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The Title Page:
THE | TRAGICALL | Hiſtory of D. Fauſtus. | As it hath bene Acted by the Right | Honorable the Earle of Nottingham his ſervants. | Written by Ch. Marl. | device 142 |LONDON | Printed by V.S, for Thomas Buſhell. 1604.
Format:
The 1604 edition of Christopher Marlowe’s, Dr Faustus was printed in quarto.
Early Printed Edition:
The earliest record of a printed edition of Christopher Marlowe’s Dr Faustus dates to 1604.[footnoteRef:1] The title of the edition is printed as “The Tragicall History of D. Faustus As it hath bene Acted by the Right Honorable the Earle of Nottingham his servants.” Contrastingly, the 1609 printed version adapts an annotated title, “The Tragicall History of the horrible Life and death of Doctor Faustus”, while the 1616 version appears without “horrible” in its title. Gradually, the title becomes more concise, where the play is imply referred to as either, “The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus” or “Dr. Faustus.” In the title of the 1604 edition, the italicized portion, ‘As it hath bene...’ suggests that the manuscript used for printing the play was the version used in a stage performance acted by the players patronaged by the Earle of Nottingham. Along with the 1604 edition which appears in the Stationer’s Register in 1601, there are a total of five other editions in the Register. There was another publication of Doctor Faustus in the Stationer’s Register, however, it was not of the play written by Christopher Marlowe. Rather, it was a prose version of Dr Faustus, which Marlowe was said to have gained inspiration for his literary piece from a translated prose book published in Frankfurt. The edition printed in 1604, 1609 and 1611 were all printed using the earliest known version of the play, whereas later versions were revised and printed and considered to be second and third versions of the play. There are differences in the text of both the edition printed in 1604 and the edition printed in 1616. Differences which included authorial and theatrical, as well as psychological and theological.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  (Greg 1959)]  [2:  (Marlowe and David Scott Kastan 2005)] 

The printer on record for the earliest edition of the play was Valentine Simmes (Symmes). Simmes, before becoming an established printed, was an apprentice to Henry Sutton, a bookseller. Simmes’s goal was to become a master printer, therefore his apprenticeship was transferred to a printer, Henry Bynnerman. After completing his apprenticeship, he was presented to freedom by the wife of the late Henry Sutton.[footnoteRef:3] He was known largely for his ability to print quarto formats of plays. Simmes seemed to have an affinity for trouble as he found himself in provocative situations throughout his career. Simmes was arrested in an alleged connection with the Martin Marprelate Press, his press was seized, and his apprentice was transferred to another printer. Following that, he was barred from printing satires and epigrams, threatened to be hanged and eventually striped of his position as a master printer.[footnoteRef:4] Although his career was marred with controversy, he was still an accomplished printer as he was instrumental in the printing of early editions of some of Shakespeare’s plays. He printed Richard II (1597), Richard III (1597), 2 Henry IV(1600), Much Ado About Nothing (1600) and Hamlet (1603) Q1.[footnoteRef:5] Simmes’s printed edition of the play appears with a printer’s device on the cover of the play. These devices were used to distinguish between printers and sometimes appeared if there was no printer’s name. His device was of Justice striking a bushel of corn and inscribed with the words “Such as I make. Such will I take.”[footnoteRef:6] [3:  (Mc Kerrow 1910)]  [4:  (Mc Kerrow 1910)]  [5:  (Dobson and others 2015)]  [6:  (Mc Kerrow 1949)] 

Simmes was tasked with printing Dr Faustus by Thomas Bushell, a bookseller who owned a bookshop at the North Door of St Paul’s. For eight years, he was an apprentice to a stationer named Nicholas Ling.[footnoteRef:7] In 1601, he took charge of registering Marlowe’s play in the Stationer’s Register. It was his way of gaining the rights to printing the play. Unfortunately, the play which appeared in the Stationer’s Register was never printed until 1604. This was the only edition of the play printed by Simmes and the only for Thomas Bushell. Later editions of the play were printed by George Eld and sold by John Wright in his bookshop at Christ Church gate.[footnoteRef:8] In 1610, John Wright was given the right to print other editions of the play by Bushell, however it appears in the Stationer’s Register, however, the edition was printed in 1609 and his last printed edition was in 1631. Wright was instrument in publishing the first edition of what is considered the B-Text of Doctor Faustus.[footnoteRef:9] This was printed in 1616 by George Eld.  [7:  (Mc Kerrow 1910)]  [8:  (Mc Kerrow 1910)]  [9:  (Marlowe and David Scott Kastan 2005)] 

A chorus is printed at the beginning of the 1604 edition of Dr Faustus, whereas in the edition which is printed in the English Renaissance Drama: A Norton Anthology, it is labelled as a prologue. Aside from the different labels, both contain the same content with minor differences in spelling and punctuation. At the end of both editions there is a chorus printed, however in the English Renaissance Drama, the chorus is labelled as an Epilogue.
Early Theatre Performance:
The earliest stage performance of the play, Dr Faustus, dates to September 30th, 1594. It was performed at the Rose Theatre in London which was built and owned by Philip Henslowe and was acted by the Lord Admiral’s Men.[footnoteRef:10] The Rose theatre was built in 1587 and has been home to many plays during its existence. It’s owner Philip Henslowe was also instrumental in building the Fortune and Hope theatre. Henslowe’s diary is said to contain much information about the Lord Admiral’s Men and the performance of different plays. During the performance od Dr Faustus, Edward Alleyne was the lead actor. He was business partners with Henslowe and was married to Henslowe’s daughter, then later John Donne’s daughter. [footnoteRef:11] Dr Faustus was a prominent play at the Rose theatre for a number of years spanning from 1954-1957. However, after years of being just a theatre play, it was later performed as a pantomime. A pantomime performance o Dr. Faustus occurred on 20 November 1723 and was titled Harlequin Doctor Faustus by John Thurmond. It was the first ever pantomime of the play being performed and was staged at Drury Lane. Another version of Dr Faustus was first performed at Lincoln’s Inn Fields on 20 December 1723. This version was titled The Necromancer or Harlequin Doctor Faustus and was presumed to have been by John Rich.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  (Birch and Hooper 2013)]  [11:  (Birch and Hooper 2013) ]  [12:  (James Fullarton Arnott and others 1970)] 
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