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An investigation into the impacts Zimbabweans who have immediate family in the UK and have had their visa applications by the UK Home Office. 

The British High Commission in South Africa and is more than twice as likely that their visa applications will be rejected.  That means that many people living in Zimbabwe who have immediate families residing in the UK can not have their children or parents visit them here in the UK (Bulman, 2019). People wanting to visit the UK pay a lot of money to apply for a visa and these visas are taking longer that the proposed time and then no allowance is made for repealing if the application is being rejected (Tims, 2019).
The online defence will be identifying the ethical consideration which are made in the process of following and developing this research project.  ‘The investigation of UK Home Office policies on the rejection of Visa applications to Zimbabweans wanting to visit residing family members in the UK’.  This research will examine how visa application rejections will affect family relationships and on a social level impact on the social groups of Zimbabweans living in the UK not being able to see immediate family members who are unable to travel to the UK due to the rejection of visa applications.
The Author recognises that ethics need to be considered in this research.  Everyone will be treated with respect and the author will be have in a professional manner.  All the Questionnaires will be open ended to be able to gain some insight into how the visa rejections have affected them (Equity Act 2010). 
The Aim of this study is to investigate the policies of the Home Office with regards to rejections of Visas as the relations between some African Countries and the UK are being strained as there seems to be claims that the UK Home Office has a bias and discriminate against certain countries (Guardian, 2019). Many of the policies with in the UK Home Office has become a problem and there have been reports saying that the Home Office are over looking elementary mistakes and are suggesting that the immigrations systems are a shambles (The Telegraph, 2014).
Some Human rights laws have been broken when visa applications have been rejected and still the only way to appeal the decision of the Home office is to go through lawyers and then this will lead to further expenses that some people cannot afford to appeal (OTS Solicitors, 2016).
[bookmark: _GoBack]These different approaches have been put in place to gather different information. There will be three different types of research in this study and the first will be a questionnaire that will be on a survey platform this is to get an overview as to what visa rejection from the UK Home Office means to both the family member living in the UK and the person who has applied for the visa (Thomas, 2017).  Once the information from the surveys has been completed interviews using semi-structured questions that will be aimed at receiving in depth insight into the topic of UK Home office and Visa rejections and into finding out how this impacts a group of Zimbabweans living in the UK as well as in Zimbabwe (Webster, et al., 2003). An Autoethnography from the Author of experiences on this topic will then be given, ethical considerations will be that the author of the research with being honest with regards the way in which this topic is approached with trying to give an unbiased to the impacts on this topic. 
The researcher should plan and consider all ethical implications before the research is started. The researcher has a duty to understand and instil ethics in their research by ensuring the Ethics guidelines in the field in which they are researching (Webster, et al., 2003). The Ethical guidelines that will be used in this research is the (BSA) British Sociological Association Ethics Guidelines (2017) .  These guidelines were chosen as the research is on a social topic. BSA Ethical Guidelines seeks to support research carried out for a group of people in society.  When this topic was decided all ethical issues needed to be considered (Webster, et al., 2003).
All research will be based on informed consent from all participants.  The participants should not have to experience unreasonable demands and should be voluntarily taking part in the research without pressure or intimidation from the researcher. Respect and confidentiality should always be considered (Webster, et al., 2003). 
With the Surveys being online the storage of information needs to be stored and protected so information remains confidential (General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 2018).  The data protection Act has been put in place for ethical reasons and the rights to privacy and is important to take this act into consideration and all information should be filed on a password locked computer or if the information has been transcribed should be filed away in a fire proof filing cabinet (Herrle & Hirsh, 2019).
While developing a research proposal potential risks that might occur need to be well-thought-out, one of the risks with this topic that needs to be addressed is that dealing with another country and their ethical guidelines need to be considered.  The Author has researched and found that the only guidelines were guidelines for the medical field.  With reading these guidelines it seems that the basic ethics in Zimbabwe are like the guidelines that are used in the UK with no harm is to be done while researching, consent and debriefing is needed to carry out any investigations.  
When reaching any project, the researcher tries not to be bias as well as be fair and open minded as well as not discriminate the findings.  The participants need to be protected from coming into any harm from the research (Thomas, 2017).
Additional ethical considerations were made regarding the reasoning behind the research project. It is vital to ensure that the research being conducted is necessary, and it is open-minded and fair, in order to prevent any discrimination taking place. The research project should be beneficial to the participants, and these participants should be protected against harm and discrimination whenever possible (Thomas, 2017).
In conclusion to this assignment the main reason for this research is to investigate the impacts on families living in the UK that have Zimbabwean ties with immediate family that have visa rejections from the UK Home Office.  The importance of this research is that there is a group of people in this society that are affected with these decisions of visa rejections.  This will be in the hope that changes can be made to policies that are issued out by the UK Home Office with no considerations of how this will impact the families.  Relationships and families are impacted by these decisions.  BSA Guidelines are set to assist the researcher in making sure that the participants come to no harm.
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Reflective log on Ethics  Component 1  - 500 Words
A case study of UK immigration policies and families in the UK who have immediate family living in Zimbabwe that have had their visas rejected.

This is an assignment of reflection and this gives an opportunity to consider and think about the achievements and challenges that could be faced when doing a piece of research (Berkley, 2020).  In so reflecting on research, the researcher would have a better understanding in how best to research on a topic.
The methods of my research is Quantitative, Qualitative and Autoethnography.  In my draft I had not really considered the ethics for the Autoethnography.  In my reflective log I have researched the ethical consideration when researching in the Autoethnography method.
No much research has been done in the area of the UK Home Office Policies and visa rejections and the impacts on society.  The starting point would be to gather as much information as possible using surveys targeting individuals that are Zimbabwean and have had their visa applications rejected and how this would impact them.  Questionnaires and Surveys give an good sample of a prarticular population that are being investigated.  Findings would be produced that could be generalised to the wider public, but by researching in this method there is a very stringent criteria which would exclude or include participant’s which could make the findings difficult to apply to the real world.  Conclusions to these findings would also be a problem due to a small sample in comparison to the world population and then applying this to reality.  This is very cost effective when gathering information which can be generated over several forums online, postal and telephone can be used.  Questionnaires do have ethical advantages as no personal information is gathered and does not seem to be so invasive compared to Qualitative research (Mathers, et al., 2009).
Once quantitative research has been gathered, problem areas can be established and then open-ended questions for a semi structured interviews to be collected for qualitative research so there can be an in depth understanding into the topic of UK Home Office visa application rejections that Zimbabweans have experienced.  This depth of information could possibly provide different information and themes that the quantitative method of research could not provide.  Qualitative method of research would explore issues that are usually underrepresented in populations (Holliday, Wynne, Katz, Ford, & Barbosa-Leiker, 2018) cited in Hamilton,2020.  Qualitative research has been quality and more reliable regardless of the intent of the research (Hamilton, 2020). 
Autoethnography written by the Author would be a written narrative into the experiences in this topic will need to be ethically considered due to bias and giving a personal encounter of the authors experience as well as protecting others who could be affected by the Author publishing their own experiences.  Gain consent with regards to the people who could be affected by the author giving a written narrative.  The recognition of conflict of interest or coercive influence when seeking informed consent.  The publication of any information needs to have ethical consideration, this would be writing information that could be shown to the person or people that you are discussing in the written Narrative.  If an autoethnography story harms others that would be unavoidable then step should be taken to minimise the harm caused (Sikes, 2015).
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