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Dating Exercise
This essay will set out to give the modern equivalent for the medieval date given in range of documents and provide an explanation of the methodology for those calculations supported by bibliographical details of sources used.
“Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering”.
In order to begin to establish the modern date of the above source it was first necessary to discover the date of the 8th regnal year of King Richard II. This was done using an online search engine which established his regnal year as 1384/5. However, regnal years are not as straightforward as they may appear and often begin on the date of the monarch’s succession. Therefore, following consultation of the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography entry for Richard II, his succession is given as 22 June 1377, meaning that his regnal years will commence on that date and finish on the 21 June of the following year.[footnoteRef:1] The next stage in the process was discovering the date for “the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. As this event always occurs on the 15 August it was important to establish which date this fell on. Having established the start date of regnal year of Richard II it could be concluded that the year of the source was 1384. Following further online research, the date of the Assumption in 1384 fell on Monday  15 August, making the Thursday after the 18th. Therefore, the modern date for the above source is Thursday 18 August 1384. [1:  Anthony Tuck, Richard II, 2009 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23499?print=pdf> [Accessed 7 November 2020].] 

“Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate”.

For the second source, the first stage in the process was to establish the date of the first year of the pontificate of Bishop Anian of St Asaph. Unfamiliar with the location of the diocese of St Asaph, a search revealed its location was in Wales. Using this information it was possible to consult an online version of the Handbook of British chronology by the Royal Historical Society.[footnoteRef:2] There were two Bishop Anian’s listed for the thirteenth century but the predecessors listed in the source matched with Bishop Anian I, who was consecrated on 21 October 1249. The next to reveal was the feast day of St Mary Magdalene which is the 22 July. By consulting the calendar year for 1250m the July following the consecration of Bishop Anian I, a date of Saturday 23 July. Based on these calculations, the modern date of the second source is Saturday 23 July 1250. [2:  E.B. Fryde and F.M. Powicke, Handbook of British Chronology (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986) < https://archive.org/details/handbookofbritis0000unse> [Accessed 7 November 2020].] 


“Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]”.

Given that there were three medieval kings named Edward the first step to establishing the modern date of source three was to pinpoint the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene. Downham, or Downham Market as is known today is located in the Fens, not far from the city of Ely. Through consultation of the Handbook of British chronology, John Ketton became Bishop of Ely on 6 September 1310.[footnoteRef:3] This year coincides with the fourth year of the reign of Edward II. The calculation for Ash Wednesday is a complicated one and falls 46 days or 6 weeks before Easter, the date of which changes every year. In 1311 Easter fell on April 11 and working back from this date, Ash Wednesday was on 24 February. This gives the modern date of the source as Thursday 25 February 1311. [3:  E. B. Fryde and F.M. Powicke,Handbook of British Chronology (London: Royal Historical Society, 1986) < https://archive.org/details/handbookofbritis0000unse> [Accessed 7 November 2020].] 


“Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock”.

The final source was the most difficult to date and an exact date was not achievable at this time. It is possible, however, to narrow down the date. With only the name of the king as a starting point and the fact that there were three medieval kings of the same name, it required deeper research using other methods. Initial searches for Humphrey de Bohun and William d’Aubigny drew connections with Henry II. It materialized that the popularity of passing down the father’s first name to the first born son complicated the process of deduction. Further research into Geoffrey Ridel revealed that he had perished in the White Ship disaster of 25 November 1120, in which Henry I’s eldest son, William Athelin, also died.[footnoteRef:4] This tied the source to Henry I and the biography entry for Geoffrey Ridel stated that “his daughter married Richard Basset, who succeeded to his lands”.[footnoteRef:5] Having established an approximate date of sometime after 25 November 1120, following a search into the marriage of Richard Basset and Matilda Ridel, an article by David Carpenter was traced providing a detailed account of questionable origins of the source.[footnoteRef:6] Based on this article, if one is to agree with Carpenter, the approximate modern date of the source, if it was not a forgery, is sometime between January 1121 and 10 June 1123.[footnoteRef:7] [4:  Judith A. Green, Ridel, Geoffrey, 2008 <https://www.oxforddnb.com/view/10.1093/ref:odnb/9780198614128.001.0001/odnb-9780198614128-e-23617?print=pdf> [Accessed 7 November 2020].]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  David Carpenter, The marriage of Richard Basset: an undetected forgery in the name of Henry I*, Historical Research, vol. 91, no. 252 (May 2018) <file:///C:/Users/clive/OneDrive/Documents/MA%20Medieval%20Studies/The%20Cistercian%20World/Skills%20for%20Medievalists/Assessment%203/Carpenter.pdf> [Accessed 7 November 2020]. ]  [7:  Ibid.] 
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