will offer vouchers to those who are unable to meet basic needs and these vouchers are then taken to the Food Banks in exchange for food. Charities are also available where they collect old clothing, shoes and household items and they are distributed to those in desperate needs for these items (Roberts, 2020). A recent debate was highlighted by the footballer Marcus Rashford who plays for Manchester united that the government should provide free school meals while children are off from school during the pandemic of Covid-19 and summer holidays. Although the government refused to engage into this argument it was left for the local authority and schools to agree that this should be happening when children are off and are entitled to free schools meals or given vouchers for the families to spend to provide for their basic food and that no children should go hungry (Siddique, 2020).

1: Nick Clegg during the coalition introduced free school meals for all children up to year 2 in primary schools whether you where on benefits or not. This pledge by the government was a direct action what family’s needs to help support with poverty. Not only does the child get all the nutrition’s the body requires but also helps families with disposable income to be spent elsewhere. A family not on benefits will have to provide pack lunch or £12 a week for school meals. Those that are on pack lunch families provide food that are cheap and unhealthy, and children miss out on vital vitamins and nutrition’s. Therefore, this policy should continue for all children for the all years and even into secondary schools so that it can help the child’s development.
2: School leavers should be encouraged to go into further training and higher education. Which will help geographical issues such as poverty and unemployment. Thus, this will alleviate the adolescents getting into crime as they will have a focus in life.
3: Increasing progressive taxes for higher earners from 40 to 50 percent will, enable regressive taxes to be cut like VAT and Sale Tax. This then can help increase the welfare benefits for the poor and an effective way to reduce relative poverty.
4: A rise in National living wage will help the poorest families to have a better income, which will allow the families to meet essentials.
5: Having a Universal basic income provided to all regardless of income or circumstances. A system that can provide a basic income to everyone guaranteed and will not disadvantage those by means tested if they work more.
6: Foreign aid should be requested from developed countries so that poverty and deprivation can be eliminated because due to wars certain children and families get caught up in this situation when conflicts take place due to no fault of their own and loose loved ones, get homeless, orphaned and they cannot even get the basic needs fulfilled.




Childhood throughout history has constructed number of ideological that determine how laws and legislation have been influenced in poverty and unevenly distributed which, always will be the case. As history suggest that adults would not hand power over to children as adults knew best. It was suggested that giving power to children will alternately take way the rights of a child in childhood and then there is no difference between an adult and a child. Viewing it from idealistic construction point of view it be a child who is innocence and should not be barricaded with responsibility and decision making. Children and family’s lives are judged by being poor citizens as they are vulnerable in society. Parents from poor family backgrounds are criticised for being responsible for poverty construction that take place within the family without understanding their situation. All forms of poverty and deprivation have connections in social deprived neighborhoods and exemplified by lone parents, the elderly, the sick, low paid workers and the vulnerable. Pressures in society and family circumstances form into family crisis and parents struggle to provide the basic needs for the family, from food, shelter, and clothing. This will make a childhood upbringing more complicated and complex for the parents in an environment where poverty can lead to many different distractions. To reduce poverty, you will require a starting point by educating the youth of today. This will allow them to build on education, self-esteem, and knowledge which, can lead them into adulthood and have the necessary requirements to succeed in life. Although it will be a challenge as wealth and income will never be the same. United Kingdom is a well-developed country and therefore has the resources to help and support the children and adults to develop skills to eliminate itself from poverty in society.
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