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The role and function of the UK and Welsh Government in relation to social and educational policy for child care, support and provision	

In today’s contemporary society there are a number of issues that affect children and young people. One of the issues is the failure within the education system which has required many changes in policy over the past 30 years. The Government of the United Kingdom (UK) and Welsh Government have played a part in the policy changes that have been undertaken in relation to support and provision of social and educational policy. Donaldson (2015) discusses that children benefit from education if it is the highest quality. There has been an increase in trend for countries to see a two way relationship between the quality of their education systems and the wider health of the society and economy. Another issues raised within the education system was evidence indicating that exam results were becoming poorer and that children were dropping out of school before the age of 16. As well as this it was noted by education policy makers that the UK has a particular problem with basic skills. This could be related to how the education system is working within the United Kingdom (Vignoles 2006). 
Blakemore and Griggs (2007) argue that social policies aim to improve and benefit human welfare such as meeting human needs in relation to education and health. In similarity to this Blakemore and Booth (2013) provide a similar view and state that social policy is implemented by the government and is a stance towards a particular topic influenced by ideology, media input and evidence. Deacon (2007) defines social policy as the study of social relations necessary for human wellbeing and the systems by which wellbeing may be promoted.  
Matheson (2015) states that education is essentially a contested concept and implies that something worthwhile is being transmitted in a morally acceptable manner. Similarly, The Government (2015) discusses that education is a foundation of culture and is an essential part of preparation for adult life. Machin and Vignoles (2006) states that the education has changed throughout the twentieth century. Matheson (2015) argued that education has become an increased awareness due to the working classes regarding both schooling and adult education. O’ Grady (2013) states that in the United Kingdom education has been in place since the 19th century and has undergone many changes and developments, fundamentally children and young people are required to engage in formal learning proves identified by the government from the age of 5-16. Machin and Vignoles (2006) also argues that there have been many attempts to reform the UK education, particularly in England and Wales. This has been done to raise the standards in education  
The Central Government operates across the United Kingdom (UK) and is based in London in the Westminster Palace. This is also where parliament are based, and their role is to sign or agree with other nations, make laws and defend the nation. The Government (2013) discusses that The Government of Wales Act 1998 provided for the establishment of the National Assembly for Wales following the affirmative devolution referendum in September 1997. The Government of Wales Act 1998 first established the National Assembly of Wales. 
Similarly, to this, Wales have the Welsh Assembly which was established by the government of Wales Act 1998 which became known as the Welsh Government in May 2011. The Welsh Government are involved with cases related to transport, health, education and the environment. Carwyn Jones is the first minister in Wales appointed by the Queen in 2011. Part of their duty is making decisions and ensuring delivery on areas that are important and affect people’s lives are dealt with. The Welsh Government develop and implement policies and set up and direct key areas such as the local government and the NHS.
All settings will have policies regarding different issues the policies are there to safeguard and guide professionals to take action of any occurring issues. Machin and Vignoles (2006) discuses that the reason for policies being put in place due to falling standards in UK education and that there were concerns for too many children leaving school early with little basic life skills. Government Services (2018) states that policies are a course of action which intends to change a situation in a positive manor. Many policies have been implemented to cover a wide range of issues and only the government can change the law of the policy. 
Machin and Vignoles (2006) discusses that in the 1980’s there were concerns about poor education standard within the UK and that too many individuals were leaving school early with a lack of basic skills. The Education Reform Act 1998 also known as the National Curriculum was established in 1988 and set out to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school and society. The Education Framework is for children between the ages of 5 and 18 in England and Wales. Egan (2017) states that in 2001 the Welsh Assembly Government introduced ‘the Learning Country: A Comprehensive education and Lifelong Learning Programme to 2010 in Wales’. This was the first major articulation vison of the new education system in Wales and this was introduced to provide the first comprehensive strategic statement on education and lifelong learning. The learning country undertook a review of the National Curriculum to make it more specific for Wales and Wales was to take its own policy direction to get the best out of Wales. Strategies were put in place such as the numeracy and literacy hour to encourage children’s learning and develop their learning. This strategy proved unsuccessful as it made teachers more accountable which increased the stress level. Eason (2009) started that this strategy was implemented to raise children’s levels of achievements.  The policy creates essential features such as own school’s inspectorate, qualifications body, a large state provided school system and the continuing role of local education authorities. The goal for Wales is to have the best education and learning system for the future generation.  This programme was to enhance teaching and strengthen the contribution of education and training to economic development. It was then focussed on developing a distinctive curriculum including the Foundation Phase for 3-7 year olds and the Welsh baccalaureate for secondary age students. Wales follows the Foundation Phase Framework which is a statutory curriculum for three to seven-year olds within Wales only and was implemented in September 2010. When it is noticed that policies are not working the government make changes to policies and update policies to ensure they adapt and meet the needs of the public. Policies are tested to ensure their suitability and often results from the policies will be used to help adapt them, so they can tackle problems. An example of this is the PISA tests and the results. 
The department of education (2018) states that the programme for international Student Assessment (PISA) is a collaborative study among the member countries of the organisations for economic co-operation and development. It is conducted every 3 years and its main purpose is to assess the knowledge and skills of 15 year olds in three areas of literacy, reading, mathematics and science. Jane Davidson was the education minister in 2006 and she stated that Wales was not a fully-fledged member of PISA and the nation only broke free from the UK’s blanket entry in 2006 (Wales Online 2012). Egan (2010) also states that PISA was first entered by Wales in 2006 and it was identified that the standards being achieved by students in Wales were lower than other parts of the UK. Due to this it was notified that more attention was needed to be given to policies that drew upon the work of the international movement on school improvement and effectiveness and this is the reason Jane Davidson entered wales for the PISA tests. In 2006 for the first time Wales entered PISA children scored average results for science and below average for maths and reading. Wales also took part in the PISA in 2009 for the second time and after the disappointing PISA results in 2009 it was then the Education Minister Leighton Andrews strengthened the focus on standards through an Action Plan designed to address the weaknesses that he believed had led to the PISA results (Andrews 2011). After disappointing results, it was noticed how the education systems in Wales needed changing. Hume (2016) discusses that 2016 was the fourth time Wales had done worse than the other nations in the UK. Wales failed in their maths and their reading and their science scores were less than England, Scotland and Northern Ireland four times in a row. It was said in 2016 that Wales was ranked the worst in the UK to have bad PISA results and that our result have fallen since 2006.
Kirsty Williams the current Education Secretary said that Wales could do better and that a new curriculum would be put in place in hope to raise the PISA scored in Wales. In relation to education policy in Wales Kirsty Williams is the Cabinet Secretary for Education. Some of her duties include funding in schools, curriculum assessment, the Foundation Phase, additional learning needs including dyslexia and safeguarding and inclusion in schools (The Welsh Government 2018a).
In 2009 after Wales PISA scored started to drop, The Government introduced the literacy and numeracy hour to get children to focus more on these skills. The literacy and maths framework was already introduced in 1998 and laid down by the Central Government however it was in June 2009 after the poor PISA results in Wales that the Government would no longer apply to this framework. It was noted that children needed an hour of literacy and numeracy lessons each day (BBC 2015). Although the discussion provoked by Wales’ PISA to the contrary evidence suggests that educational standards in Wales has improved steadily since devolution. An increased focus on English and Maths has led to a ‘hollowed out’ curriculum with the consequence that children and young people have been denied the opportunity for a broad and balanced curriculum (Sellgren 2017). 

These bad results could indicate that a change in the curriculum is needed for children to be achieving high scores in their maths, reading and science.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Graham Donaldson also identified this, and it was recognised in his report. The Welsh Government (2015) discuss that Professor Graham Donaldsons’ 2015 report was ‘Successful Futures. The report identifies how the curriculum has become complicated and outdates and that the ability of schools and teachers to response to changes is needed. The report also recommends that ‘separate and independent evaluation arrangements should establish to monitor effectiveness of change structure and the new curriculum arrangements in relation to improvements in the quality of learning and performance.  The successful futures document highlighted the need to create a new curriculum which supports world class teaching and Donaldson proposed the cross-curriculum themes of literacy, numeracy and digital competence. 

The Welsh Government (2015) stated that on 22 October 2015 Huw Lewis the Minister for Education and skills wanted to take forward Professor Graham Donaldson’s recommendations set out in the successful futures and so he planned to build a challenging curriculum with four purpose. The first the first purpose is to have ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives. The second purpose is having enterprising, creative contributors who are already ready to play a full part in life and work. The third purpose is to have ethical informed citizens who are ready to be citizen in Wales. The final purpose is to have healthy and confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society.
The Welsh Government (2018c) discuss curriculum changes within The National Approach to Professional Learning (NAPL) that within the new financial year £15 million will be given to school for the time and resources that need to plan for the new curriculum ensuring these changes prioritise the well-being of teachers and minimise disruption to pupils learning. The Welsh Government (2018d) discusses that in December 2017 they published an outlining approach to the curriculum development and sharing the identification of ‘what matters’ within the areas of learning and experiences. The new curriculum is currently being built on and since January the Pioneer network has been working to produce progression frameworks for each area of learning (The Welsh Government 2018e).
Evans (2015) states that Pioneer schools have developed ‘what matters’ statements into the area of learning and experience and into their curriculum. The education minister Huw Lewis reveals that there are 68 schools leading the developing the new curriculum for Wales and they have been drawn from urban and rural communities and are a mix of English-medium, welsh-medium, primary, secondary and special and faith schools. The Welsh Government (2017) states that school feel more supported and confident developing the six different of learning and experiences and that this new curriculum will be rolled out in 2022.         
Currently in education budget cuts are becoming an affect on the education system and schools. Asthana and Weale (2018) discusses that Theresa May admits that the education system is failing to serve the need of every child and this is down to lack of funding in school. Knowles (2018) states that there are some current educational issues such as how the government is responding to increasing pupils’ numbers and what budget cuts mean for pupils and teachers. This affects the funding for children with special educational needs in mainstream school. Theresa May became prime minister on 13th July 2016 and during her past she was chair of education from1988 to 1990. Her role as prime minister is to be the leader of her majesty government and is responsible for the policies and decisions of the government (The Government 2018 a) Theresa May also states that funding for further education has been slashed and cuts in higher education within the United Kingdom have also fallen globally.  The National Education Union (2018) discusses how budgets cuts are affecting the number of teachers, teaching assistants and support assistants that can be employed during a time where classes are expanding, and staff ratio is rising. Tickle (2017) discusses that due to the lack of funding for more support it is difficult to support children with special educational needs. This could mean that their needs are not being met and that the education system is now failing these children. Similarly, Adams (2018) argues that 94% of people said they found it difficult to support their child with special needs within a mainstream school due to a decrease in funding. Nadhim Zahwai who is the minister for children and families states that the Government recognised the increasing pressure on schools and high-needs budget and argued that funding was rising in response.
Schools and classes are slowly growing and according to Lewis (2018) there is a financial pressure and warning that could damage standards in nigger classes and that Estyn have warned it could undermine the ability of heads to introduce the new curriculum in 2022. The Welsh Government (2018b) discusses the new curriculum plan coinciding with the publication of education in Wales: Our National Mission. The new curriculum is said by the welsh government the curriculum will be introduced from Nursery to Year 7 in 2022. Then into Year 8 in 2023, Year 9 and 2024, year 10 in 2025 and Year 11 in 2026. The Welsh Government say that all school will use the new curriculum and assessment from 2020 to allow full roll out in 2022. 
To conclude the contemporary issues within society and education have been identified. It has been identified how the failing education system meant a failing education for children. It has been seen how the education system has kept changing and that the PISA results are affecting the evaluation of the education system in Wales. The first set of PISA results indicated how poor Wales were doing within education. The next three results also showed how Wales were failing in the education system by producing four low PISA results which meant a changed needed to be made to ensure Wales would not continue failing in education. Due to this various education minsters have changed this by introducing the literacy and numeracy hour however this proved to not be successful. Many minsters have implemented different polices however none of these changes impacted on the PISA results and currently the curriculum is looking at being changed to impact positively on the education system in Wales. 
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