[image: TSD_logo2010]
Postgraduate/Distance Learning 
Assignment coversheet & feedback form

THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name: Zoe Fraussen


	Module code: HPCA7009

Module title: History of Astrology


	Student ID number:
1812864
	Educational support needs:
Yes/No

	Module tutor: Darrelyn Gunzburg


Assignment due date: 2 March 2020

	If your module has multiple submissions please indicate which piece of work this is.

[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14][bookmark: Check15][bookmark: Check16][bookmark: Check17][bookmark: Check18]1st |X|    2nd  |_|     3rd  |_|      4th |_|      5th |_|      6th |_|

	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.
Signed  Zoe Fraussen……………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box |X|
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	
Assignment Mark
	
1st Marker’s Provisional mark
	

	
2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark
	

	Agreed Internal Mark: 

	

	
External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
	

	
Final Mark

	



NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.




For completion by Marker 1 :
Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	
For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:




	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	AGREED INTERNAL MARK (where necessary):

Comment on process of arriving at agreed mark:









	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)








	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:





A Critical Review of Three Primary Sources on the Planet Jupiter
With new revelations in astrology and advancements in scientific research, the way in which astrologers observe the heavens has changed throughout the centuries. This essay will look at three primary sources and compare the treatment of Jupiter in each text. Ptolemy was an ancient astronomer and mathematician born in Alexandria during the Roman Empire. He wrote Tetrabiblos, which was originally written in Greek, in the second century. This essay will use the English translation done by F.E Robbins published in 2001. Charles Webster stated that Ptolemy was influenced by Aristotelian philosophy and attempted to adapt the astrological and philosophical knowledge of his time together. His work was categorized by Webster as one of the leading influences in Renaissance astrology.[footnoteRef:1] In contrast, Alan Leo wrote his book on Jupiter in 1917. Leo was an English astronomer and was part of the Theosophical Society, which was described by Nicholas Campion as a society aimed to show the underlying ancient wisdom in all religions.[footnoteRef:2] Kim Farnell claimed Leo wrote his book on Jupiter as part of his attempt to re-define many old astrological beliefs. Liz Greene is an American-British astrologer who was deeply influenced by Jungian practices and, as described by Miller Martin, was interested in the development of psychological astrology.[footnoteRef:3] The source from Liz Greene is taken from lectures she and Steve Arroyo gave in 1982 and was published in 1984. Many changes in astrology and astronomy happened between each publication. These types of changes in scientific advancements also included, as defined by Campion, things such as the discovery of new planets and the continual development of different methods and aspects of astrology such as depth psychology.[footnoteRef:4] This essay will look at these three sources and the scholarship that surrounded them at the time of their writing and determine the changes in description and understanding of Jupiter in each text, as well as the differences in how each author handled Jupiter. [1:  Charles Webster, Health, medicine, and mortality in the sixteenth century (Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1979), p.279]  [2:  Nicholas Campion, A history of Western astrology volume II: The medieval and modern worlds (Bloomsbury Publishing, 2009) p.16 [Hereafter: Campion, Western Astrology (2009)]]  [3:  Martin Miller, Best of British Women Bath Press (England: Bath Press, 1993), p.253]  [4:  Campion, Western Astrology (2009)] 

How do the authors understand Jupiter?
	Jupiter has been characterized in many ways throughout astrology. Some traits have stayed similar between cosmologies, and some have drastic differences. Using the three primary sources from Ptolemy, Leo and Greene this essay will discuss the characteristics each author has given to the planet in their writing and will hope to gain insight into how each author came to these understandings. Some of the largest influences on Ptolemy’s work, as described by Nick Campion, were philosophers such as Aristotle, Plato and the Stoics, although Campion notes he did not adhere to just one school of thought.[footnoteRef:5] Consequently, Ptolemy had a very factful and mathematical approach to Jupiter. This can be seen in the Tetrabiblos where he states that ‘Jupiter revolves in an intermediate sphere between the extreme cold of Saturn and the burning heat of Mars, and has consequently a temperate influence: he therefore at once promotes both warmth and moisture’.[footnoteRef:6] The factual nature of this discussion, including words such as ‘consequently’ and ‘therefore’ showcases the attitude Ptolemy took towards the stagnant meaning behind the planets, and how he factually presented his astrology. Alan Leo, whilst also influenced by philosophers such as Plato and Aristotle, was influenced by those around him such as Madam Blavatsky and the Theosophical Society, as stated by Farnell.[footnoteRef:7] These influences showed him to have a much less mathematical approach and more interest in astrology and the soul.[footnoteRef:8] In his book on Jupiter, he describes his methodology by saying ‘to help our understanding of Jupiter’s nature and influence we may study that symbol which has always been associated with this planet, the crescent over the cross.’[footnoteRef:9] Leo seems happy to use work that has come before him in order to build his astrology and appears to accept that meanings may change and grow with new scholarship. Greene, however, seems a mix between the two previous authors. Like Ptolemy, she does seem to include some mathematical and astronomy-based information in her astrology. In the lecture used in this essay, she focusses mainly on the transit between Jupiter and Saturn and uses terms that may be familiar in astronomy such as ‘conjunction’ and ‘transit’ but sees the movements of the planets in an astrological way. Greene is also talking to an audience familiar with astrology and is speaking in a more informal way such as when she claims ‘Jupiter is such an impatient planet’ which shows a familiarity with the planet.[footnoteRef:10]  [5:  Nicholas Campion, ‘Astronomy and Psyche in the Classical World: Plato, Aristotle, Zeno, Ptolemy’ Journal of Cosmology 9 (2010) [hereafter: Campion, Astronomy and Psyche, (2010)]]  [6:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos, F.E. Robbins (ed., trans.), Loeb Classical Library 435 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2001), II.3, p.14 [Hereafter: Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001)]]  [7:  Kim Farnel, ‘A brief biography on Alan Leo’ Skyscript (2006) [hereafter: Farnell, Alan Leo (2006)]]  [8:  Farnell, Alan Leo (2006)]  [9:  Alan Leo, Jupiter: the Preserver (Massachusetts: Red Wheel, 1970), p.4 [Hereafter: Leo, Jupiter (1970)]]  [10:  Stephen Arroyo and Liz Greene, New Insights in Modern Astrology (USA: CRCS Publications, 1991), p.198 [Hereafter: Greene, Modern Astrology (1991)]] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Each author understands Jupiter through different means, influenced by their historical context as well as the previous astrological work that would have been accessible to them. These methods present understandings of the planet which, whilst initiated by different means, provide similar understandings of Jupiter’s characteristics. Whilst Leo and Greene still use definite terms in their descriptions of Jupiter, writing without speculation, they are still read as less factual as Ptolemy and seem more opinion-based.[footnoteRef:11] This could be because of the historical context of each writer and the expansion of the scholarship around astrology after Ptolemy’s time, as said by Campion in his discussions on the changes to cosmologies over time.[footnoteRef:12] However, there is still a noted similarity in how the characteristics of Jupiter is written in each of the three texts. Jupiter is seen as a masculine force in all three, as well as dealing more in the mind than a physical force. There is power and importance behind Jupiter and this affects those who come under its influence which is presented by Ptolemy and Leo. [footnoteRef:13] Jupiter is also presented as important in its relationships by all three who often talk of the planet in conjunction with other planets and signs.[footnoteRef:14] So whilst each author presents different methods of characterising and handling Jupiter there are similarities in each text. [11:  Greene, Modern Astrology (1991), p.198, Leo, Jupiter (1970), p.4]  [12:  Campion, Western Astrology (2009)]  [13:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001), p.27 Leo, Jupiter (1970), p.4]  [14:  Leo, Jupiter (1970), p.6, Greene, Modern Astrology (1991), Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001), p. 28] 

How is Jupiter handled?
	Each author approaches Jupiter in their own way, developed from their influences and previous works in the field of astrology and as such, although they may see Jupiter with similar characteristics, the way each author handles the planet can vary. Ptolemy writes about the planet Jupiter always with a masculine pronoun. The planet seems like a being with its own personality and who can affect change on Earth. Ptolemy says that ‘Jupiter has a favourable temperament, and is situated beneath the sphere of Saturn; he, therefore, occupies the next two signs, Sagittarius’ taking into account the personality and temperament of the planet.[footnoteRef:15] The book used for this essay is not wholly focused on Jupiter but there are many instances where Ptolemy writes on what would happen in different scenarios if ‘Jupiter joins testimony’ with other planets and signs, most ending in positions of power and influence.[footnoteRef:16] Leo uses no pronouns in his descriptions of Jupiter which keeps it as an object with less of a personality, although he still sees its large influence over events. There is a much more direct link made by Leo to Jupiter and auras and signs, such as [15:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001), p. 28]  [16:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001), p. 112] 

	The early signs and the Moon may thus be related to the etheric or health aura, forming a radiation of its own and connected with Jupiter through the solar plexus and the blood. The astral aura is connected by the watery signs, linking the Moon and Jupiter through the sign Cancer[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Leo, Jupiter (1970), p.72] 

Jupiter is still important in these relationships between the signs and auras but it does not present as making these decisions consciously but rather that they stem from a connection with the soul and the universe.[footnoteRef:18] Where Ptolemy writes as though Jupiter has a choice to make decisions regarding astrology, saying ‘Jupiter may join testimony’ and can lend support to others.[footnoteRef:19] Greene also uses pronouns in reference to Jupiter but brings a less serious personality and a voice to the planet; ‘Jupiter has a very different voice. He says, "I know this to be true because I just know it." Jupiter glimpses a vision of the truth’ this is also present when Greene writes ‘Jupiter is such an impatient planet’.[footnoteRef:20] Where Ptolemy seems to ascribe a being status to Jupiter, Greene’s lecture is more metaphorical as the planet does not physically speak, which everyone in attendance would understand, but it there is still a personality and one in which an astrologer can become familiar and almost friendly with. Ptolemy was writing in a period where many were interested in the study of astrology and it was closely related to mathematics and astronomy.[footnoteRef:21] Therefore his handling is more mathematical and also more religious as he ascribes personhood to the planet as if it were like a God. This changes in Leo’s time where, as stated by Farnell, astrology was not considered a science by many and there was not as great acceptance in its study, he then used language to further astrology from religious connotations and towards a science such as philosophy and psychology.[footnoteRef:22] Greene writes in an era similar to Leo but where astrology had become slightly more popular but also more spiritual, as described by Campion, this may be the cause for her familiarity and connection to the planet, seeing it as a spiritual being which can form different connections to different people.[footnoteRef:23] The handling of Jupiter is different from all three authors and the biggest influence in this may be the historical context and scholarship available to each astrologer. [18:  Leo, Jupiter (1970), p.76]  [19:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001), p. 84]  [20:  Greene, Modern Astrology (1991) pp.196-198]  [21:  Ptolemy, Tetrabiblos (2001)]  [22:  Farnell, Alan Leo (2006)]  [23:  Campion, Western Astrology (2009)] 

Conclusion
Ptolemy’s book was written in a time where Jupiter was the second last planet. Leo knew about Uranus and Neptune and was in a time when astrology was not as popular as Campion describes as it was in Ptolemy’s time.[footnoteRef:24] This may be why there is no use of pronouns as there wasn’t a trend towards familiarity to the planets within astrology, it was attempting to become a more serious science and not be dismissed. Greene’s source is the most modern and was written in a time of scientific advancements. Society was moving away from astrology as a science and looking at it as a spiritual practice. She is most concerned with the chart and the readings that can be gained from Jupiter. Greene also has the influence of the previous two authors. Leo has been called the biggest influence on modern astrology by Farnell, and Greene could see his whole cosmology and use his interpretations to influence her own.[footnoteRef:25] Ptolemy was writing in a time where less was known of the planets and their meaning and was writing to be able to teach others, which could account for his factual nature. Leo is attempting to re-interpret some of the old scholarships on astrology and as such is bringing new practices into his study on the planets. Greene is in a place where similar minds were meeting in order to discuss and gain more insight into subjects they are already aware of. These differences lead to very different texts and very different ways to handle Jupiter. Although they are presented in different ways the similarities are still present and can lead to questions about the inherent characteristics of the planets. Although these three texts manage Jupiter through different methods each plays an important role in the scholarship and all remain very important to curate a fully developed understanding of Jupiter within astrology. [24:  Campion, Astronomy and Psyche, (2010)]  [25:  Farnell, Alan Leo (2006)] 
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