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Manuscript Transcription 
Methodology 
I discovered this notebook of annals on the witchcraft trials in Essex and Suffolk in 1645 while screening materials for my dissertation. As the dialect and handwriting are from the 17th century, I relied on a text that supplied a handwritten alphabet and common abbreviations to decode the content of the annals.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  P. M. Hoskin, S. Slinn, and C. C. Webb, Reading the Past: Sixteenth and Seventeen Century English Handwriting (York: Borthwick Publications, 2001) p. ii–iii.] 


Materials 
The binding of the notebook is made from marbled paper over boards and supported with calf-skin leather. The book measures 211mm in height, 168mm in width, and 52mm in depth.[footnoteRef:2] The pages are paper produced from white linen rags that have been mixed with water and stamped by wooden hammers with iron tips powered by hydro-operated mills, the creamy page coloring would likely have resulted from the fermentation process where lime would be added.[footnoteRef:3] There are ruling marks in the margins that act as a guide for formatting the entries. The medium of writing would have been a goose feather quill and either an iron gall or carbon-based ink. A carbon-based ink would be created by mixing soot and a binding agent. Iron gall ink was produced when gall nuts, iron sulfate, water, and gum arabic were combined. Either of these solutions would have produced the black ink used in the manuscript.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  C. Burrows, ‘Binding of Manuscript’, Luna.manchester.ac.uk, University of Manchester, 2011. Available at: <https://luna.manchester.ac.uk/luna/servlet/detail/Manchester~91~1~237253~116791:Binding-of-manuscript?qvq=q:wallington> (Accessed 4 January 2024)]  [3:  R.L. Hills, Papermaking in Britain 1488-1988: A Short History (London: Bloomsbury Publishing, 2015) p. 13–17.]  [4:  D. Diringer, The Book before Printing: Ancient, Medieval and Oriental (Newburyport: Dover Publications, 2013) p. 549–52.] 


Writing
Wallington’s handwriting is cursive and in a slightly slanting italic font. There are abbreviations in the manuscript such as “” translating to shorthand for ‘that’ and “” meaning ‘the’. Suspensions present in the text transform acknowledge to “acknoweldg” and contractions convert fields into “filds”. The dialect is in Early Modern English, there are numerous alternative spellings to contemporary English; ‘going’ is spelled “goeing”, ‘chief’ is spelled “chiefe”. While Wallington’s language is formal there are inconsistencies in his spelling that suggest his level of education was basic; the ‘devil’ is spelled in numerous manners for example “divell” and “divill”. The lack of punctuation in Wallington’s writing was largely due to the literary technique being relatively new; Ben Johnson published ‘The English Grammar’ in 1640 which presented the developing concept of syntactic punctuation and its use in common practice, Wallington’s entries began in 1644.[footnoteRef:5]   [5:  V. Salmon, The Study of Language in 17th-Century England (Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing, 1988) p. 56.] 


Context 
The July 26th-29th 1645 entry in the annals kept by Nehemiah Wallington is from the works he referred to as the ‘The Great Mercy’ or ‘Yeet God is Good is to Israel’. The text was digitized by Carol Burrows and a team from The University of Manchester’s John Rylands Centre for Heritage Imaging and Collection Care in 2011.[footnoteRef:6] Wallington was an English Puritan in the profession of Woodturner, he wrote 50 notebooks surrounding the events of religious turmoil, the English Civil War, and Witchcraft throughout his life. This entry is from 1 of 7 notebooks that survive and is currently housed in Tatton Hall in Cheshire.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  M. Martin, ‘Historians Put 17th-Century Witch Trial Diary Online’, NBC News, 3rd March 2011. Available at: <https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna41891639> (Accessed 22 December 2023)]  [7:  Martin, NBC News.] 

East Anglia became the epicenter of the witch trials in England, the majority took place between the late 16th and mid-17th centuries. Over 200 men and women were put on trial and executed during the witch craze in Essex, more than in any other county.[footnoteRef:8] There were numerous catalysts for witch-hunting; the English Civil War blurred the lines between persecuting people for witchcraft and the perceived swing back to Catholicism prompted by the monarchy. Puritans grew anxious and outraged about the changes being made by King Charles I to clergymen, churches, and The Common Book of Prayer and were displeased by the decrease in the number of witchcraft prosecutions under his reign.[footnoteRef:9] Due to the Civil War, witch trials were not conducted by the usual justice system but by Justices of the Peace superintended by the Earl of Warick.[footnoteRef:10] Many of the cases put before the court were products of the witch hunters Matthew Hopkins and his partner John Stearne, they were responsible for over 100 executions in East Anglia.[footnoteRef:11] [8:  M. Gaskill, Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 2010) p. 68.]  [9:  M. Gaskill, Witchfinders: A Seventeenth Century English Tragedy. (London: John Murray Press, 2005) p. 32.]  [10:  W. Notestein, A History of Witchcraft in England: From 1558 to 1718 (Auckland: The Floating Press, 2014) p. 201.]  [11:  Gaskill, Witchcraft, p. 68.] 

Rebecca and Anne West had been subject to accusations of witchcraft on numerous occasions. Charges were brought against Anne for the death of a sow belonging to a neighbor and another neighbor's child, she was acquitted at trial but her neighbors harbored ill will towards her creating a petition that labelled her a danger to society.[footnoteRef:12] Rebecca was accused of causing a miscarriage to fall upon one of the neighbors who had spoken out against her mother but with no proof, she could not be arrested.[footnoteRef:13] The indictment of the West women and numerous others came after Elizabeth Clarke, a suspected witch was tortured by Hopkins and Stearne, she had given their names as members of the local coven in Manningtree.[footnoteRef:14] When Rebecca was arrested she gave her confession of witnessing and participating in a dark sabbat to John Edes at Lawford on the promise that becoming a witness for the crown would pardon her from hanging with the others accused.[footnoteRef:15]  [12:  Gaskill, Witchfinders, p. 37-38.]  [13:  Gaskill, Witchfinders, p. 40.]  [14:  P. C. Brown, Essex Witches (Gloucestershire: The History Press, 2014) p. 126.]  [15:  Brown, Essex Witches, p. 108.] 
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Transcription
Page 177- Yeet [exclamation of excitement] God is good to Israel. 
Many Witches in Essex in Suffolk and Norfolk. 
Now to speak a few words more of one great mercy of God in that he hath brought to light many Witches and hath justice to be executed on them. Here is a relation of the arraignment of 30 Witches at Chelmsford in Essex before Judge Coniers, 14 whereof were hanged on July the 25th (1645). There being at this time a hundred more in several prisons in Suffolk and Essex, and here is the confession of the principal of them and first to speak of the Witches in Ipswich. 
July the 23rd – There were at least 38 Witches imprisoned in the town of Ipswich, all of which (except one) by the testimony of the town searchers confess that they have one or two paps [breasts or nipples] on which the Devil sucks, divers [many] of them voluntarily and without forcing or compulsion freely declare that they have made a covenant with the Devil, to forsake God and Christ and to take him to be their Master and like wife do acknowledge that divers cattle; and some Christians have been killed by their means. This was certified from some Ministers that were with them, with other particulars which would not have been believed had not many in the town seen and observed them. It is further certified thence that there are divers of women apprehended upon suspicion from day to day, which if they should all be found guilty, there is scarce a village in these parts free: by this we may see the grand delusions and impostures of Satan by which he works upon men and women in the latter times of the world. What sins so heinous, what crimes so grievous will not they run in to from whom God is gone.

Page 178 – A Record of Great Mercy Continued or The Confession of The Witches at Chelmsford in Essex and first of 
The Confession of Rebecca West, daughter to Anne West of Colchester in Essex. 
The said Rebecca confessed at the Barre [before the barristers] that about Shrovetide last [A Royal football match annually played on Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday] her mother bade her make hast of her work, for she must go along with her before sun down and as they were going over the fields, her mother gave her a great charge never to speak of what she should hear or see and she promised to keep counsel. When she came to the house of meeting there were five Witches more, the two Chief were Mother Benefield and Mother Goodwin, this Mother Goodwin pulled out a Book and after their manner they prayed out of it and presently their several Impes [Impes: force or mass or Imps: mischievous demons] appeared in several shapes: six whereof appeared in the shape of kittens about a week old in Mother Benefield’s lap and after she had killed them, she said to Rebecca that those were all her children which she had by as handsome a man as any was in England. Then they commanded their spirits, some to kill such a man’s horse, some a cow, some a child .&c [and so forth] then Mother Benefield called to Mother West, and asked if she were sure that her daughter Rebecca would keep counsel, or else she might seek all their blood, she answered Rebecca had promised. They all then replied, if she ever did speak of it that she should suffer more tortures and pains on earth then the pains of hell, presently Mother Benefield said for more certainty let her take our covenant and oath as we have already done. Then they taught her what to say, the sum whereof was to deny God and her savior Jesus Christ, to renounce all promises of his blessings and the merits of his bitter death and passion, to believe as they did and to serve and obey as they did. And the said Rebecca confessed that as soon as she had done this the Devil in the shape of

Page 179 – Yeet God is good to Israel.
of a little black dog leaped into her lap and kissed her three times but she felt them very cold. Shortly after when she was going to bed the Devil appeared unto her again in the shape of a handsome young man, saying that he came to marry her. The manner was thus, he took her by the hand and leading her about the room said “I take the Rebecca to be my wife and do promise to be thy loving husband till death, defending thee from all harms”, then he told her what she must say where upon she took him by the hand and said “I Rebecca take thee to be my husband and do promise to be an obedient wife till death, faithfully to perform and observe all thy commands” the first whereof was that she should deny and renounce as aforesaid. And being asked by the Judge whether she ever had carnal copulations [unnatural sexual intercourse] with the Devil she confessed that she had. And being asked divers questions by a gentleman that did speak several times with her before and afterward (giving her godly and comfortable instructions) she affirmed  [that] so soon as one of the said Witches was in prison, she was very desirous to confess all she knew, which accordingly she did where upon the rest were apprehended and sent into the Geole [jail]: she further affirmed that when she was going to the Grand Inquest with one Mother Miller (indicted for a witch) she told Mother Miller that she would confess nothing if they pulled her to pieces with pincers, and being asked the reason by the gentlemen she said she found herself in such extremity of torture and amazement, that she would not endure it again for the world: and when she looked upon the ground she saw herself encompassed in flames of fire and presently the Grand Inquest called for her, where they admit but one at a time and as soon as she was separated from this Mother Miller, the tortures and the flames began to cease where upon she then confessed all she knew and said  so soon as her confession was fully ended she found her countenance so satisfied and disburdened of all tortures that she thought herself the happiest creature in the world, with all affirming that the Devil can take any shape and speak plain English. 

Summary 
Wallington’s annals are a contemporaneous account of intrinsic evidence of the witch trials that took place around his home in 1645. The manuscript is a detailed reflection of the political and religious disorder of the time and events that led to the arrest of 30 women and the deaths of 16 for witchcraft. Rebecca’s account of the sabbat and the devil informed and confirmed many contemporary beliefs. From the 13th century forward, it was a common belief that witches would attend and perform a sabbat where their devotion to the Devil would be sworn and sealed with a kiss whether he appeared in human or animal form, commonly a black cat, dog, or toad which was reflected in Rebecca’s account of Mira (demonic illusions).[footnoteRef:16] The Bible states that the Devil could appear as a being of light and angelically handsome, which leads clergymen to believe that the ruse was used to entice his followers into having sexual intercourse with him as Rebecca reported, and further solidify their bond, making them sinners.[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Gaskill, Witchcraft, p.16-20.]  [17:  Gaskill, Witchcraft, p. 47.] 

 Of the 30 women put on trial 16 were sentenced to death, one lady was reprieved, and one died before her execution in the jails likely of gaol fever stemming from a combination of the cold conditions in the jail, malnourishment, and disease spreading throughout the inmates.[footnoteRef:18] Of the 14 convicted women left to execute, 4 were hanged at Manningtree and the other 10 at Chelmsford.[footnoteRef:19] [18:  Gaskill, Witchfinders, p. 55.]  [19:  Notestein, A History of Witchcraft, p. 201.] 


Bibliography 
Brown, P. C. (2014) Essex Witches. Gloucestershire, The History Press.
Burrows, C. (2011) ‘Binding of Manuscript’, Luna.manchester.ac.uk, University of Manchester. Available at: <https://luna.manchester.ac.uk/luna/servlet/detail/Manchester~91~1~237253~116791:Binding-of-manuscript?qvq=q:wallington> (Accessed 4 January 2024)
Diringer, D. (2013) The Book before Printing: Ancient, Medieval and Oriental. Newburyport, Dover Publications.
Gaskill, M. (2005) Witchfinders: A Seventeenth Century English Tragedy. London, John Murray Press.
Gaskill, M. (2010) Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford; New York, Oxford University Press.
Hills, R. L. (2015) Papermaking in Britain 1488-1988: A Short History. London, Bloomsbury Publishing.
Hoskin, P. M, S. Slinn, and C. C. Webb. (2001) Reading the Past: Sixteenth and Seventeen Century English Handwriting. York, Borthwick Publications.
Martin, M. (2011) ‘Historians Put 17th-Century Witch Trial Diary Online’, NBC News, March 3rd. Available at:  <https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna41891639> (Accessed 22 December 2023)
Notestein, W. (2014) A History of Witchcraft in England: From 1558 to 1718. Auckland, The Floating Press.
Salmon, V. (1988) The Study of Language in 17th-Century England. Amsterdam, John Benjamins Publishing.


image4.jpeg
Yeer God i gead o ffZmel

o a s lacke o eaped inte pux Lap
Butflefele tem eyl ey ofou

the il appecsad v /4Lajlm in the flap of a hanme.

anfayiny e o iy fes o punme i w,’
...M,( M.A.J iy 7
by by il /NM /.,,M gl
ek it shifom ol ol ool e e
oy, WA..,V,.," :;A/.M,W
T e
it :” Py z@’ém,i,/,mﬁw
s ,Mm el
man JJ Mﬂﬂtdl;» vieh her befoct & afeesion
g S Kl ko o el T
feone as o wrtches ims in prifon Sézwm uexy
s = rffl e K ol e e
he eefe Ligee qppuehencd andfonvte e Geols: St
shec afisomed gt ithen e sns iy 4o the Geand Fugug
wu/?\ ane riathes- M:/ - m./méz,'u.wm ) ,}“ teld éifer-
Mr e vhat ffe wed e perhing.if v ez
!./m:,;/ %/,z,ﬁ bl

s M.m& Pl g iy
ﬁl:;-u d./lfu arl/lpn k‘el‘xu(/xre// aded fx kol

it e s ,,.m.,/ essied

g bhis piother J/‘n he ke &M ;,um&ik’
faene as o





image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg
177 ]
" Veor God ss good 44 [fiacl i

Many Witches in Effex in Suffalk wond Nextolk.

New ts Specke & fou word mere of gne grent-rnerey
God 7! hot i ek Lyiosgho 19 The Drany Wivehis
:Tm{ i e Bt dan 4
elation pf 1Ke A eaigmens of Thisty wiches gt Chens
A;.,‘x:hg}’:i Brie ol Gover {,Lm il B
Were hagsed e Fudy rienvi 75 fhece besy at thie
o Kol i st prfs n 5 &
ex cond hege iy Gonffionof- e v
et g b, |
buly she xuan Theree were at Leafe soovm Wiches imprfopve
in the Toum of Fpfuich l of which (exsept one) by b efim]
o ke toun Scnschers Confle sy hsue one o paps
Thest o which the Diil ks s of them volinrassly'an
withour any foxcing v Compulfion Lreely dectose Thin they hase
made S it ik the Pl el Gud & o
el i oy e hik Mo and DR iy
At dicess Gl o fom Chisfians, hawe bion Kilbol by oA
meanes This wes Costiified Lim fome Minifoers thet were
W[»‘né}uﬁv,s/mhut#rtf&yhi’w‘«‘r/ Which Wl o fane ben
belesed hod 7ot many i he Toume fon &, afjiuncd shom s 55
e thince tho rhge net s somen apprchod
ed vpex jufoition fuarddoy to . shich 3f shes foms
Sourd gty ki s Jexkec e i okl s for,
Tt 5’“, ek ot s e
e warkes \pen men & women in thefe futir times)

oF the wield kst fin o parions. whet Ceimes Jo i
Will nat-they zun in 16" feom whom Ged is gone ©





image3.jpeg
A Record of Grear pMaxcys Gontinved

R
The lu:/!./xm va w:z/w. at Chensforel in Effer
The gnﬁ/m ,_{ F(Iburzﬁ Wifr dagghret 1o forne wife of-

The un.um Confufid at the Bavee that apo:
sl [ hae ke e Yo mode o el “},J'&T
R e
oo e Bl ol o s

O s ke fo ol e e et T
Gl Gl e e he ) s i
itk o S e il e Sovle Sl e
sy biopist i
et o pyel et Ly st
ap)ﬂuuklm il st JW s m;f/ a“

Sl iy

e fle fud Kifec then fhe fuid o Regee thes o ceie
‘i’fi Ui Afj' o _ﬂe?{ffby e e
}AA,‘, n ; en h an(m...l.,/ ,4.7/5,;,::“ fome to Ki
ik & mans Hiusfe: fomg s Cousfome . CHILL 1 then ke
Bl ol m\w/,,.n/.;/, Z‘W%f., e

hex dagghrer j«un weitd,

‘W“/* 2 o fhe prich
.,\,W;J el A.mefy ”f,ﬁ/
ecee dilfpead of e it e e
e il 77
cfory e Binsfol ol o e ehasminty
i Coenant AClar a5 e faue akeeady dine 71.. ,@myh
ez what tofoy 1 vhe fumme whexeof sias v dleny ae/&ﬁainu
cus Ioes G po Zencunce w-ﬁ of Ais Lifings &
m:zu;;ﬁ(&u ik bl MM,,J{&
el by e oy 5 s
Lasﬁw o g Lkl Rybtes





