Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research, and examples of excellent practice.
It is no doubt that professional teachers play a vital role in children’s development. Apart from parents/guardians and close friends and relatives, professional teachers are consistently in children’s lives, when in the context of education. University of the People (2023) provides an excellent perspective of how important teachers are in a student’s life, stating:
[bookmark: _Int_lkDt0k75][bookmark: _Int_SPIzaF04][bookmark: _Int_dN8uo6uc]“Teachers provide the power of education to today's youth, thereby giving them the possibility for a better future. Teachers simplify the complex, and make abstract concepts accessible to students. Teachers also expose children to ideas and topics that they might otherwise not have come into contact with.”
(University of the People, 2023)
[bookmark: _Int_RjR76fHC]This is a perfectly accurate perspective on the importance of professional teachers, because they provide the knowledge and skills necessary for children to reach their full potential by the time they reach adulthood. However, it is not always that simple. Certain children will find it difficult to understand and get a grasp of what they need to learn and develop by the time they reach their teenage years, into adulthood; and Ella is our prime example of this behavior. 
[bookmark: _Int_80UqA4QL][bookmark: _Int_jvzJS6h8][bookmark: _Int_vGVzvoFZ]In Ella’s pupil profile, it is stated that she struggles with following classroom routines and does not show an understanding of the instructions she is given. To help Ella develop from this, the teacher would find it immensely helpful to touch on these issues with a holistic approach. Through helping Ella with a holistic approach, the teacher will better understand Ella’s mental, emotional, social, and academic needs. There are many benefits towards using a holistic approach in education that will help Ella with her child development. American University (2020) gives a few key reasons as to why holistic education is vital in children’s development. These benefits stretch from improving academic achievement to a reduced impact of inequities. 
When it comes to Ella’s child development, there are many aspects that need to be analyzed. However, for this assignment, I will focus on the emotional, cognitive, and social aspects of Ella’s child development. Beginning with Ella’s cognitive development and by following her pupil profile, it is said under the title “Knowledge and Understanding of the World,” that Ella is perfectly capable of naming some simple objects, an example of this being the word “doggy.” If we were to put this progress into Piaget’s theory of stages of logical development (1936), Ella would currently be developing from “The Sensorimotor stage.” There are four total stages of cognitive development in Piaget’s theory: Sensorimotor, Preoperational, Concrete Operational, and finally, Formal Operational. These stages range from the ages of 0–2-year-olds, to ages 11 and older. Matt Jarvis explains these stages perfectly in his book ‘The psychology of effective learning and teaching.’ He explains the Sensorimotor stage as:
[bookmark: _Int_4kuY9TQ8]“The sensorimotor stage lasts for approximately the first two years of life... By the end of the sensorimotor stage, the infant is aware of other people as separate beings, has a grasp of language and can think using symbols such as words.”
[bookmark: _Int_8isSxLAF](Jarvis, 2005, p. 21)
[bookmark: _Int_B9VmF6qG]Unfortunately, according to Piaget’s theory, this means that Ella is falling behind her stage of development. The sensorimotor stage is usually where children ages 0-2 are. So, since Ella is only four years old, it is evident that Ella is not currently on-level with her cognitive development. However, she is making excellent progress to reach the Preoperational stage in her cognitive development; which is where Ella is currently meant to be. This is something I believe Ella’s teacher should clarify more to assure Ella, so that she may be motivated to work harder to obtain greater progress. 
[bookmark: _Int_IXE5dRR6]Through bridging experiences, I was able to observe how teachers reward children through their hard work and development. Teachers were seen handing out stickers to children who answered questions correctly and to children who actively help around the classroom by cleaning up and helping others. This is also a theory discovered by B.F Skinner called ‘Operant conditioning’ (1938), or more commonly known as ‘shaping.’ I believe this would be beneficial for Ella’s cognitive development, along with her social and emotional development. Operate conditioning works in a simple manner, although seeing any progress will take some time and patience. Within Skinner’s ‘Operant conditioning,’ there is a technique called ‘Reinforcement and Punishment.’ A company named OpenStaxCollege explains ‘Reinforcement and Punishment’ at first through a graph, simplifying the process. They state beforehand that:
[bookmark: _Int_XT5pBvFT][bookmark: _Int_W34uen2P]“In operant conditioning, positive and negative do not mean good and bad. Instead, positive means you are adding something, and negative means you are taking something away. Reinforcement means you are increasing a behavior, and punishment means you are decreasing a behavior. Reinforcement can be positive or negative, and punishment can also be positive or negative.”
(OpenStaxCollege, 2014) 
[bookmark: _Int_fiNOdrVH][bookmark: _Int_q0Nyxajo]If Ella’s teacher were to attempt at this theory, it may lead to greater progress with her cognitive development. However, there is a chance that this style of teaching may not work, as it does have its cons alongside its pros. In putting this theory into practice, it may lead to Ella having a tantrum and then, in turn, it could disrupt the whole lesson. If I were Ella’s teacher, I would try this theory out little by little. For example, during Ella’s creative development, it is said that she does not join in with singing and she will instead bang on musical instruments during singing time. Therefore, I would use punishment by, at first, giving Ella a warning about how she will be punished if she continues with her behavior. Then, if that behavior continues, I would add punishment by deducting five minutes of her break time. However, if the behavior stops after the warning and she even starts singing along with the rest of the class, I would add reinforcement by giving her, as well as the rest of the class who sang, a sticker and words of affirmation. That way, Ella understands what to do and what not to do, and then hopefully that will start weaving in with the rest of her development.

  


