Methodology Chapter:

“To What Extent Can the Negative Stereotypes Surrounding Female Sex Workers Influence Their Status as Victims of Sexual Violence?” 

Aim: 
Critically examine to what extent can negative stereotypes surrounding female sex workers can impact their status as victims of sexual violence.

Objectives: 
1. To identify the existing stereotypes surrounding women who work in the sex industry. 

2. Consider the negative connotations associated with different stereotypes of sex workers when they are victimised. 

3. Reflect on what is being done to address the negative stereotypes and propose recommendations on how the misconceptions of female sex workers can be improved to provide equal treatment as victims.

Methodology:

The research onion, a methodological framework, designed by Saunders et al., in 1997 was created as a guide through the different ‘layers’ of research that are essential when conducting a research study. Since its introduction, the framework has been widely used as a structural guidance tool for researchers conducting research studies, (Melnikovas, 2019). The framework was put together to facilitate researchers to effectively communicate their research design with others if they wish, whether this be through papers or conferences or the use of images, it allows them to offer an organised and clear way to convey any key elements of their chosen study, (Saunders et al., 2016). The research onion is made up of six layers, these being the following: techniques and procedures, time horizons, choices, strategies, approaches and finally, philosophies. Melnikovas (2019) explains that these layers have the sole purpose of enabling the researcher to choose a suitable practice or theory within the already existing layers to help them to answer the questions they have within and for their research. 
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(Borg Ellul, 2023) 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/exploring-depths-research-design-revealing-layers-onion-borg-ellul/ 

The Human Rights Campaign (2023), stresses that sex work is merely a part of survival in societies where the necessities such as housing, food, clothing and much more have become unaffordable or inaccessible for many women within our society. These women have much to worry about, along with the negative stigma around their work, there are many other issues that come with sex work including concerns about how consent works, the experiences of violence and potential exploitation combined with the possibility of human trafficking. Additionally, along with the issues of safety and protection, there are also public health issues and the debates on whether there should be the criminalisation or decriminalisation of all kinds of sex work.
There are three objectives of this research, the first being to identify the existing stereotypes surrounding female sex workers, next is to consider the negative connotations associated with different stereotypes of female sex workers once they have fallen victim to a crime of a sexual nature, and the last objective is to reflect on what is already being done to address the negative stereotypes and propose recommendations on how the misconceptions of female sex workers can be improved to provide equal treatment as victims.

The theory of knowledge and where it has been gathered from is the epistemology, which is one of the largest segments of the research onion, and it influences many decisions that need to be made during research studies, (Catterall, 2000). For example, it is intertwined within in almost all aspects of the research onion and guides researchers in the choice between deductive and inductive approaches. This study will take both and inductive and deductive approaches, because the study will be trying to prove that the negative connotations of sex work influence the way sex workers are treated by others within society. Not only this, but the inductive approach will also offer more of an observational perspective of the data that has already been collected by previous researchers. 
This research is being undertaken to understand and analyse why sex work is continuing to be negatively stigmatised by our society when there are so many women who feel as though sex work is their only chance to live.  Several sources, such as McGlennan (2013) and the Lancet (2023), explain that due to the treatment from punters, law enforcement and others within our society, a large percentge of women working in the sex industry suffer with poor mental and physical health, and their needs are not being met. The cost-of-living crisis has made life harder for much of society, but a report from National Ugly Mugs (2022), highlighted how hard it has been for many female sex workers. One of which stated, “I’m having to take on clients I’d rather not see and offer risker or more emotionally draining services”. Evidently, these women are willing to put themselves in danger to have even a small amount of income in these trying times, their mental and physical health is not considered a priority to themselves, nor to anyone else. 

For this study, a questionnaire will be conducted with the object of collecting a more an in-depth insight into the way society views and stereotypes female sex workers. The findings from the questionnaire along with secondary data from various other sources should help determine the misconceptions of sex work and their impact on the credibility of sex workers as victims of sexual or physical violence during their line of work. For this to happen, the questionnaire will contain open and closed questions, where the participants will have a chance to give as much detail to their answers as they wish, many of the questions will be asking about negative connotations that come along with sex work and how the public perceives these women. Langenbach et al., (2023), states that society has always had ‘negative’ and ‘controversial’ attitudes that condemn women who chose to participate in sex work. 
[bookmark: _Int_sQWVa7Ou]By collecting qualitative and quantitative data, there should be enough evidence to show a clear indication that the stigma and misconceptions surrounding female sex workers has an impact on their treatment from the law enforcement, health providers and society overall. Considering their vulnerability and the status they hold in society, not enough is done to protect them from harm and there is not nearly enough support for these women when they are victimised. This could be the leading factor as to why women in the sex industry are reluctant to file reports with the police, according to Ghassan, (2023), the number of these women who that are willing to work with the police has dropped by 28%, which is a significant amount. If there were more support for these women, this number woulld be lower. 
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Questionnaire:

1. Do you know what the word consent means? If yes - What does consent mean to you?
2. Do you know what the term ‘Sex Worker’ means? Can you give an example?
3. What is your opinion on sex work?
4. Have you ever taken part or considered taking part in any form of sex work? 
5. Do you think sex workers in general fear stigmatisation or slander by others within our society?
6. Can you think of any motivations for sex work? (Female more than male)
7. How prevalent do you think sex work is at current, consider cost of living crisis, post COVID-19. 
8. Do you consider sex work to be a real job?
9. Is there any danger to this line of work?
10. Do you think any female sex works are victims of sexual violence?
11. Have you ever considered using a sex worker?
12. Do you know anyone that participates in sex work, online or in person?
13. Do you have a negative/positive/neutral opinion of sex workers?
14. Does your opinion change regarding the gender of sex workers?
15. Do you think female sex workers can become victims?
16. Should they receive the same level of treatment as other victims of sexual violence? - why?
17. Do you think many reports of sexual violence come from street sex workers?
18. How can they be made safer from perpetrators?
19. Statistic – does this surprise you? 
20. Did the statistic change your mind about any of your answers? If yes, why?
21. Any comments or feedback? 
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