Previous Target – There is scope for more depth in your conclusion.

I have aimed to discuss my ideas in my conclusion in more detail in order to convey my ideas clearly.


Demonstrate how cross-curricular teaching and learning can influence in-depth skills and understanding. Underpin this with reference to relevant research, a detailed lesson plan and an enhanced provision material.

Cross-curricular teaching and learning could be considered of the highest importance within the curriculum for Wales, outlined by the cross-curricular skills framework. It is stressed that cross-curricular skills are mandatory across three areas, these being literacy, numeracy, and digital competence (Welsh Government, 2022). The Welsh Government (2022) emphasizes the essentiality of the development of these skills for learners, whilst also advising that these skills must be embedded across the curriculum, not just in separate subject brackets. This type of learning, as described by Barnes (2015) can help learners to “recognize multiple viewpoints” which in turn allows for the development of more “knowledgeable, transferrable and lasting understandings of the world around us”. This suggests that the use of cross-curricular skills may reap benefits within teaching and learning. Watson (2023) implies that the integration of various subjects allows learners to make connections and think for themselves, which therefore deepens their learning experience and prepares them for life-long learning. However, there are also aspects which practitioners must be cautious of, as with any method of teaching. It is suggested that the implementation of cross-curricular teaching and learning could cause difficulties in planning lessons and assessment, through making these aspects more time-consuming due subjects being integrated rather than being taught individually. Additionally, it is implied that the level of subject knowledge needed to teach in a cross-curricular way may impact practitioner's abilities to make significant links between subjects (Parker, Heywood and Jolley, 2012). 
Within the curriculum for Wales, there are three key frameworks that underpin teaching and learning, these being the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competence frameworks. These frameworks offer guidance to practitioners on how to aid learners with the development of these skills, while also ensuring that learners can apply these skills throughout their education in a cross-curricular manner (Equal Education Partners, 2023). The Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that all learners should be engaged as members of their school’s community, providing them with access to the wider curriculum. This could be reflected through cross-curricular teaching and learning as it is suggested that it can be used to engage a broader range of learners, therefore potentially offering them access to every part of the curriculum (Chiangpradit, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_nLBOyDFs]The opportunities within Foundation Learning presented by cross-curricular teaching and learning could provide chances to further learner's knowledge. When considering cross-curricular teaching, it could be argued that due to the breadth of core curriculum subjects, the primary way to ensure attainment within them is to teach in a cross-curricular way. This is said to associate the various elements of a curriculum in meaningful ways (Tyler, 1992, as cited in Boyle and Bragg, 2008). In support of this, Kerry (2015) insinuates that cross-curricular teaching helps to make meaningful connections as teachers can explore applicable links across the whole curriculum, therefore providing learners with the opportunity to participate in deeper, more challenging learning. This indicates that learners will then develop the transferrable skills needed to face real life work and challenges in the future, and it is suggested that learners who achieve the development of these transferrable skills will also gain critical thinking skills as a result (Saaris, 2017). This also could fall in line with the curriculum for Wales guidance that learners should be encouraged to ask ‘meaningful questions’ in order to use their critical thinking skills to analyze situations and information (Welsh Government, 2022). 
Another opportunity offered by cross-curricular teaching and learning could be the provision of authentic experiences. Authentic experiences can be described as a method used to ensure that learners produce knowledge that can be applied to their lives, which will then become useful to them in realistic scenarios (Duis, 1995). Estyn (2022) appears to agree with this method, explaining that authentic experiences support the development of “knowledge, skills and experiences”. Authentic experiences could relate to cross-curricular teaching and learning as, through cross-curricular provision, learners are being prepared for the real world through connecting subject disciplines to real-life scenarios (Maute, 1992, as cited in Penchalk, 2015).
However, it can be argued that there may be apparent disadvantages to cross-curricular teaching and learning. It has been conveyed that advocates argue that boundaries should be placed clearly between subjects to provide a more transparent understanding of the “sense of order” of the world. Alexander, Rose and Woodhead (as cited in Earley, 2019) state that denying learners access to definitive subjects is “to deny them access to some of the most powerful tools for making sense of the world which human beings have ever devised”. This could insinuate that learners require definitive subject brackets to completely understand what they are learning.  Despite this, the use of cross-curricular teaching and learning regarding teaching multiple subjects covered by a particular theme, rather than purely subjects alone has been found to empower learners, and as a result they were more likely to participate in lessons as they felt more in control over what they were learning (Earley, 2019). 
In regard to adopting the cross-curricular approach in my own teaching practice, it was very important to consider which elements would be included in the lesson that was planned. Firstly, it was considered that the implementation of the Literacy, Numeracy and Digital Competency frameworks was prioritized, as these are the main reflections of the cross-curricular skills deemed mandatory by the Welsh Government’s cross-curricular skills guidance (Welsh Government, 2022). 
The chosen theme for the lesson was the book ‘Sunk!’ by Rob Biddulph. This book tells the story of a group of ‘pirate penguins’ whose ship sinks while out looking for treasure. This book was chosen as it contains many themes within it, particularly pirates. Therefore, the theme of pirates was chosen for the lesson as this could be taught in a cross-curricular way while encompassing all three frameworks. This book would be read to learners initially to engage them with the theme. 
[bookmark: _Int_lpNDlZo0]Initially, a treasure map was created (see appendix A) that was designed to look old and perhaps slightly more realistic. This map could be considered a cross-curricular resource as the learners are being introduced to maps, a prevalent topic within geography. Then, the topic of maps is combined with the three frameworks to ensure their inclusion.  The stops along the treasure map are given names that are small group activities, while also using pirate or ocean themed vocabulary, these being ‘Ahoy! Addition’, ‘Seaside Spelling” and ‘Pirate Portraits’. This was intended to introduce relevant vocabulary and cover elements of the Literacy, Languages, and Communication Area of Learning and Experience (AOLE). This could link to the Statement of What Matters “Literature Fires Imagination and Inspires Creativity”, although particularly to progression step 1 - “I can use familiar words and phrases and experiment with newly learned vocabulary”. This group activity would consist of a secret code spelling game, where learners must figure out what each image starts with to spell out pirate vocabulary. 
Once this activity is completed, the group will move on to the next activity, ‘Ahoy! Addition’, which would be a tuff tray containing ‘gold coins’ of different values buried in sand (to resemble pirate treasure), which learners must add up to discover the value of the ‘treasure’ they have found. In addition to this encouraging the development of mathematical skills, it has also been found that digging is a form of gross-motor skill development (NHS, 2019), which could slightly encompass the Health and Wellbeing AOLE. 
Finally, the third activity includes using an application on a device called “Morfo” which allows learners to animate a character and upload a voiceover to the background. Learners would use an appropriate image of a pirate and upload a voiceover using the vocabulary that they have learnt, further encompassing the Literacy Framework and Languages, Literacy and Communication AOLE. This activity is also cross-curricular with its connections to the Digital Competency Framework as learners are using a technological device, for example, a tablet or iPad to complete this activity. 
Once all groups have completed their activities, which is estimated to take two to three days if small groups of six are assumed, they will receive their ‘treasure’ as a class which will be a small treasure box where each learner can choose a small item. 
[bookmark: _Int_BItSPfaK] The Central South Consortium (2020) suggests that teaching and learning of a high standard reinforces cross-curricular responsibilities on a regular basis, with these responsibilities including literacy, numeracy and digital competence. In the same sense, learners must be given the opportunity to access and practice these responsibilities. In reflection of this, the lesson planned aims to include all three cross-curricular skills frameworks.
[bookmark: _Int_nSjFKbZT]It could be considered evident to conclude that the Literacy, Numeracy and Digitial Competency Frameworks are fundamental to include when considering the planning of cross-curricular provision. The use of these frameworks is vital for the development of mandatory skills needed by learners (Welsh Government, 2022). With a holistic approach being central to the Curriculum for Wales (Welsh Government, 2023), it is undoubtedly important that the use of cross-curricular teaching and learning is emphasized as it is suggested that cross-curricular learning provides learners with the opportunity to “engage their imagination”. Additionally, it is said to allow learners to develop prior knowledge in a stimulating manner (Twinkl, 2023). Within my own practice, it would be of high importance to include cross-curricular teaching and learning. Through viewing the benefits of this type of learning throughout this essay, it is evident to see that learners could possibly receive a higher standard of education using this method of teaching. In terms of three targets to set regarding my own practice, the first would be ensuring that my use of cross-curricular teaching comes naturally and is not forced through combining subjects that do not fit, as this is said to be key when ensuring successful cross-curricular practice (Twinkl, 2024). Secondly, I would aim to ensure that learners are receiving the opportunity to have enriching learning experiences, including that of authentic experiences. As stated above, these types of experiences are said to prepare learners for the real world, including preparing them for work and challenges that they might face later in life. These skills could be considered fundamental to provide learners with a scaffold to reach their full potential after leaving education. Finally, my third target falls in line with one of the Twelve Pedagogical Principles, this being “good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including those that promote problem-solving, creative and critical thinking” (Welsh Government, 2023). Through applying a cross-curricular teaching and learning method to my practice in future, I can aim to ensure that these skills are developed in learners from a young age, again preparing them for life in the real world where these skills may become essential. Overall, cross-curricular teaching and learning appears to be a successful, meaningful method that creates learners who are in control of their own learning and can understand important concepts that link between various subjects. 
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