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The attacks of 9/11 bought immediate attention to Islam and Muslims globally. The stigma faced by Muslims then, remains so today. This essay will briefly highlight whether the 9/11 damaged damaged the status of Muslims in the United Kingdom. 

Rabby and Rodgers III argue that though the 9/11 and other subsequent bombings may have increased the discrimination faced by Arabs and Muslims residing within United Kingdom. They however argue the discrimination had actually existed even before 9/11 and other incidents.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Faisal Rabby and William M. Rodgers, 'The Impact of 9/11 and the London Bombings on the Employment and Earnings of U.K. Muslims', IZA Discussion Papers, 4763 (2010) <https://www.econstor.eu/handle/10419/36273>. p2)] 

After the 9/11 and other linked attacks, numerous professionals such as academics, public and political figures, community activists raised an awareness about the negative portrayal of Muslims in the media. Although one would assume that after all these years that there would be a reduction in the negativity around Muslims, however sadly the negativity remains so. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Rusi Jaspal and Marco Cinnirella, 'Media Representations of British Muslims and Hybridised Threats to Identity', (2013) <http://hdl.handle.net/2086/8006> [accessed 11 August 2018].] 

A nationwide research conducted reported that up to 80% both Muslim male and female reported far greater discrimination.[footnoteRef:3] The account of everyday racism and increase in media reporting and popular racist attack on British Muslims.  The cliched ‘day that changed the world’, in September 2001.[footnoteRef:4]  Racism in the wake of 9/11 increased and the new form of racism called islamophobia.  This is similar in responses to the gulf war and similar events. After 9/11 labels from Asian or Asian other changed to ‘Muslim’. It is this ‘other’ after 9/11 that saw the people against diversity attack multiculturalism and use this opportunity to legitimise their stance.  The idea that anything apart from western or non-Christian can be viewed as barbaric, uncivilised and incompatible with the British values. [footnoteRef:5] [3:  Rabby and Rodgers, ]  [4:  Scott Poynting and Victoria Mason, 'The Resistible Rise of Islamophobia: Anti-Muslim Racism in the UK and Australia before 11 September 2001', Journal of Sociology, 43 (2007), 61-86.]  [5:  Scott Poynting and Victoria Mason, 'The Resistible Rise of Islamophobia: Anti-Muslim Racism in the UK and Australia before 11 September 2001', Journal of Sociology, 43 (2007), 61-86.] 


9/11 has been politicised and categorised as ‘war on terror’. It has been marked as a significant event in that it is being used to legitimise specific agendas causing significant negative effects.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change and Continuity in the Representation of British Muslims before and After 9/11: The UK Context', Global Media Journal: Canadian Edition, 4 (2011), 49-62.] 


The media power of reporting in the UK prior and after 9/11 featured heavily Islamic terrorism and the negative reporting of immigrant and ethnic groups stemming from the colonial past.  Therefore, islamophobia in some ways can be said to has been around way before 9/11 such examples of the Rushdie affair setting in motion Muslim integration. [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Elizabeth Poole, 'Change and Continuity in the Representation of British Muslims before and After 9/11: The UK Context', Global Media Journal: Canadian Edition, 4 (2011), 49-62.] 


Muslims’ involvement in deviant activities threatens security in the UK, Muslims are a threat to British mainstream values and thus provoke integrative concerns, there are inherent cultural differences between Muslims and the host community which creates tensions in interpersonal relations and Muslims are increasingly making their presence felt in the public sphere. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  Poole, p 49-62.] 

The ‘war on terror’ on terror has seen Muslims under increased scrutiny in the UK.  Many Muslim groups found that from 2005, 68% of Muslim respondents of being treated differently.  The media reported a rise in attacks post 9/11, verbal and physical.  A report by the university of Leicester found that Muslims wear subjected to the highest increase of experiences of racism and discrimination.  From 2004 to 2005 hate-crimes rose by 600%.[footnoteRef:9]  [9: Thorsten Koch, 'How the 9/11 and 7/7 Terror Attacks have Hurt UK Muslims&nbsp;' UWTSD, 2017) <https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiAi-fT0ePdAhUNeMAKHSvsCIYQFjAAegQICRAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.researchgate.net%2Fpublication%2F318152743_How_the_911_and_77_Terror_Attacks_Have_Hurt_UK_Muslims_UWTSD_2017&usg=AOvVaw3YahJ1A2G2sqTFZjtSnIRz> [accessed 20 September 2018]. P.11] 

The events of 9/11 saw increases of violence committed, verbal/written, psychological pressure and harassment against Muslims.  People were spat on and even received death threats. Muslim women being easily identified and vulnerable were especially prone to attacks. Muslim children in school were also subjected to bullying due to the rise of islamophobia. [footnoteRef:10]  [10:  Koch, p.2] 

Muslims have been alienated to an extent due to marginalised groups especially south Asian Muslims. The sentiment that Islam is threatening and media raising concerns about integration and radicalisation rather than especially targeting jihadism.[footnoteRef:11]   [11:  Koch, p.9-10] 


Although islamophobia existed before 9/11 the resentment increased after 9/11 and the linking of Islam to terrorism was formed. Initially there was a lot of instances of violence against Muslims but that decreased but the racism increased, again the thought that Muslim are not in line with British values.  While there is the racial tensions British Muslims still feels a strong allegiance to Britain and reject terrorism.  This is advantageous as this can be built upon to help the issue.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Koch, p.9-10] 


Challenging stigma may involve a number of different strategies. All the women used an interpretative frame that sought to explain violent extremism as an isolated minority. For example, Nazia argued that: ‘It’s in very, very small pockets… it’s not a general British Muslim radicalisation’. Several women argued that extremists were not actually real Muslims. Reema, South-Asian-born but living Britain for most of her adult life, was teaching in a London school at the time of 9/11 bombings. She recalled what she told colleagues: ‘This is nothing to do with Islam. This is a group of fanatics. This is not Islam’.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Louise Ryan, 'Muslim Women Negotiating Collective Stigmatization: ‘We’re just Normal People’', Sociology, 45 (2011), 1045-1060 <https://doi.org/10.1177/0038038511416170> [accessed Sep 28, 2018]] 


Muslims have attempted to challenge the stigma explaining that violent extremism is in the minority, they do not speak for the majority of British Muslims. Many people argue that extremist is not even part of the faith.  Many people explained that fanaticism is not part of Islam.  Muslims have had the pressure to explain or distance themselves from the situation at hand.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ryan, p.1045-1060 ] 


These quotations suggest a process of social distancing. When an incident occurs, such as the 9/11 or 7/7 bombings, it breaks the rules of social interaction and causes a sense of disequilibrium that throws people off balance. The embarrassed actor feels a strong urge to reassert her sense of order and normality by, for example, distancing herself from.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Louise Ryan, p.1045-1060 
] 

  
The 9/11 has been the catalyst in the rise of islamophobia since the Rushdie affair, catalysed through Muslims being portrayed as barbaric and not in line with British values. However, research shows that British Muslims feel a strong allegiance to Britain. Therefore, the misrepresentation of the masses compared to fanatics has been the cause of islamophobia. 
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