The Learner: Who Am I Teaching? – ECAD 6007                           Student Number: 2205135

A critical evaluation and the identification of next teaching and learning steps focusing on a case study of an individual learner or a group of learners, based on an observed critical incident.


Appendices

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022. 10.20a.m. – 11.20a.m. Year 7.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The lesson observed was History and was the 2nd lesson of the day on Monday. The Year 7 students had just finished their break prior to the lesson. The class was a mixed ability class. 





	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

The teacher had provided a detailed explanation of the historical event to be studied. After the explanation, the teacher had set a task, displayed on PowerPoint, with multiple numbered steps to be completed by the students. The teacher stated that the steps of the task may be completed in any order in which the students are comfortable with. The students began to work on the task with some students doing the same step, while other students started on different ones. The students completed the task with very little disruption and appeared to work quite effectively as they completed the task in a short amount of time. 







	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?


Areas of exploration could include engagment of learning, behaviour managment and student choice. The teacher allowing students to choose where they started on the displayed task appeared to have great effect on student engament with the task and the overall behaviour of students during the task. Avenues of research could include the effect of student choice on learning and behaviour as well as the effect of student choice overall. 







	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













Record 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022. 11.20a.m. – 12.20p.m. Year 7.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The lesson observed was Physics and was the 3rd lesson of the day on Monday. The Year 7 students had just finished lesson 2, History, prior to the lesson. The class was a mixed ability class. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the beginning of the lesson, the teacher began the lesson by checking the homework that the students had completed the night before. The teacher displayed the questions via PowerPoint on the electronic board. The teacher began asking the students for answers to the first question. Student engagement seemed quite low with no students raising their hands and willing to provide an answer. The teacher randomly selected a student to answer the question. The student provided a correct answer. The teacher responded by saying “excellent, well done (student’s name)”. After the teacher responded, student engagement began to increase with an increased number of hands raised. The following answers were responded with positive reinforcement and provided a space in which students felt comfortable in providing their answers. This in turn seemed to create a snowball effect whereby at least half of the students’ hands were raised by question 3 of the homework and student engagement had significantly increased.  




	Areas of possible exploration: what do you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Areas of possible exploaration include the use of random questioning, positive reinforcement and engagement of learning. The use of random questioning and positve reinforcement improved the quality of student learning by increasing student engagement within the classroom. 



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













Record 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022. 11.20a.m. – 12.20p.m. Year 7.


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The lesson observed was Physics and was the 3rd lesson of the day on Monday. The Year 7 students had just finished lesson 2, History, prior to the lesson. The class was a mixed ability class. 








	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

During the Physics lesson, a teaching assistant (TA) provided assistance towards a student with additional learning needs (ALN). The TA was assigned to that particular student throughout the day. The student had dyslexia and the TA helped the student with their notes. Later in the lesson, the TA began to assist other students without ALN as the student with dyslexia announced to the TA that he wouldn’t need help with the next section of class work. The TA assisted the other students and a noticebale improvement in student engagement was observed. 



	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Areas if possible exploration include the uses of teaching assistants for students with ALN as well as assisting students without ALN. Additionally, the effect of a teacher assistant on student engament and learning is another avenue of potential exploration as engemeant appeared to increase when the TA provided help, which improved student learning overall. 








	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)













