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Brief description of the activity (no more than 50 words)

	To help lower ability children to build a wall, using coloured bricks outdoors.
Use repeating patterns. Blue, red, blue, red…
Possibly blue, red, green, blue, red, green….
 Important for identifying many different kinds of mathematical relationships.  It underpins memorization of the counting sequence and understanding number operations, for instance recognizing that if you add numbers in a different order their total stays the same. Pattern awareness has been described as early algebraic thinking.



	                                       Aim/Objective of the activity

	which involves:
noticing mathematical features
identifying the relationship between elements
observing regularities and identifying irregularities and how to change them.
To encourage the children to work together and enjoy the task, whilst learning maths, social skills, colour, identifying patterns and size.



	                                                          Your role

	My role in this activity:
To encourage the children to recognize the mathematical patterns involved in building a wall involving colour sequencing and identifying the correct size of bricks that need to be used.
As the pattern forming is a way of beginning to use algebra and identify that sequencing and ordering is involved in all aspects of maths.
To encourage the children to work together, to develop team work and mutual respect, to understand everyone in their group has an important role. 
To discuss jobs the people around us might do, such as builders, manual workers, the school caretaker, how important such jobs are in society. 
To encourage the use of mathematical, positional language, bigger, smaller, higher, lower, above, below, behind, in front, inside, outside, under, over. 
To encourage gross and fine motor skills as the children can build a large wall using large bricks and then a smaller wall using lego bricks. This will encourage all aspects of manipulative dexterity. 
To encourage the children to record their play with photographical evidence, using i-Pads to video and photograph their play, sharing later, with the teacher and possibly tweeting to parents and carers, aiding communication skills.


	                                            Positive aspects – why?

	The positive aspects of this activity were how the children reacted to working as a team, with some direction. They were excellent at taking turns and helping each other find the correct colour at the correct time in the wall construction.
The language used was good, they understood how the bricks were bigger and smaller and were able to identify which bricks were of the right size to construct a larger or smaller wall. I modelled the first few bricks being put together by thinking out loud my thought process and how I might make a strong wall. I modelled how I might make mistakes at first and asked the children for advice, asking “how would you do it?”
The children then mirrored my method of thinking aloud, as we all discussed how we could work together and how there are lots of jobs involved in construction.
They communicated well and worked as a team, picking up the correct coloured bricks and passing them to each other as they took it in turns to place them on top of the wall. When one of the boys accidentally knocked some of the wall off, the children did not criticise the child but reassured him and helped him to build it back up with some encouragement from me. He started to get tearful and upset at letting his friends down but I pointed out that accidents happen and it was a good way to make the wall even stronger, everyone makes mistakes and how they can help to see what can go wrong and how you will then try not to let that happen again.





	                                           Challenging aspects – why?

	There were some challenging aspects.
I was asked by the teacher to start this activity with this group however, I should have asked what the other children would be doing. When I started the activity outdoors I found that the rest of the class were playing football on the main yard, next to our construction area. I then found it very difficult to get the boys to focus on the task at first, as they were more interested in playing football with the others and they were sad to be missing this activity. 
As they got into the construction, they became more interested in in it but as cheers went up from the soccer players they were distracted. I should have moved the construction toys to another area where the children would have been more focused, for longer.

I also found that some children did not communicate very well. One of the children, J, has trouble with his speech and language. He finds difficulty in making himself understood and hates to say his name to other children, often becoming very quiet if he is asked too many questions.
As J is quite new to our school, I was not aware of his shyness or problem with his speech and I frequently asked him questions, making him very nervous and withdrawn. 
I mentioned this to the Reception Teacher later, who did not realise I had not met this child before. 
I should have checked the list of names and realised I did not know this child and asked for more information about him.
I also found, as this group were of a mixed lower ability, they were more difficult to keep focused and they struggled more with the language development. They understood bigger and smaller, however, they struggled more with above and below, and I had to cut back on using the Welsh words I planned to use as they needed to understand the meanings of the English words first.
I also think I could listen more closely to the child, when he chooses to talk to me. At times, I can be distracted by things that I can see happening elsewhere and I don’t give the child who is speaking, my full attention, as I should, all the time.




	                                  What knowledge was demonstrated?

	I think I understood the reason for this activity, the many strands of areas of learning that were involved.
This included, physical development as we were taking part in an outside activity. 
Communication, using both Welsh and English, and language skills. Using bigger, smaller, in the correct places and beginning to learn the meaning of words such as above and below.
 Maths, the development of understanding sequencing and ordering.
Personal and social development, as the children learn to share, work as a team and participate in a joint activity. 
Knowledge and understanding of the world as we discussed how builders work, using bricks to build houses and how they need to overlap the bricks so that the house doesn’t fall down. How important construction jobs are as they build homes for people to live in and schools for people to learn in. 
I also managed to keep the children focused for long enough to complete the task, they built a high, solid wall and understood the main mathematical reason for building it. The sequencing and ordering of size and colour of bricks.




	                                      What skills were demonstrated?

	
Communication, I was able to model my thinking in a way that made the children copy my focus and they could process their understanding of the task.
Focus, I was able to draw the child’s focus away from the football and we were able to concentrate, for a short while, on the task of building a wall, using sequencing and ordering. Repeating numbers and discussing the reasoning behind the task.
Speech and language, repeating the sequence of colour and size, we were able to discuss what was the same and what was different, what worked in wall building and what didn’t. 
The bricks had to be the same size and fit properly and even though the task was to use a sequence of colours of bricks, it didn’t really effect the strength of the wall if we used random colours, although it did effect the look of it.


	                                    Which values were demonstrated?

	
To value the children’s opinions and to encourage the children to try different methods they have thought of, even if they don’t work, they will learn from the process.
To be patient and to recognize and value the child’s opinion. 
To work together with the Teacher, to accurately record the child’s progress and to keep records and photographic evidence confidential. 

	
What could have been done differently?  Why?

	To not have other activities too close by.
To keep the activity short, as the children are easily distracted by games going on around them.
To encourage more understanding of each of the children and to share that information with the other staff members.
To listen to the children when they speak, giving them all of my attention, trusting the other adults to help the other class members, so each child knows they are valued.






Briefing Paper
Reflective Practice
To understand what reflective practice is, is to understand your own behaviour and practice self-awareness.
Moss’s (2008) definition of reflective practice as ‘a rigorous process of meaning- making, a continuous process of constructing theories of the world, testing them through dialogue and listening, then reconstructing those theories’ is clearly linked with the Reggio Emilia ‘pedagogy of listening’.  Reed and Canning 2010
The Purpose of Reflective Practice
· Reflection- this involves developing new insights into behaviours and processes involving observations on your own decision making and actions.
· Reflective Learning and understanding- this is where you would examine the action of learning through exploring the process, not just the outcome.

We are able to do this analysis by using various models of reflection.
One often used is Kolb’s learning cycle which helps the practitioner look at their experiences and learn from them. This can be used as the lesson progresses or at the end of a lesson, to analyse in depth.
‘Participants gain new knowledge about themselves and their teaching, they also acquired the professional language required to discuss children’s learning and their practice with others’. Bleach. J. (2010)

Both Kolb's (1984) learning stages and cycle could be used by teachers to critically evaluate the learning provision typically available to students, and to develop more appropriate learning opportunities. 
Kolb's experiential learning style theory is typically represented by a four-stage learning cycle in which the learner 'touches all the bases'.  McLeod, S. (2017).


Kolb’s Learning Cycle
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To analyse reflective practice further, there is a need to look into Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle, this was based on Kolb’s Learning Cycle but it has 6 points of reference, as opposed to 4, making it a more complex questioning tool. It encourages us 
‘to re‐define our understanding of (professional) knowledge’; 
‘for the development of personal knowledge or self‐awareness’; 
‘to evaluate the appropriateness of our actions’ 
Forrest. M (2008)

It also provides a model of reflection in which the practitioner answers a series of ordered questions: the answer to each question leads on to the next stage in the reflective cycle, this is best done by writing the information down after a lesson as these questions are more in depth and thought provoking. 

Gibb's Reflective Cycle.


[image: ]Gibb’s reflective cycle is a more in depth version of Kolb’s Learning Cycle. 
It gives the practitioner more direction on how to analyse their lesson, discussing feelings and evaluating the good and bad, then asking what else you could have done.
If this becomes a regular learning tool, the practitioner will become more capable of self-evaluating, then becoming a better teacher with happier pupils.


To become a better practitioner it is important to self -evaluate what is being done correctly in the classroom and also, what is not being done well. With these tools we can evaluate as we teach or we can evaluate afterwards, using a slightly more complex tool which would give a more comprehensive analysis of critical reflection.
 It is vitally important for the children in our care that we provide more quality services for our children to grow into strong, happy, valued, productive adults. 
Personal Development Plan
	 (
	Why?
	How?
	Who/Where?
	When?

	1. Knowledge



	To expand my Knowledge of teaching primary children within a school setting. 
To try all the classes within the primary school to expand my understanding of the role. 
Gain experience, working with older and younger children within schools locally.
	To attend University and obtain a degree in education. 
To look at gaining a PGCE in education. 
I would need a 2:2 degree or above. GCSE’s in English and Maths at grade B or above and C or above in science.
Experience of working in a school is important.
	University of Trinity St David/ Carmarthen Campus.
	Started a degree.

To apply for a PGCE by October.
If GCSE’s are not in place, can do an equivalency test in English and Maths.

	2. Knowledge 



	Limited knowledge of the Welsh Language which is important for working within education.
It would also be beneficial socially, as we live in Wales.
	To take Welsh Lessons. 
There are no educational requirements to learning Welsh. 
	There is a secondment available for 2 months through school. 
Also classes available through Swansea Bay Region.
	The course is attached to Swansea University.
This course is available on the weekend in Swansea University campus.

	3. Skills



	First Aid
Currently a first aider in school. I would like to expand my knowledge.

	Apply for more complex courses, learning CPR, diabetes medicines, epi-pen training and using a defibrillator for adults and children.
	Courses are available, they are advertised through County Hall e-mails within school.
Also through asking headmaster to access a course.
	To start as soon as the next course becomes available, depending on funding.

	4. Skills



	Art
Art is a subject I teach regularly in school at the moment. I would consider teaching art as a therapist, in a museum or as a mobile art teacher in primary schools.
	I would need to get a degree in art or teaching, with a strong art background, I could be accepted with a portfolio of up to date art work.
Voluntary work in this field is beneficial.
	To apply to a special needs school or hospital to do voluntary work. 
	Apply to the British Association of Art Therapists to attend an introduction course which is a good way of deciding if the job is suitable for me.

	5. Values



	Empathy
I feel that I am empathic with children and their needs, especially concerning first aid. I am very happy to comfort and make a child feel better as children tend to look for a calming person when they are feeling poorly or have been hurt.

	I am at present the first aider in school. All of the children are aware of this and will frequently look for me if they are hurt or need comforting.
	I would like more training in this and I have recently completed a course at County hall involving children’s first aid and CPR. 
I have also been trained on children’s medical issues such as using an epi-pen, diabetes and breathing difficulties. 
	I have asked the headmaster of our school if I can complete a more involved first aid course, which he has agreed to, when one becomes available.

	6. Values 



	Special Educational Needs.
In my role as TA, I am responsible for the Individual Education Plans of the children in the classes where I work. These are known as IEP’s. I plan, evaluate and mark the work. Assessing the child’s progress and adjusting the work accordingly. The child is aware of their plan and their Targets as we discuss them regularly, sticking the  targets into their books so every piece of work they complete is tied in to their interim target.
	When the child works with me I am aware of their targets and we work on them together. With my support in class we can address issues as they arise and they can ask me questions they would struggle to ask the teacher as they feel safer and more comfortable talking to me. When their IEP targets are met, a minimum of 3 times, the class teacher and I discuss a new, obtainable target for that child, so he can see he is making progress.
However, I would like extra training on behavioural difficulties and autism as in September there are 3 children joining our class with Autism and Aspergers Syndrome.
	We have recently had meetings with a SEN teacher, who gave us lots of information on Autism but very little about Aspergers. 
Both the class teacher and myself have asked for some extra support and information on Aspergers and how to deal with a high functioning child with some social difficulties.
 
	The headmaster of our school has asked that we be put on any courses on Behavioural difficulties, Autism and Aspergers that become available. He has also made enquiries to see if a behavioural specialist can meet us, to give us some information about how to deal with the behaviours in a class setting.
The parents of all the children are very supportive and we often ask for their advice and support within school to make the children more comfortable and to have transparency within the class.
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