This blog is focusing on the article of Mason (2015), austerity youth policy. My aim is to reflect on the article while making connection with my views and experiences within the youth worker setting.  

Masons is clearly focusing on the funding element while noticing that the delivery of youth work is increasing with high demands. Mason (2015) has clearly shown that youth work mangers are now having to focus on the cost aspect as apposed to delivery of the youth workers. Work targets are being put into place while financial cuts are being made, which don’t always have positive outcomes. Funding evidence within youth work is demonstrated by the Welsh Government Audit which is has shown in 2017 - 2018 the total income was £31.9 million unlike the previous year where there has been a 0.07 percent decrease.

It is important to focus on the rise of expectation from youth workers who’s jobs are now entailing much harder and more dangerous circumstances, including drug addictions, alcoholism, homelessness, minor and major crime, mental health, abuse as well as the general day to day activities which are undertaken for the youth. 

DCLG (2012) has recognised payment by result schemes, while this is providing funding is it actually healthy for youth workers to have to focus their job targets and paper work as apposed to actually concentrating on the youth that they are supporting? This scheme doesn’t show the actual results, it just puts pressure on youth workers to hit targets which may sometimes be unrealistic to reach. 

Youth workers while doing their jobs need appropriate training before practicing as well as during. It has been highlighted that this is a requirement as stated by the NYA (2014). Funding cuts and targets are also affecting the training aspects as some can’t afford to do training days as the cost is too high and it means them missing out on sessions arranged with the youth service users, which is then affecting their targets. These issues should not be having consequences as the training is vital with youth work and without it the system is failing.
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My views and personal experiences agree with cuts having a noticeable affect with the youth workers targets. Living in a small community which barley receives enough stable funding to keep their youth club open. It plays a key role within the community but cannot continue to help the local community without an income. The youth workers go above and beyond to support the youth within the community and this is often in their own time, so they are clearly not receiving a realistic wage for the work that they do. 

In conclusion there needs to  be a focus on the affects of cut backs within the youth worker setting. It has affects on not only the youth workers themselves but also the young people that they are working with. The youth are being affected not only in that moment but also possibly in their future lives as they are not receiving the support needed at a young age. It needs to recognise the work that is being done as well as the goals which are being achieved. It is also important to not only look at youth work as a whole but also youth work within certain areas and communities.
