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· Born in Russia; 
· After graduating in history and philosophy, he teaches at home town school.
· 1924 Vygotsky moves to Moscow and studies in the Institute of Psychology.
· 1924-34 produces work, including Thought and Language (1932). A group scholars create a school of Soviet psychology based on his work.
· 1934 Vygotsky dies of tuberculosis age 38.









“What a child can do today, with assistance she will be able to do by herself tomorrow.”
-Lev Vygotsky 
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The Zone of Proximal Development
Vygotsky states the zone of proximal development is "the distance between the actual developmental level and the level of potential development with the collaboration from more capable peers." This zone is the gap between what a child knows and what he does not know. The process of getting that information requires skills that a child will not have or struggles to do so independently, but will be able to with the help from children that will know. Teachers can foster learning by providing opportunities that lie within a child's zone of proximal development. Children will also learn from friends, meaning teachers are able pair less knowledgeable children with more knowledgeable classmates.

Lev Vygotsky was a writer, publishing six books on psychology over a ten-year period. His interests were diverse but often centred on issues of child development and education. He also explored the psychology of art and language development.
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Vygotsky in the classroom.
· The teacher should identify students baseline knowledge.
· The teacher can build on knowledge through scaffolding; the scaffold will help children move on their expectant competencies by the end of the lesson. 
· Teachers can facilitate students connecting their new learning to their prior knowledge.








Examples of ZPD
When reading with child C he stumbles across a word that is unfamiliar to him and looks at the class teacher for help. Instead of telling him the word, the teacher points at the pictures in the story and asks them about what they have just read. Child C has then realised what the word is and will come to understand what the word means on their own. They will later learn how to do it by themselves first before asking for help.
Another illustration of Vygotsky’s work in school is used within the read write Inc. session, where children from different classes mix with other children to help them activate their knowledge and understanding of the story, tricky words or even sentences that they don’t understand. 
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The picture above shows the example of children working with a higher learner and helping improve each other’s knowledge.


Conclusion
As you can see this academic scrapbook has provided an understanding of three educational theorists. It gives examples of how each theorists work can be applied to teaching. The scrapbook highlights the pros and cons of each theorist and shows how it is applied in the classroom, from Montessori’s theory of open learning to Vygotsky’s learning from peers and ZPD. 









With Reference to classroom observation and practice, demonstrate an understanding of effective application of three educational theories. Reference academic literature as appropriate.





This Academic Scrapbook will look at three theorists that can have an impact on today’s teaching. This scrap book will look at the work from 
· Maria Montessori. 
· Lev Vygotsky. 
· Jerome Bruner.
It will draw on classroom observation and practices that have been witnessed in the classroom environment.
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Maria Montessori 








“The goal of early childhood education should be to activate the child’s own natural desire to learn.”
-Maria Montessori 




Maria Montessori 
 
Maria Montessori was born on August 31, 1870, in Italy. 

Maria Montessori was an Italian physician and educator, recognised for her educational method that builds on the way children learn.

She opened the first Montessori school in Rome on January 6, 1907.
 
She then travelled the world and wrote about her approach to education.
There are now more than 22,000 Montessori schools in at least 110 countries worldwide.
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Examples of Montessori in the classroom.

Within the average school setting Maria Montessori’s theory can be used in many ways. An example of Maria’s work is when observing children in challenge time. Child A has been selected to have challenge time in the afternoon which means she is free to do what she wished. Child A entered the craft area of the classroom, she then went on to create a house for the class hamster. She was able to use to the area and have full access to all the resources she needed. She was able to decide that she wanted to make, something of her own choosing without the need for educator input. 
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Positives and Negatives from Montessori Theory.
· Learning is at the individual child’s pace.
· Allows focus on child’s personal interest.
· Children learn through play.
· Children learn through using their five senses.
· Children will discuss within a mixed age group. This helps promote social skills, and gives older children a chance to obtain a leadership role, and allows younger children to learn from their friends.
· The educational focus is on the “whole” child not just academics.
· At the infant level, learning is often project based. 
Negatives 
· . enrolment in a private, tuition-based, Montessori school is required. 
· Montessori schools do not use “standardised testing.” 
· The name Montessori is not copyrighted, or trademarked. Which means any school can claim to be Montessori trained. 
· Parents often worry that their child will have a hard time transitioning out of Montessori to normal education.
Although Montessori education is often considered a form of playful learning, Maria Montessori herself spoke negatively about a major component of playful learning for young children

This picture shows Child A making a hamster house with a friend.

“The essence of creativity is figuring out how to use what you already know in order to go beyond what you already think”
-Jerome Bruner 
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Examples of Bruner in the Classroom.
The class teacher has introduced the new topic on Locality to the children. To make sure all children would understand the topic the class teacher has provided a variety of ways for the children to learn. For the Enactive learners, she has provided “junk modelling” for the children to make a house.
For the iconic learners, she has made a video of all the local streets and houses for the children to watch on the computer. The Symbolic learners had to read over an article about the houses around the school and discuss their findings with the partners. This activity gave a great variety for the different types of learners to understand about the locality around the school.



The picture above shows the iconic stage of Bruner’s Theory- This is an internal representation of objects visually from the form of a mental image.


Jerome Bruner born October 1, 1915 and died June 5, 2016.
Bruner was a psychologist and educator who created theories on perception, learning and memory. His strong influence on the educational system helped launch the field of cognitive psychology.
Bruner’s theories believed in three stages of Cognitive representation.




Three stages of cognitive representation. 
1. Enactive
2. Iconic 
3. Symbolic representation
· The enactive stage appears first. This stage is the storage of information. An example of this is when a toddler shakes a rattle and hears a noise. The toddler links the sound to the rattle. In the future, the child may shake his hand, without a rattle, expecting his hand to make the rattling sound. The child will not understand that it will need a rattle in order to produce the sound. 
· The iconic stage develops from one to six years old. This stage involves an internal representation of objects visually in the form of a mental image or icon. For example, when Child B is drawing a picture of a plant or thinking of a plant it would be represented at this current stage. 
· The symbolic stage, is based from seven years upwards. It is when information is stored in the form of a symbol such as language. Each symbol has a link to something it represents. An example is the word 'dog'. This is a representation for a single class of animal. During this stage, most information is stored as words, maths symbols, or in other symbol forms.

Positives of Montessori
· Children learn independence
· Multi-age classrooms help students learn from and support one another
· Children learn at their own pace
· Children are often more excited to learn because they’re learning about things in which they’re interested
Negatives of Montessori
· Teachers may have trouble letting students pick their own activities
· Some students may not deal well with the lack of traditional classroom structure
· Students may have difficulty transitioning to a traditional classroom later
Cognitive psychologist Jerome Bruner felt the goal of education should be intellectual development, as opposed to rote memorization of facts.
Bruner held the following beliefs regarding learning and education:
· He believed curriculum should foster the development of problem-solving skills through the processes of inquiry and discovery.
· He believed that subject matter should be represented in terms of the child's way of viewing the world.
· That curriculum should be designed so that the mastery of skills leads to the mastery of still more powerful ones.
· He also advocated teaching by organizing concepts and learning by discovery.
· Finally, he believed culture should shape notions through which people organize their views of themselves and others and the world in which they live.







  
 















[image: ]



















This image shows Bruner’s three stages of cognitive representation. It shows Enactive is learnt through movement or action, whereas iconic will be learnt through images or icons and symbolic is learning from research.
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