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Primary Source Exercise.
Heroic Values in Old English literature.
The ethos of heroic life is present throughout Old English literature. The loyal relationship between retainer and lord is central as well as kinship within the lord’s grand halls. Generosity is shown by the lord to ensure loyalty. A lasting reputation is a warrior’s goal, and this can only be achieved when one’s life is endangered. Also, Vengeance and feud are matters of honour. Inclusiveness is very important, and there are several examples in Old English literature of the fear of exile. Virtue is also an important aspect of heroic life. The specific use of language, the inclusion of poetic tropes and literary devices are key in portraying the heroic.  

Alexander, Michael, trans., The Earliest English Poems (New York: Penguin Classics,1966).
This book contains translations of sixteen Old English poems. These include:

· ‘The Wanderer’ is an elegy narrated by a man who laments the loss of human companionship. His journey leads him to the realisation that stability can only be found in heaven. The central theme is exile and there is an emphasis placed on the importance of inclusion. 
· ‘The Battle of Maldon’ is an embellished account of a real battle that took place in 991 AD between east Saxons and Viking raiders. Central to the poem is the idea of dying with one’s lord as the ultimate heroic sacrifice. This literary ideal is used to put a positive spin on the defeat at the battle. The poem contains interesting language and there is an emphasis on speech. It also contains the popular poetic trope, ‘The Beasts of Battle’.
· ‘The Seafarer’ contains a journey motif that symbolises the narrator’s spiritual yearnings. The poem offers an alternative view of the heroic which is that exile is to be embraced not feared.
· ‘The Battle of Brunanburh’ appears in the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle under the year 937. It depicts the victory of king Athelstan over the Olaf Guthfrithson, leader of the allied Norse and Scots. It contains the poetic trope, ‘The Beasts of Battle’, popular in Old English and Old Norse literature.
 Swanton, M. trans., Beowulf: Revised Edition, (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1997)
 Beowulf is considered as one of the most important surviving examples of Anglo-Saxon literature. There is only one surviving copy- the manuscript known as British Library Cotton MS Vitellius A XV. It is set within a traditional Germanic heroic society and depicts the heroic deeds of Beowulf. Also, it includes stories of feats of other heroic figures within its society. The monsters within the tale represent a threat to the ideals of the Germanic heroic society. Furthermore, they reflect the faults and imperfections within members of the society  the story includes important heroic ideals such as the importance of inclusion, the relationship between the lord and his vassals, heroic deeds and warrior-like behaviour. 
Jebson, Tony, ed., The Exeter Book (Labyrinth Library. Georgetown University,1995).
‘The Wife’s Lament’ dominant is the lament of separation of husband and wife because of husband’s exile. It is written from the woman’s point of view which is an interesting contrast to the other elegy’s that are written with a male voice. 

