	Checklist for engaging with research papers and 
developing critical evaluation skills

	Consider the following questions each time you read source material:   

	How relevant is this text to my research? 

	What is the author’s stance in relation to the topic? Are they for it or against it, or neutral towards it? Is there evidence of the author’s personal, political or cultural bias in the text? 

	Do I accept or challenge their stance? 

	How do I know whether the author has academic credibility? 

	Where does the article/text ‘fit’ in the context of the broad issue? Is it dated or current? Does it present a new perspective or possible solutions? 

	What is the author really saying? Can I write it down in one statement? Is it argued consistently throughout the article? 

	What are the main issues and the sub-issues dealt with? Can I use a concept map to show how they all fit together? 

	Is this article/text convincing or persuasive? 

	What are its strengths and weaknesses? 

	What else will I need to know before I can make a judgement about this text? 

	



