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1. Topic of Focus 
This research proposal investigates racial disparities in maternal outcomes for Black and other ethnic minority women using NHS maternity services in the UK. Despite advancements in care, significant inequalities in maternal mortality, morbidity, and experiences remain (Knight et al., 2023).
1.1 Review Question 
The upcoming scoping review will explore this research question: What does existing peer-reviewed literature reveal about the nature, causes, and experiences of racial disparities in maternal outcomes in the UK?
1.2 Objectives
The objectives of this scoping review are as follows:  
1. Identify and map racial disparities in maternal outcomes in the UK.  
2. Examine socioeconomic, clinical, and systemic factors driving these disparities.  
3. Explore the experiences of Black and ethnic minority women in NHS maternity services.  
4. Identify literature gaps and their implications for midwifery practice and NHS policy.
2. Rationale
This review addresses a critical public health issue highlighted by MBRRACE-UK (2024), which indicates that from 2020 to 2022, Black women were nearly three times more likely to die during pregnancy or within six weeks postpartum compared to White women, with a relative risk of 2.87. Additionally, the stillbirth rate for Black women is 6.5 per 1,000 births, while for White women, it is 3.5 (Office for National Statistics, 2024).
These statistics reveal significant health disparities and human rights concerns, driven by comorbidities, socioeconomic deprivation, and systemic racism (Souza et al., 2024). Vousden et al. (2024) found that Black women are 2.43 times more likely to die than White women, regardless of age and social deprivation. This highlights the urgent need for a scoping review in midwifery, health, and social care.
3. Methods
This study will employ a scoping review methodology, based on the framework established by Arksey and O'Malley (2005) and further developed by Levac et al. (2010). This approach is well-suited for mapping existing evidence, identifying research gaps, and synthesising findings across a variety of study designs. A systematic search will be conducted across three peer-reviewed academic databases: PubMed, CINAHL (via EBSCOhost), and Sage Journals. The search terms will encompass combinations of "racial disparities," "maternal outcomes," "Black women," "ethnicity," "maternity care," "NHS," and "United Kingdom." Boolean operators (AND/OR) will be utilised to refine the searches.
3.1 Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria
Inclusion criteria will consist of peer-reviewed primary or secondary research on UK maternity services published from 2019 to 2024 in English. We will exclude policy papers, editorials, commentaries, and conference proceedings. Three to five qualifying studies will undergo thematic analysis to identify key themes and patterns.
4. Ethical Considerations
This secondary research study does not require formal ethical approval but will adhere to ethical principles. Academic integrity will be upheld through transparent methods, precise Harvard citations, and a commitment to avoiding plagiarism. Sensitivity will be prioritised when engaging with racially marginalised communities, ensuring respectful reporting. The researcher will remain reflexive regarding the impact of positionality on interpretation (Braun and Clarke, 2022).
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