By streamlining the legal process and eliminating the requirement to establish guilt or blame, the Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 aims to make divorce more accessible to couples. A major shift is done by the adoption of a "no-fault" divorce system, as it removes the requirement that one spouse had to prove adultery, unreasonable behaviour, desertion, or living apart for two years in order to obtain a divorce. Instead of pointing fingers at one another, spouses can just say their marriage is over and move on (Judiciary UK, 2022). 
Divorce filings hit a 10-year high after changes were enacted to make the process less contentious, but they may start to decline due to the current economic crisis. Throughout the period from April to June of 2022, a total of 33,566 applications were submitted, of which 33,234 were submitted under the revised rules Couples can now apply jointly for a divorce. However, only two in 10 applications were from joint applicants. It's also important to remember that England and Wales have had high divorce rates for a long time. As an example, the divorce rate in England and Wales in 2019 was 7.5 per 1,000 married adults, with approximately 107,000 divorces (Fouzder, 2022). Furthermore, the Act is not expected to dramatically alter the underlying reasons why couples opt to divorce, while it is possible that those who were previously prevented by the necessity to establish fault or blame may now decide to pursue a divorce. However, regardless of the new regulations, the COVID-19 epidemic has had a significant impact on relationships and family dynamics, and this may lead to an increase in divorce proceedings (Ellyatt, 2022). 
The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973, which is being replaced by the new Act. For nearly 50 years now, the Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973 has provided the legal foundation for divorce in England and Wales. In order to obtain a divorce under this Act, one spouse must allege that the other committed adultery or engaged in unreasonable behaviour (Morgan, 2021). It has been argued that the need to point fingers during a divorce makes the process more contentious and harmful to everyone involved. 
The peculiar circumstances of Owens v Owens [2018] UKSC 41 garnered widespread attention. Mrs. Owens divorced her husband because the marriage was irreparable. Her spouse opposed the divorce, claiming the marriage was salvageable. The case showed the limits of the present system, which requires one side to prove wrongdoing or separation for two years before granting a divorce. The lawsuit prompted divorce law change. The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973 was criticised for forcing people to stay in unsatisfactory or abusive marriages because of the high bar set for obtaining a divorce. The new law aims to alleviate these problems by expanding access to divorce for unhappy marriages. Furthermore, the new Act is an attempt to rectify the failings of the old one, making divorce easier to obtain for those who wish to end their marriages and reducing the potential for damage and dispute that can develop during the process (Gaffney-Rhys, 2022).
In addition to the legislation already discussed here, there is another piece of legislation to consider. In 2004, the government passed the Civil Partnership Act  to make it possible for same-sex couples to enter into civil partnerships, which are similar to marriages but with important distinctions. The Matrimonial Causes Act of 1973 established the legal requirements for dissolving a marriage, and this Act made the same requirements applicable to same-sex couples who joined into civil partnerships. They had to allege one of five predetermined facts such as unreasonable behaviour or desertion to show that the partnership had irretrievably broken down (Sendall and Hodgson, 2019).
The Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act 2020 is planned to replace the present legal framework for dissolving civil unions and marriages because dissolving a civil partnership has the same legal prerequisites as dissolving a marriage. This implies that same-sex civil partnership couples will be able to benefit from the expedited divorce procedure and the absence of the necessity to assign blame or fault when terminating their relationship (Lowe et al. 2021a). Despite the fact that the Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 will apply to civil partnerships and is expected to make it easier and less confrontational for same-sex couples to end their partnerships, it is not expected to result in an increase in the number of dissolution cases beyond what exists under the Civil Partnership Act of 2004.
The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 regulates research, therapy, and other uses of human embryos and tissues. It also determines the legal parents of IVF-conceived offspring (Samanta and Samanta, 2021). Although the Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 is unrelated to the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act of 2008, a simpler divorce process may affect assisted reproduction and parenthood. The Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act of 2008 handles legal parentage and gamete and embryo banking and use after a marriage dissolution. If a divorcing couple undergoing IVF terminates parental rights mid-treatment, the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act of 2008 can be implemented. 
Furthermore, A person's rights under the Human Rights Act 1998, which implemented the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in British law, must be taken into account while deciding whether or not to proceed with a divorce under the new law (Foster, 2022). Furthermore, Article 8 of the ECHR guarantees the right to a private and family life without interference from the state. Moreover, this right can be invoked in divorce cases involving questions of child custody, visitation rights, property distribution, and spousal support (Harris-Short et al. 2019a). The case of Re G (Children) (Residence: Same-Sex Partner) [2006] UKHL 43 concluded that the mother's same-sex partner had the right to respect for her private and family life under Article 8 of the ECHR and that joint-residence with the biological father was in the best interests of the children. In addition, it is hoped that by decreasing the acrimony and conflict that can occur in typical fault-based divorce cases, the Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 will let couples exercise their right to respect for private and family life while ending their marriages. However, there is doubt that the new law could have unintended consequences for people's ECHR protections. The elimination of the need to prove fault in order to file for divorce, for instance, has been criticised by those who worry about the impact on the right to family life guaranteed by Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights.
The Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act 2020 will have far-reaching effects on the divorce process in England and Wales, but it will also have complicated and nuanced repercussions for people's rights under the Human Rights Act 1998 and the ECHR While the new law may have some unintended consequences for people's Article 8 ECHR right to family life, it is also intended to minimise dispute and make it simpler for couples to leave their marriages, both of which could have good effects on people's rights. 
Moreover, no-fault systems should have far-reaching consequences. Divorces should become less acrimonious as a result of the new procedure. As a result, couples who cannot agree on fault or damages often wind up in costly and emotionally demanding court fights. Divorces are made simpler for everyone when they are no-fault (Landells, 1971). Furthermore, no-fault divorce may reduce divorce guilt. Beside, divorced couples who could not prove guilt or blame under the old system felt disgraced or criticised. Therefore, no-fault divorce might alleviate this burden and make divorce more acceptable for everyone (Harris-Short et al. 2019b). Additionally, the Act introduces a minimum timeframe of 20 weeks between the start of divorce proceedings and the day people can get a conditional order. Furthermore, it will give the couple time to reflect, and possibly turn back, or, if reconciliation isn't possible, to agree important arrangements for the future - like kids, finances, and property (Gov.uk, 2022).
Divorce rates and public opinion on divorce are both anticipated to change significantly as a result of the new law for divorce in England and Wales and the implementation of a no-fault system. It is true that the no-fault divorce system could make divorce proceedings less contentious and less embarrassing for everyone involved, but it also has the potential to have unintended negative social and economic effects and to undermine the value of marriage (Ormerod and Laird, 2021). To ascertain whether the advantages of the new system outweigh the disadvantages, it will be necessary to track and analyse its performance. 
Furthermore, there are hazards associated with no-fault systems such as public resources may be put under strain as the number of single-parent households increases. Besides, despite being considered to be more "quick and easy", a no-fault divorce actually takes a great deal longer than it used to. In the case of an applicant who filed on 6 April, a "cooling off" period of 26 weeks would mean that the applicant will not receive their final order until October at the earliest if he or she files on 20 October. Furthermore, it is not yet known how well the new online system will cope with the growing demand from the public, but even if all goes well, it is likely to take at least six months to complete the process (Radnor, 2022).
In addition, there are a number of benefits associated with the new divorce laws in England and Wales. These include divorcing parents, their children, attorneys, social workers, and the public. Divorce is now no-fault. This may help save relationships, especially with children, and reduce the emotional and financial costs of divorce. Furthermore, the no-fault divorce can now be achieved by couples, and they can do so on-line, paying only the court fee, without the need to hire lawyers, and without the need for lawyers to be involved in the process (Lowe et al. 2021b).
Moreover, the approach may protect children from the animosity and conflict that can emerge from establishing fault to finalise a divorce. The new system may reduce divorce's negative consequences on children. As more people use the no-fault system and seek support, divorce related legal services will increase. This could help family law professionals. Divorce related legal demand may affect counselling, mediation, and mental health services. If divorced couples require emotional support, they may use these services. The system may also benefit society. Lessening the stigma around divorce and marital breakup may help people accept and embrace it. This may reduce divorce's detrimental impacts on individuals and society. The new way may result in divorces that are more peaceful, cheaper, and less contentious, which could affect everyone (Lamont, 2022).
To conclude, it is not completely correct to state that the influx of divorce cases filed in England and Wales may explode as the new Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 entered into force in England and Wales Wednesday 6th April 2020. The Divorce, Dissolution, and Separation Act of 2020 is the biggest reform in divorce and seeks to end the blame game.  In addition, the no-fault divorce system, while making divorce much easier, is also intended to eliminate disputes and encourage an amicable separation between the parties. Moreover, the purpose of this bill is not to increase the divorce rate, but rather to make the process easier for both parties and to speed up the divorce process as much as possible without having to evidence one of the five facts (Judiciary UK, 2022). Besides, those going through a divorce, their children, their attorneys, social services, and even the general public as a whole can benefit from this new law. By promoting a more optimistic and accepting attitude towards divorce, the new law can potentially improve the situation for all those involved, including the children. Although it remains to be seen whether or not the law will result in a flurry of divorce proceedings in England and Wales, it is highly unlikely that this law will result in an ambush of divorce proceedings.
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