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(Swansea University, no date) 
‘’Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world’’ Nelson Mandela (Swansea university, no date). 
What is Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship? (ESDGC)
According to Welsh Government (2017) ESDGC attempts to give learners at every stage of education, a understanding of the impact of their choices and decisions on the economy, environment and people. Welsh Government (2017) continues by stating ESDGC aims to embed their themes into mainstream education across all subjects, these themes are broken down into 7 main areas of focus which are: 
· Health
· Identity and culture
· Choices and decisions
· Wealth and poverty
· Consumption and waste
· The natural environment 
· Climate change (Welsh government, 2017) 
ESDGC believes the environment, sociecty and economy link to one another, to our lives and the rest of the world, therefore children need to be educated on these topics. They concentrate on the rights on both present and future generations and look at the links between power, resources and human rights. ESDGC also look at the local and global consequences of what we do day to day, then look at the actions that individuals and organisations could take in response to the local and global issues that surround them (ESDGC Why? What? How? ACCAC 2002).
[bookmark: _Hlk499850147]ESDGC relies on full co-operation from teachers in order spread knowledge about the organisation, it also requires teachers to learn about this topic so they are able to teach it to children successfully. Teachers may also be required to adapt their way of teaching to satisfy all children’s learning requirements, by doing this they will be more likely to motivate children to change their behaviour therefore assisting to changing the world around them (Best built sustainability environment training, no date). 
As previously mentioned, part of ESDGC focuses on changing things now to improve the lives for present and future generations. Tinney and Hirst (2018) agree with this by stating the Welsh assembly government suggest ESDGC is primarily focused on how we treat the earth and how we treat each other. It is about how you prepare for the future, regardless of where you live or where you are from. This highlights the priorities of ESDGC, and shows what they aim to achieve by imbedding their policies into early childhood education which is for a more environmentally friendly future. 


Why is ESDGC important? 
ESDGC brings awareness to the issues that are happening around the world in today’s society, over a variety of different areas such as climate change, poverty and terrorism to name a few (Belgeonne, C et al., 2014). Hutt (2009) describes ESDGC as a way of discovering different ways to raise awareness and to help take action to confront the results of our lifestyle choices, as well as helping prepare us for sustainable living in the 21st century as global citizens. 
ESDGC wants to highlight the role every individual has as a global citizen to help create a sustainable world. They believe this can be done through developing values, attitudes and confidence that assists you to act responsibly to the world around you (Belgeonne, C et al., 2014).
Tinney and Hirst (2018) state the Welsh Assembly Government suggest ESDGC is all about how we treat the earth and how we treat each other. It does not exclude anyone depending on where you live, it is about how you collectively prepare for the future. Therefore, by incorporating ESDGC into all school’s curriculum it will help teach children that they are vital in creating a sustainable world and give them the opportunity to learn how and why they should be informed on the subject. It will also make them aware of issues in the world that they can hopefully help improve slightly, even when those issues do not affect them directly.
What does ‘pedagogy’ mean?
Pedagogy is typically related to a curriculum, it is essentially how you practice education (Wall et al., no date). Siraj-Blatchford et al., (2002) described pedagogy as a approach and method which enable learning to take place and provide the opportunities for the gaining of knowledge and skills within a certain subject. Siraj-Blatchford et al., (2002) continues by referring it as a process between the teacher and learner within a learning environment.  
Pedagogy is often referred to as ‘pedagogical approach’, as pedagogy refers to the overall overlook used to plan practice in education. It does this by taking into consideration all areas of learning such as the art of teaching, the science, the educating and caregiving of education (Anders, 2015). Freire (2014) believes knowledge only emerges through invention and re-invention.
In relation to, ESDGC they aim is to embed their themes into teaching at all levels (Welsh Government, 2012). Belgeonne et al., (2014) described ESDGC as a pedagogy of hope, he continues by describing ESDGC as a pedagogy that encourages participation, engagement, collaboration, and finally critical enquiry. 
In support of this, in September 2010 ESDGC was added to the Estyn inspection framework, to ensure that ESDGC is successfully being embedded in schools. By doing this means that Estyn would be responsible to assess the quality of which ESDGC is being used in all areas of the curriculum. The outcome means good practice can be praised and any weaknesses can be addressed and supported to make improvements (Welsh Government, 2017). This emphasises the importance of ESDGC being taught in depth in schools, in all subject areas. 
Does ESDGC link to Foundation Phase Wales?
ESDGC and foundation phase Wales share some similar themes, which could be interlinked. These themes include the natural environment, consumption and waste, climate change and wealth and poverty from ESDGC which can be discussed in foundation phase (ESDGC, 2017) theme of knowledge and understanding of the world. To continue, health from ESDGC is similar to foundation phase’s physical developing theme, and finally ESDGC’s identity and culture theme is similar to foundation phase personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity theme (Foundation phase, 20017).
By organisations having similar themes it emphasises the importance of these topics and how important it is that they are taught successfully in schools. Piaget (1952) believes the school itself is expected to offer children the best possible learning experiences by stating, day care centres should provide high quality programmes that guarantee a fulfilling and useful sensory environment. Therefore, suggesting that even though organisations provide the information of what should be taught to children across all subjects, it is up to the schools and teachers to provide the best learning opportunities possible for maximum success. 
ESDGC links to Eco Schools 
Eco schools similar to foundation phase Wales, shares some common values with ESDGC. Eco schools practices a child led approach, a child led approach helps encourage children to want to take part in Eco Schools and allows them to develop their confidence through being able to choose and lead activities of their choice (Eco schools, no date). This supports some of the themes that ESDGC promote, such as choices and culture, the natural environment, consumption and waste, climate change and health among others (Welsh Government, 2017). These topics can be very beneficial to children’s development as Vygotsky (2003) states a child’s mental development depends on the level of interaction they have with the environment. 
In addition to previously mentioned organisations, eco school’s shares many of the same values for supporting children as Foundation Phase Wales curriculum (2017). Foundation Phase Wales (2017) state children will be given opportunities to explore the world around them, this supports the freedom of child led activities that eco schools supports. As well as those from ESDGC, choices and decisions value. 
To reiterate, the overlap of similar values between ESDGC, eco schools and foundation phase Wales highlights the importance of the values that these organisations share. It shows how these values have a place in children’s education, and how sharing this knowledge on topics can help children become more competent learners who are aware of issues globally. 
Teachers influence on children 
Teachers are key in a child’s education experience, they are responsible to teach children the curriculum and can shape how they view the world. In addition to this, organisations such as ESDGC allowing children to make their own decisions about their learning, will allow them to gradually gain more confidence about their abilities. In contrast to this, if the adult supporting them does not have positive values about what they are teaching them it could result in a negative learning experience for the child. 
Unicef (1999) support this by stating teacher’s values, attitudes and behaviours are essential in providing a positive learning environment. They emphasise the importance of treating all children equally and believe teachers should provide opportunities for every child to learn successfully. Flavell (1977) states teachers should encourage imagination and inventiveness in pupils as much as possible to aid developmental growth. 
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