
What are the Challenges and Opportunities for Students in the Digital Era, and How Can They 

Adapt to Succeed? 

 Component 1: Research Planning 

For this essay, it is essential to identify a research paper (in this case, an article which investigates and 

examines the challenges and opportunities of the digital era to students). The article selected for this 

essay was written by Dadang Mulyana, an author and researcher affiliated with Pasundan University in 

Indonesia. Dadang's articles focus on the benefits of the digital era for improving students' learning and 

motivation in education. The article “Educational Management Innovation: Challenges and 

Opportunities in the Digital Era” was published in 2023.  

In this article, the author argues that, although there are challenges for students in the digital age, the 

opportunities outweigh the challenges, thereby concluding that the digital age offers positive 

opportunities for students and education (Mulyana, 2023). In their research, the authors focus on the 

benefits of adopting digital tools, such as learning management systems, to increase learning efficiency.   

The essay argues that, given its aim of understanding the challenges and opportunities of the digital era 

for students, it is vital to use a valid, verifiable source that offer sensible well-balanced evidence. The 

chosen articles will assist the essay in forming a valid conclusion and understanding, through the 

evidence (data), the challenges and opportunities of the digital era.  

Key Challenges Students Face 

 One Key Challenge Affecting Students 

There are many challenges that affect student learning in the digital age. This Idea is supported by 

Mulyana, who eloquently identifies and systematically explains those challenges. However, he insists 

that factors like human resources (i.e., teachers) are a key challenge for students.   The articles suggests 

that poorly trained teachers, with a lack of knowledge and technological skills, stunt the successful 

integration of technology into the classroom and, in turn, students' ability to benefit fully from its 

application (Mulyana, 2023). For example, a teacher who is not skilled in new technology will struggle 

to integrate it into the classroom. The challenge explained here is important because improving teachers’ 

skills will put them in a better position to respond to the rapid growth of technology in the digital age. 

Hence, the student will, in turn, benefit from technology in learning.  

Key Opportunity Students Face  

One Key Opportunity Affecting Students 

With its focus on the benefits of the learning tool, the authors note that the Learning Management 

System (LMS) offers students opportunities for learning.  According to the author, the tools can increase 

learning efficiency (Mulyana, 2023). For example, it allows the student to access learning materials 

from different locations, which increases the agility and flexibility needed for learning. In addition, as 

the tool centralises learning, it can enable students to interact in real time with the teacher, providing a 

digital environment that makes learning enjoyable and improves learning results.  

When compared with traditional learning, which is usually fixed and affected by the distance between 

the student and the teacher, this opportunity is valuable because the student-teacher relationship can 

give the student confidence to approach the teacher when in difficulty. Indeed, such a relationship 

contributes to a positive learning outcome for the student (Mulyana, 2023).  

 

Planning Your Report  



Which aspect will you focus on more? 

When composing the second component of this essay, I hope to focus on both the challenges and 

opportunities. This approach will assist the essay in producing a balanced argument, grounded in 

examination, that offers a differing view of the two factors. The approach is vital as it offers the reader 

an in-depth but clear understanding of the subject under investigation.   

Are there any examples or digital tools you already plan to include? 

For this essay, I hope to examine the challenges and opportunities of the learning Management system 

for the students.  

 How will you structure your report?  

The essay will be structured as follows:  

Introduction 

• Definition of the digital era in education 

• Challenges  

• Opportunity  

• Results  

• Conclusion 

• Reference list   

 

 

 



Essay Component 2: “What are the Challenges and Opportunities for Students in the Digital 

Era, and How Can They Adapt to Succeed?” 

                                                   Introduction 

The essay argues that the latest technological innovation is ready to offer students progressive 

opportunities. However, the unprecedented advances in technology have changed the educational 

system and thus affect students’ behaviour. Whilst the negative impact of technology contributes to 

some challenges students face, the paper suggests that the successful adaptation of technology may 

provide a means to address these challenges in the digital era. Indeed, this essay aims to analyse the 

impact of technology on students' ability to succeed in the digital era. Furthermore, the paper seeks to 

examine some key challenges that impact students' learning in the digital era.  As the paper maintains a 

positive impact of technology, it is equally vital to explore the opportunities posed by the digital era in 

advancing successful education for students.   

 

Definition of Digital Era 

Understanding the role and impact of technology requires examination of the term digital era. The term 

is defined by Manichander (2023) as the current state of social change, this is characterised by the 

widespread use of digital technologies such as the internet and computers, which he argues play a 

fundamental role in the exchange of information. In addition, the term digital era can be defined as the 

role played by digital technology in communication and access to information. In the educational 

context, one can argue that the digital era has improved education and learning outcomes.  

 

Challenges Facing Students  

The challenge in the digital era is affected by several factors; these include the application of digital 

technology in classrooms. The successful implementation of digital technology in the classroom lays 

the foundation for the effective and efficient application of technology in education (Raja and Jose, 

2025). Although schools, colleges and universities may have the infrastructure such as internet and 

computers, to apply technology in the classroom, it is however, essential to ensure that the integration 

of technology into education is satisfactory, the paper argues that integrating technology tailored into 

the curriculum ensures that students are provided with the knowledge and the know-how to use 

technology.  

Furthermore, issues such as access to technology may hinder the student’s ability to benefit from digital 

technology. For example, as the UK is currently experiencing high living costs, this can affect students' 

ability to purchase computers, which are needed to access digital technology. Difficulties in paying for 

internet access poses a challenge for students to adopt technology in the digital era.    

The issue under observation is not limited to the application and cost of living in the UK; inadequate 

teacher training and skills can also pose a challenge for students. In Mulyana's article, the author states 

that “the success of this implementation really depends on the teacher's ability to use technology 

effectively in the teaching process” (Mulyana, 2023). Here, the essay draws on Mulyana’s statement, 

maintaining that teacher training is vital in education; however, it is not limited to the mastery of digital 

technology, but also to the successful integration of digital technology in education for positive student 

outcomes.  

 

Opportunities from Using Digital Technology 



The digital era offers students various opportunities that can increase efficiency, improve the quality of 

education, and enhance the entire educational process. For instance, implementing a Learning 

Management System (LMS) enables the institution to centralise education management. The use of 

LMS in education provides students with the flexibility to access learning materials without limits. 

Moreover, it allows the student to access information from any location, so they are not confined to the 

classroom. The system enables the student to track educational progress, which facilitates a greater 

monitoring of individual learning achievement and outcomes (Raja and Jose, 2025).  

Contrary to the above analysis, the use of virtual reality tools in education has recently opened the door 

to interactive learning. Indeed, the application of this tool enhances an immersive educational process, 

creating a virtual environment that allows students to explore concepts that are limited in traditional 

learning. Mulyana states, “through the use of VR headsets or AR devices, students can experience real-

world stimulations or view additional information superimposed on objects around them” (Mulyana, 

2023). Although this process increases learning enjoyment, which is crucial for improving educational 

outcomes, the paper finds that VR can increase student engagement in education and enable a successful 

adaptation of digital technology to improve academic outcomes.    

 

Conclusion  

The analysis in the paper has led to the understanding that there are challenges and opportunities in 

using digital technology. However, it is evident that digital transformation in learning can produce 

positive learning outcomes, encouraging success in learning. In this essay, the paper has provided a 

definition of the term digital era; moreover, the essay has examined some of the challenges facing 

students in the digital era. While these challenges pose a disadvantage for learning, it is evident that the 

opportunity offered by employing digital technology in education can also enhance successful outcomes 

when students adopt it in learning.  
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