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Introduction
My report takes its title Unpersoned from George Orwell’s 1984 in which the ‘Ministry of Truth’ literally erases the names of people killed by the ‘Ministry of Love’. This is reminiscent of the Pauper’s graves as by taken away their names you effectively remove their Identity and by denying their families a chance to mourn properly you deny their humanity.
For my report on the graveyard at St. Peters church, Lampeter. I wanted to focus on the paupers graves from the workhouse and the way in which the poor had their identities and humanity striped from them even after death and how the grave at St. Peters stand out from the normal mass graves utilised by most other workhouses, the stigma against a ‘Pauper’s Burial’ and how the workhouse as a system of oppressing the poor continued to oppress them after death.
Methods
I took a survey of the Lampeter Pauper graves starting from the most western paupers grave and going from left to right with two outliers labelled as row 0. The stones given to the Paupers of Lampeter were footstones made of cheap sandstone; stones of this type shall be referred to in the table below as standard. When a stone was too eroded, mouldy, or moss  covered beyond comprehension you will find it listed as UN for unreadable and if there is no evidence of any data you will find labelled below as N/A for not Applicable. Partial entries will be marked with { for a single unreadable character. As I have been unable to visit any other workhouse graves I shall have to compare those to graves from texts.
Results
	Row
	Name/Initial
	Number
	Inscription 
	Headstone Type and Condition

	0
	Anne Griffiths
	N/A
	MAW 13 1893
	Replaced with small grey stone.

	0
	J.W
	1425
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	C. {. {
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	1
	{.{.T
	{{29
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	UN
	139{
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	1
	UN
	139{
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	1
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	1
	{ B
	1405
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	T.S
	1413
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	W.O.S
	1415
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	W.J
	1417
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	J.L
	1418
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	F.C
	1419
	N/A
	Standard

	1
	H.P
	1420
	N/A
	Standard

	2
	D.D
	1377
	N/A
	Standard

	2
	T.L
	136{
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	2
	J.W
	1346
	N/A
	Standard

	2
	J.C
	1345
	N/A
	Standard

	2
	T.{
	1341
	N/A
	Standard

	2
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	2
	E.T
	N/A
	Felinr Aber
	Small Slate Replacement

	2
	S.L
	109{
	N/A
	Standard/Slanted

	2
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	2
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	3
	W.W
	159
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	J.E.F
	160
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	Unknown Male
	153
	Unknown Male
	Standard

	3
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	3
	M.H
	155
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	3
	UN
	157
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	3
	C.S
	158
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	J.F
	1310
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	C.E
	1339
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	E.D
	1338
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	G.T
	1327
	N/A
	Standard

	3
	J.G
	1317
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	E.B
	132
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	J.P
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Partially Moss Covered

	4
	J.D
	135
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	UN
	139
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	4
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	4
	UN
	133
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	4
	{.A.D
	139
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	4
	UN
	149
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	J.J
	141
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	W.?
	143
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	J.B
	145
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	H.P
	146
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	P.B
	147
	N/A
	Standard

	4
	J.P
	148
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Sunken

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Sunken

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Fallen

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Fallen

	5
	J.D
	122
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	J.W.W
	123
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	W.W
	124
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	J.P ?
	195
	N/A
	Mouldy unsure of reading accuracy

	5
	D.{
	127
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard/Mouldy

	5
	M.E
	130
	N/A
	Standard

	5
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Sunken

	5
	W.P
	UN
	N/A
	Sunken

	5
	E.{
	149
	N/A
	Sunken

	6
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Fallen

	6
	D.{
	UN
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	J.W
	77
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	O.J
	78
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	P.B
	76
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	M.D
	79
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	C.P
	89
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	Robert E{{{{{{{
	N/A
	189{ 61 years
	

	6
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	R.E
	106
	N/A
	Standard/Leaning

	6
	{.J
	109
	N/A
	Standard

	6
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	M.D
	UN
	N/A
	Sunken

	7
	T.M
	51
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	J.S
	43
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	E.D
	55
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	M.A.E
	UN
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	J.H
	UN
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	O.S
	75?
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	W.P
	69
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	{.W
	79/70
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	I.D
	71
	N/A
	Standard

	7
	Benjamin Jones
	N/A
	In 
Loving Memory 
Of
Benjamin Jones
Son of David Jones
Llancadoc
Who Died Jan 23. 1915
Aged 63 Years
Who is not gone from memory 
Not gone from love but is gone to his heavenly home above
	Replaced with a tall dark stone with engraving. 

	8
	M.J
	4
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	M.J
	5
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	Sarah William
	N/A
	ER
COF AM
Sarah William
Troedrhiw Cwarallt
Plwyf Llanllwin Ye Holl
A Fu farw Mai 23 1884 
Yn 80 oed
	Replaced Tall dark stone

	8
	C.W
	7
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	J.G.P
	18
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	{.D
	14
	N/A
	Standard/leaning/mossy 

	8
	J.S
	15
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	J.F
	19
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	J.D
	20
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	J.T
	21
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	E.J
	33
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	C.M
	28
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	UN
	UN
	N/A
	Fallen dark stone with lintal 

	8
	Gwraig John Jenkins 
	N/A
	ER
Esther
Gwraig John Jenkins
Or dref hon.
A Merch Daine Ac Elizabeth Druie
Quarr A Llanarch
EU Farw Hyl.S.1894 Yn 44 oed
	Replaced Tall stone

	8
	M.D
	161
	N/A
	Standard

	8
	H.D & M.A.D
	N/A
	N/A
	Small dark stone lying before another stone

	9
	A.M
	60
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	W.W
	31
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	M.E
	30
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	M.P
	32
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	E.M
	37
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	J.M
	40
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	R.J  M.A.J
	42 114
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	R.P
	47
	N/A
	Standard

	9
	W.M
	49
	N/A
	Larger Headstone

	9
	J.W
	50
	N/A
	Standard



In the Graveyard
The papers I have read
Discussion
The Paupers life was a hard one. Once you had been sent to a workhouse you owed them bed and board and would never be able to work it off while in the workhouse as the work given did not pay enough to cover bread and bored. Most once sent to the workhouse died unless bailed out by an acquaintance outside. You were essentially an indentured servant bound for life for no purpose other than to keep you from making yourself a nuisance. 
Before the mid-18th century there was little stigma to being buried as a pauper as with so strict a class structure no status was placed on the funeral. But with the formation of the merchant class some more importance was placed on the funeral as way to state your worth as a person and ‘to be buried on the parish’ became a lifetime stigma on the bereaved family.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  J.M. Strange Only a pauper who nobody owns] 

The people of Lampeter objected to the common practice of burying the poor dead in communal graves and allowed their dead paupers the dignity of there own graves. That they forced this change demonstrates how important people then felt it was for the dead to receive a proper burial and the development of a social conscience. It demonstrates by contrast the callous disregard for the poor displayed by the poor law unions in purposeful attempt to cut the cost of welfare as most poor boards buried their dead ‘Three Coffins wide and twelve deep they were stacked’ with no stone and often no allowance of even a coffin plate[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  T. Laqueur Bodies, Death, and Pauper Funerals] 

The poor were shown such contempt by those in power that those in the workhouse were equated with criminals of the worst kind with “The passage of Anatomy Act in 1832 authorized the use of unclaimed pauper corpses for anatomical study, a fate previously reserved for hanged felons”[footnoteRef:4]. This more so than any other piece of evidence demonstrates a will to strip not only the Identity of the poor but in taking their bodies as well denies they even existed. [4:  J.M. Strange Only a pauper who nobody owns] 

Four of the headstones were replaced and of those however simple or fancy the new stone all have the full names of those interred below with no mention of their workhouse number. With three have the name of the town they lived in on the headstone. By this we can see that it was clearly important that when they replaced the stone that they distance their family member from the workhouse.

Conclusion
In this report I hope I have shown clearly the contempt those with money showed for the poor and that there attempts to rob the poor of their humanity continued even to the grave leaving those who could not afford to be reburied or have their headstone replaced lost to the world and relegated to nothing more than a name on a list in the parish books.
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