How we interpret and gain meaning from burial evidence.
[bookmark: _Int_JOY7ah8N]A burial consists of disposing a human remains in the earth a grave or a tomb, putting them into a body of water or leaving them exposed and allow animals to consume the corpse. The ritual of burying someone has differences in different cultures and time periods. Often someone’s social standing, geography and religious beliefs can affect how they are laid to rest. All these differences can tell us a lot about the person that has been buried and archeologist and anthropologist depend on these differences. Sometimes we can gain more meaning from the burial site itself rather than the body of the human.
[bookmark: _Int_ZWPLQDY3][bookmark: _Int_ADxEkEch][bookmark: _Int_eWBTx2ob]A lot of what we know about the Vikings come from their deaths as they did not have any written records. One fact we know is that only high-ranking people in their society would have been burned in their boats, most Vikings were buried with them and everything they would need in the afterlife. However, not all people would have been buried with a boat as the living people generally needed them more so usually a ship-shaped burial mound would be made. Despite not a lot of Viking being burned in boats most were cremated, and the ashes were put in a ceremonial urn to be added to the mound. While this was a popular burial technique a lot of Vikings were buried whole, this may be in light of Vikings originating form Scandinavian cultures. In these cultures, there was a lot of belief in the afterlife, brave and good warriors would have gone to Valhalla, sailors that died at sea would go to Ran and other good Viking people would go to Hel or Falkvangr. To brave the journey into the afterlife Vikings were buried with their tools and wealth: pottery, good clothes, weapons, and transportation. People had to go through ritual sacrifice along with these burials so their gold would be buried with them as well as household goods, pets, and their favoured servant would be butchered to fit in with them. we can gain a lot about the Viking culture from how they honour their dead and what tools and gifts they bury with the deceased show what they perceived the after life to be. Viking cultures don’t have a lot of written sources so what we know of their culture and folklore comes from their remains that we find. 
[bookmark: _Hlk116549579][bookmark: _Hlk116548689][bookmark: _Int_LdP9VHXO][bookmark: _Hlk116549526][bookmark: _Int_DlVNQBxn][bookmark: _Int_ZSLgppLX]What we know of Egyptian burial practises comes some written sources and archaeological finds. Herodotus is where a lot of the written records on Egyptian burials come from. Mummification was suggested to have started around 3500 BCE by burying them in arid sand, however, there is no written record of the date. The concept of preserving the body was developed quit early on when the Egyptians had the idea of a soul. A preserved body is needed for the soul to reach the afterlife. Eternity is often what the soul is journeying too and was the common destination for any Egyptian person or child. Eternity was also known as ‘The Field of Reeds’ (Aaru) which mirrored the life of the deceased in an idealised way. What we can learn from the burial techniques of these two vastly different cultures is that their ideas on death were not as far apart as we might first perceive them. A lot of Egyptian culture can be found in their burial sites, and we can learn a lot about them as people from how they treat their dead. We know that death is important to them, and they treat the deceased with great care and send them off in quite a dramatic way. Funerals in Egyptian culture were public events and taken very seriously to ensure that the dead could reach the afterlife or eternity. Egyptians had a lot of written records, so we learnt a lot about their culture from different sources. Herodotus said that Egyptian burials were very dramatic “Hoped that the deceased would find bliss in the eternal land beyond the grave”
[bookmark: _Int_a0UkSgN8]With the Vikings they prepared their dead for the journey into the afterlife and burying the corpse with what they would need, Egyptian cultures did a similar thing with preparing the body for the journey its soul would take to the afterlife. While Egyptians would be a lot more dramatic with their funerals and make it a public thing unlike the Vikings their ideas about death and that they needed to be buried with the tools to lead the deceased to the afterlife are remarkably similar with their own cultures intertwined. While the Vikings would bury butcher human slaves with the decreased Egyptians would leave stone statues of slaves to help the deceased in the afterlife. However, it should be noted this only happened with Pharaohs. 
[bookmark: _Int_ldlS8HNS]In conclusion different burial sites can tell us the culture of the person buried there, what they believe in, as in what afterlife they believe or the religion the participated in. We can find out what was important the culture of that land based on what is the tomb, burial mound or grave. The actual skeleton can tell us a lot as well, about how the person died their sex and age of when they died. This may all seem like trivial information, but it allows archaeologist and anthropologist to put together a bigger picture of history. We can interpret and gain meaning from diverse types of burial practices over the course of history, and we will always be left with questions that we may never be able to answer. 
