Report 
Numismatics in the Rhine area 

During the late iron age societies in the rhine area formed the northern border of the La Tene culture.[footnoteRef:1]  Fernandez-Gotz and Roymans state that in the Middle Rhine area the main sanctuaries appear to be located within fortified settlements, whereas in the Lower Rhine area cult centres and fortified settlements are not linked.[footnoteRef:2] Archaeological finds of coinage in these areas began to appear in the 1980’s and there has been a steady surge in discoveries of these artefacts since that time.[footnoteRef:3] A focus point for these developments is the distribution and attribution of the coins to specific tribes during the 2nd century BC.[footnoteRef:4] These coins have made a large contribution to our understanding of Iron Age societies and the ‘Celtic’ assimilation into the Roman Empire.[footnoteRef:5]  [1:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.5]  [2:  Fernandez-Gotz and Roymans, 2015, p.18]  [3:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.5]  [4:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.5]  [5:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.5] 

One of the main focus of research into Iron Age societies in the Rhine region is the social changes that occurred.[footnoteRef:6] The archaeological evidence shows that social changes can be characterised by large fortified settlements becoming more popular and a vastly increasing use of coinage, which are typically associated with the La Tene culture.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  Roymans, 2007, p.478]  [7:  Roymans, 2007, p.478] 


In the lower rhine region of mainland Europe there are multiple ‘Celtic’ sites that contain large amounts of archaeological evidence of coinage.[footnoteRef:8] Research into coinage in the Rhineland has been orientated towards gaining a broader understanding of “social phenomena, systems of exchange, ritual behaviour, the socio-political organization of groups and how this changed over time”.[footnoteRef:9] It has been suggested by Roymans that it was not essential for the ‘Celts’ to have currency until its assimilation with the Roman Empire as before this they used alternative means such as a barter system.[footnoteRef:10] As trade and communication became more extensive the barter system was no longer feasible and had to be exchanged for the use of currency. [8:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.5]  [9:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6]  [10:  Roymans, 1996, p.47] 


Coinage found in the Rhine region first appeared in in the 4th Century BC and was heavily influenced by those from the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:11]  The first Rhine coinage found were copies of Greek-Hellenistic coins.[footnoteRef:12] Roymans and Aarts have determined that these coins quickly appeared with their own iconography through the 2nd Century BC that was unlike those imported from the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:13] This indicates that the ‘Celtic’ peoples accepted this new form of exchange and wanted to make it their own. [11:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6]  [12:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6]  [13:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6] 


The earliest ‘Celtic’ style coins found in the Lower Rhine date to the 2nd Century BC.[footnoteRef:14] A number of gold staters were found with a “male head on the obverse and a winged horse on the reverse”.[footnoteRef:15] Coins from the 2nd Century BC illustrating a Pegasus are believed to have originated from the Middle Rhine.[footnoteRef:16] The Data collected on coins found in the Lower Rhine indicate that the development of ‘Celtic’ coinage also began in the 2nd Century BC with imported gold coinage from areas closer to the Mediterranean which was then developed into a distinctive style of coinage.[footnoteRef:17] The earliest evidence of ‘Celtic’ coins minted using inexpensive metals rather than silver and gold appears in the Lower Rhine region during the Augustan period which coincides with an increasing number of Roman camps being constructed along the river Rhine.[footnoteRef:18]  [14:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.10]  [15:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.10]  [16:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.10]  [17:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.19]  [18:  Roymans, 2007, p.479] 

The chronology of coinage found in the Lower Rhine has been difficult to establish as unless coins are found in hoards they are typically isolated finds which means there is not enough evidence to assert a definitive date.[footnoteRef:19] Coins have been dated using their weight and their metal composition as well as a comparison against Augustan coins found at Roman camps in the Rhineland.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  Grunewald and Schalles, 2001, p.105]  [20:  Grunewald and Schalles, 2001, p.105] 


The distribution of ‘Celtic’ coinage across Europe has been investigated with the aim of uncovering distribution patterns.[footnoteRef:21] Using the data collected during these investigations’ archaeologists have been able to create distribution maps.[footnoteRef:22]  These distribution maps allow the archaeologists to interpret socio-economic organization across various areas within mainland Europe.[footnoteRef:23] Interpretations of these distribution maps have been used to highlight specific places such as Roman camps, oppida and cult places across regions such as the Rhineland.[footnoteRef:24] In German Rhineland fifty eight coins have been found; of those, eleven of the coins that were found suggest a Roman settlement, two coins have indicated a possible cult place and three of the coins allude to a oppidum or hillfort.[footnoteRef:25] The distribution patterns emphasise the regional differences between the ‘Celtic’ peoples in the Rhineland during 3rd – 2nd Century BC.[footnoteRef:26] Distribution patterns have also established that ‘Celtic’ settlements in the Lower Rhine region were far more complex than originally thought.[footnoteRef:27] The complexity of these settlements increased as the institution of social hierarchies changed.  As tribes grew in size there was a need for a more organised chain of command, which in turn led to the development of a class system.  [21:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6]  [22:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.6]  [23:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.9]  [24:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.9]  [25:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.10]  [26:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.19]  [27:  Roymans, 2007, p.482] 

Roymans and Aarts have suggested further avenues of researching into Celtic numismatics such as the reasons behind the large quantities of low value coins that were minted and if the implementation of coinage was part of a new ‘Celtic’ society.[footnoteRef:28] It is plausible that this ‘new Celtic society’ appeared alongside expansions of the Roman empire. Roymans argues that the increasing usage of coinage linked sanctuaries with warfare as well as an evolution to more complex societies.[footnoteRef:29]  There is literary evidence of these more complex societies from Caesars commentaries, in which he records the battles that he was defeated in and describes the tribes in the Lower Rhine region that triumphed over the Romans, Roymans implied that these tribes still had the capacity to organise vast amounts of man power in times of crisis, which led to their victories.[footnoteRef:30]  [28:  Roymans and Aarts, 2009, p.20]  [29:  Roymans, 2007, p.486]  [30:  Roymans, 2007, p.486] 


In conclusion the coinage from the Lower Rhine region was influenced by both Greece and Rome during 3rd – 1st Cenmtury BC. Originally the Lower Rhine was influenced by Greek-Hellenic coinage in the 3rd Century BC that was imported. During the 2nd Century BC as the ‘Celtic’ peoples adopted coinage over the system of barter the coinage was adapted into its own distinctive regional style.  As the Roman Empire expanded into the Lower Rhine it brought its own coinage which influenced the appearance and metallic configuration of Lower Rhine coinage. 
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