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INTRODUCTION.

The Welsh Not

(Welsh Note, Welsh Stick, Welsh Lead or Cwstom) 
was an item used in Welsh schools in the 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries to stigmatise and punish 
children using the Welsh language.

• BBC Welsh Not

BBC Bitesize. 2020. Use Of The 'Welsh Not' - KS3 History [Accessed 1 November 

2020].

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zf4vr82


THE BLUE BOOKS

• " It was at this time that ordinary 

Welsh people began to believe 

that they could only improve 

themselves socially through 

education and the ability to speak 

and communicate in English".
Library.wales. 2020. The Blue Books Of 1847 | The National Library Of Wales.



ATTITUDES TO THE WELSH LANGUAGE.

• The attitude towards the Welsh 
language in England was hostile.

• A flood of anti-Welsh pamphlets 
were printed in the 17th century, 
such as Wallography by William 
Richards (1682), which wishes the 
speedy demise of the Welsh 
language.

Gov.wales. 2020. [online] Available at: 
<https://gov.wales/site [Accessed 1 November 2020].



THE USE OF THE "WELSH NOT" APPEARS TO 
HAVE DECREASED WITH THE INTRODUCTION 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.IN THE LATER 
DECADES OF THE 19TH CENTURY.

AFTER THE SCHOOL BOARDS WERE 
ABSORBED BY THE COUNTY 

FOLLOWING THE LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ACT 1888, INSTRUCTION IN 
WELSH BECAME THE NORM IN PRIMARY 

IN WELSH-SPEAKING AREAS. 
BBC Bitesize. 2020. Use Of The 'Welsh Not' - KS3 

[Accessed 1 November 2020].



THE WELSH 
EDUCATION PLAN



IT IS AN EXCITING PERIOD 
FOR EDUCATION IN WALES, 
AND THAT WE CAN 
ENSURE THAT THE WELSH 
LANGUAGE IS CENTRAL TO 
OUR AMBITIOUS AND 
ESSENTIAL REFORMS

Cosslett, R., 2020. Cymru Am Byth!* – How Speaking Welsh Became 
Cool. [Accessed 1 November 2020].



WELSH TODAY

• The Donaldson report suggests:

• everyone should learn Welsh up to age 16

• there should be a focus in schools on learning Welsh to 

communicate, in conversation and understanding

• the Welsh Government should make Welsh language 

qualifications at 16 focus on speaking and listening and using 

Welsh in the workplace.
Gov.wales. 2020. [online] Available at: [Accessed 1 
November 2020].
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