Portfolio of Evidence: Placement at Camp 

[bookmark: _GoBack]My placement was undertaken at an English language camp in America which hosted children from the ages of 6-18 in which they lived in at the camp for either 1, 2, or 3-week sessions. These children came from a wide array of countries to study at the camp with majority of the children being Brazil, China and Mexico. My role within the placement was senior counsellor and a teaching assistant for the English lessons. 

Day 1:

The first few days of camp before the campers arrived were used for training the staff to a level which was suitable for the job that we would be undertaking. Our first day was split into three sessions; the morning was a chance to get to know each member of the team that we would be working with. There was 20 members of staff from over 8 different countries between us, this therefore meant there was a lot of different languages and cultures within the staff team. The session was a celebration of our diverse team and gave us a chance to get to know everyone. The afternoon sessions were split into two with the first being a two-hour safeguarding seminar and the last session was again a two-hour session on how to deal with typical camper situations that may occur; such as bullying, homesickness and children not wanting to take part in both English lessons and camper activities. We learned about this through role playing and everyone was encouraged to take part. Notes from the safeguarding session and dealing with camp situations can be seen below. 
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Day 2: 

Due to the nature of our camp doing many trips and excursions at least twice a week we had to be prepared for things which may happen which are out of our control. Therefore, day two of our training was a much more interactive task which we had to tackle. We were taken to a local shopping mall and each given walkie talkies (which had to be used on a daily basis at camp for communication between staff) and given scenarios which may happen when we go on day trips with the children. We then had to try and solve these scenarios and ensure we were not compromising the children’s safety.  I was given a situation in which a we had all gathered back to the meeting point, however a group of 3 campers were still not back to the meeting point after 15 minutes of the planned time, in this case it was our senior management whom it was my task to ensure they were returned. I then had to act out what I would have done; I created a strategic plan and gave each camp counsellor a section of the shopping mall to do a sweep of and eventually the 3 ‘campers’ were found in the food court. 

Day three: 

My final day of training was focussed upon the English language side of the camp. We had training from the head teacher of the language school on how to communicate effectively with our campers as all the campers had English as a second language. We were made aware that many of our campers would not understand things such as British idioms or slang, however we were encouraged to explain these to the children as to make their spoken English as authentic as possible. As I was also there to help out with the English lessons, I planned a lesson for the first week of camp which was about the children celebrating their cultures. As seen below: 
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The evening was used to decorate the corridors and classrooms in time for the children’s arrival which gave the university dorms and lecture theatres a camp feel. 

Day 4: 

This was welcome day for the 40 campers who would be spending the next 2 weeks at the camp. The children were divided into 7 groups, each with an animal name and I was assigned to the flamingos who ranged from ages 13-18. As we were situated on a college campus which was quite big, the children undertook a photo challenge around the campus to get to know where things were, this involved the children posing in different locations and doing tasks at each spot while I photographed them. This allowed the children to get to know each other and practice their English-speaking skills, but it also gave the camp counsellors a chance to assess their English-speaking abilities in a natural setting without the children knowing. 
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Day 5: 

Today the campers had their first English lessons and we gave each camper an English test both written and oral to put them into different level English classes. I was able to help run the oral testing and had to ensure that the other camp counsellors knew how to grade the level of English within the test. The scores ranged from 1-5 on each section 1 being the lowest and 5 being the highest. There was beginner, intermediate, advance and fluent. We then sorted out the tests into beginner, intermediate and advanced and sorted out which class the children would be placed in. This enabled me to have an experience assessing children based on their English language skills and I was able to see how children with basic English skills faired compared to advance. 

We then had welcome night in which each group of campers had to make up a chant for their group – this was used another group bonding activity in which all members of the group had to interact with each other. It allowed me to see how children from different cultures from a host of cultures could bond and share in group activities even if their English was not the strongest within the group. 

Day 6: 

Today was the campers first experience of a camp excursion in which we took the children to the freedom trail in Boston city centre. We had a guided tour along the 4-kilometre trail which has 16 significant historical locations throughout Boston. This allowed the campers and staff a chance to learn about the city which they were staying in and allowed them to experience the culture and history of the city. I had to prepare the excursion sheet taking into account any risks that may take place on the excursion. The excursion showed that children are able to thrive in learning away from the classroom as some of the quietest members of the camp were asking the tour guide questions confidently in English. This suggested that not everyone learns best within the classroom and that time away from the traditional learning environment can help students.




























[image: ]The sheet I made for the Freedom Trail trip 




































In the evening we had our first conversation club which is a half hour session of an evening with your camper group to have English conversation about certain topics. Conversation club allows the campers to have time to practice their English in groups in a natural out of the classroom setting; it is very relaxed and tries to be as fun as possible. 




Day 7: 

Today I was able to deliver my class to the advanced level class about their culture and identity. The pupils had a total of 9 different cultural between them and the idea behind the class was for the pupils to pair up with someone who was from a different country and by the end of the class be able to present what they had found out about their partner. To help the pupils we went through some describing words and connection words beforehand and also spoke about important things to consider while presenting to the class. The pupils were very keen to hear about each other cultures and it became a celebration of their differences. 

[image: ]Slides from my class on Culture and Identity 


Day 8: 
Day 8:

We introduced our STEM challenge today (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) I had to design the challenges for the campers to take part in and produce detailed sheets for the other counsellors to follow. The campers were spilt into groups and had to complete two challenges throughout the day. The first challenge was a STEM map making tour of the campus in which the campers would have to travel around the campus completing challenges and collecting puzzles pieces as they go. I was paired with the gators who were the youngest members of the cohort and who had very minimal English language skills therefore I had to ensure I was using terminology that they could understand. They then had to design a course for a marble with materials that we supplied. The whole day was designed to encourage the campers to use STEM skills, but also teamwork and English language skills. The STEM day highlighted that working in teams helped the children to improve their communication skills. In the first challenge the children were struggling with communicating and working together, but by the second challenge it seemed to come naturally.
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Examples of the camper’s marble runs



Day 9: 


We had an excursion to a baseball game and a shopping mall. Again, I was able to plan the excursion creating a detailed plan of what was going to happen, and I had to create a risk assessment for the day. We went to a baseball game which gave the campers a chance to see some typical American culture, which tied in with their culture and identity lesson. They also had the chance to go to the shopping mall allowed the children to learn how to use their language skills of money terminology in practice. My group in particular wanted to go to the Lego store and put their STEM skills into use as seen below. 
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As it was the final evening of the campers stay, we had a camp wide conversation club in which the children and staff all reflected upon their favourite moments while at camp. It gave the campers a chance to showcase how far their English language skills had come in the past few weeks. 
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Day 10: 

The final day was graduation and the children presented their presentations which they had been working on in English classes in groups of 2-3 to all the campers and counsellors. It was a chance to showcase all of their new terminology they had learnt and a chance to reflect on how far they had come not just with their language skills but with any personal achievements. For example: one of the students had a fear of heights ad during a half day excursion to the tree top adventures they had conquered the top-level course. This highlighted how even though the children had joined the camp to improve upon their English language skills, which they did, they also overcame and excelled in social and personal challenges. 


Details of Training Attended:

Safeguarding at camp – 

As we were working with children aged from 6-18 years in a live-in situation there had to be strict safeguarding in place, not just to protect the children but to also protect the staff from being in a dangerous situation. To make sure that we were never putting ourselves at risk we were informed that we should never enter a child’s room alone which meant that we would always to wake up or room inspections in pairs. Also, within the camp setting we had to constantly be taking pictures of the campers to upload onto a platform for the parents to see, in order to follow safeguarding protocol, the pictures should never be of a camper by themselves or just a camp counsellor and a camper. 

In order to protect the campers, we had to follow the recognize, report and record method if there were any concerns that we had regarding the campers. We were instructed that we had to report any issues to our camp director and that he would act upon that report. We were told that no issue was too big or small and that anything unusual should always be reported; this ranged from bruises to a camper being constantly withdraw. Due to the camp life being 24/7 live in this was even more important as we were acting as ‘parent figures’ while they spent their time at camp.   

We were also briefed on female genital mutilation as we had children from a lot of different cultures and backgrounds which included countries where FGM is common practice. We learned how to identify the signs of FGM which included children spending prolonged periods of time in the bathroom, if the child has difficulty walking or standing, being withdrawn from the other children and looking uncomfortable when sitting down. This was something which we were made aware that if we noticed any of these signs that it should be reported straight away. 

Conclusion

Over my time spent in my placement setting I was able to experience educating children from a wide array of cultures and countries. I saw the affect that having a child be emerged in a second language for an extended period of time can have upon drastically improving their English Language skills. With some of the biggest improvements to the children’s language skills being in the beginner classes. The training I received allowed me to ensure that the children’s safety was priority, not only within the college campus, but also when out on excursions. Being fully emerged in placement 24/7, as the campers lived on campus, allowed me to gain experiences also dealing with pastoral issues and personal issues which the children had to face. It was a well-rounded experience with many opportunities to witness learning not just in the classroom, but also learning outside the classroom.
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Sunday, June 30" Freedom Trail Tour |
P i
Bus it Jason et Coll (517903 4500 TAMWOI]D .
Sarah Phanes (617) 9924508 s v (4014401404
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cameras, water, running
shoes, backpack, and
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The freedom trall (s a 2.5 mile walking
route through Boston that passes 16
different historic landmarks
throughout the city. We will start at
Faneull Hall for lunch before walking
to the Boston Commons.

TOTAL

Event
« Hoard bus at Curry College (Wait for Jason to call your group by the walkie)
©  Drop-off at Faneull hall
Wt with your campers while Sarah gets the Food Vouchers for campers
o Lunchtime
Jason will distribute vouchers to the counsellors.
Junior Groups should take the whole group to get lunch from some of the
vendors
Teens can give the vouchers to the campers and let them go to get lunch in
small groups. Tell them to come back and eat with you as a counsellor group.
Teen Counsellors could assist Junior Groups in getting lunch.
«  Meet at the designated meeting point that Sarah will show you
451500 | Walk s a group to the meeting location for tour (Statue of Sam Adams outside Faneul hall
16:00 | Freedom Trail Tour BEGINS!!
16 |« &ndof tour, Get into your counselor groups and Follow Sarah to bus meeting point
6001615 | Walk in your group to the Bus meeting point

1615 « Load your kids on the bus by counsellor group( Wait for Sarah to call your group by the
walkie)
| HEADING BACK TO CURRY
| Arrived At Curry
17251735 | In the building drop your bags and get changed for dinner
1735 Start getting your groups ready to walk to get dinner
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— Make sure to film the counselor group dancing

hot? - Pool (Fernando

Materials: symbols and translations

: Review the rules of the pool: ‘
:l“r:ixzsneing wear proper swimwear, wear sunscreen, show campers the shower, and explain pool safety!
o 3

Challenge: Lostin translation

In this challenge, campers will receive a list of symbol translations. As a group, they must translate the symbols
to receive their puzzle piece and head to the next location.

i 6: Tl reat Lawn (Sarah ] ;
Final Station! Explain to campers what they must wear during activities and the importance of carrying water

bottles and sunscreen. Victory field and The Great Lawn are two of our most used fields located to the left and
right side of the SCRH.

Challenge: Balloon Catapult

Divide the group into equal teams. Partially fill the balloon with water and give each team a balloon. The.
team members sit down in straight lines. On "GO", the first person on each team places the balloon
between his feet and, using only his feet, passes the balloon over his head to the next person in line, who
receives the balloon, using only his feet. The relay continues until the balloon has reached the last team
member (if the balloon falls, it is returned to the first person in line so that the relay can begin again). If the
balloon breaks, the team is given a new one!

The first team to successfully pass thg balloon to the end of the line wins. A
TIME STEAM MAP POOL Fernando VOLLEY Heather SOCCER Kohei and
CHALLENGE and Lydia and Suzanne Gabi and Shann
1:15- 2:50pm ©
/ 3:00- 4:40pm [©) ® ©
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July 8,2019
STEAM Map Making Campus Tour @ TAMWOUD

CAMPS

Campers will be given a map of campus and a list of photo challenges they
must complete at different locations around camp. Counsellors will travel

with the groups to each of the locations to take the photo and the group and
become familiar with campus.

Location: Campus Wide
Materials: Campus Map, Challenge List / Activity Sheet, Camera / Cellphone

Starting Station: 1 2 3 4 5
Heather Shann Gabi Suzanne Kohei
Counselor Gators and Ravens Flamingos Doves Ligers
Groups: Dolphins
Station #1: et ! - Bus Loadin hri h

Materials: water balloons, cones
Purpose: Explain Bus loading to campers
— Explain the safety steps of being in the parking lot / bus loading area
— Go over loading busses and giving a Bus Person a High 5 when entering a bus
— Review meeting points and where to meet
| Challenge: Water relay
Get the whole counselor group i
One by one campers will tak
—  Once the campers all comple

Materials: Popcorn
Purpose: Show campers arount
— Review the process of
— Practice washing ha
— Review how to put av
— Review recycling /
Challenge: Watch your |
—  Splitup co
—  Groups will ta
—  Once each camp
puzzle piece and move

tation #3: Study time! Hafer (Adm
Human Pretzel "
— Get campers to cros ver the o other counselor group
members e
Pretend that the
knots to relie
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Safeguarding

- Report anything you think needs to reported - no matter how big or small to Sam

(the camp director) Recognise, report, record

- Ifayouthink a child is in harm do anything within your control to ensure the safety
of the child

- Do not enter the campers rooms alone whenever you go in (wake up, bedtime or
free time)

- Make sure you are covered in the pool area when around the children (no bikinis or
speedos)

- Don't take photos of just you and one other child (ensure itis in a group)

- Don't accept campers on social media until after camp has finished

- Online abuse - f the children spend a lot of time withdrawn or on their phones, seem
upset after being on their phones etc

- FGM (female genital mutilation) recognise girls who may be at risk and know the
signs of a child who may have had FGM (difficulty walking, spending a long time in
the bathroom, withdrawn etc)
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Culture and Identity lesson

Introductio - Speak about my own culture and identity
n - Talk about how we should celebrate other cutures

Activity - Look at different flags and see how many the campers know
- Look at some different videos of several different traditional
cultural activities
- Get into pairs and talk about each others cultures and identity
- Present each others cultures

Conclusion - What did you learn from the activity?
- What new terminology did you learn?
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