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The representation and interpretation of Bleaenavon World Heritage Centre.

Introduction.
	This paper examines the representation and interpretation of the Bleanavon world heritage site, an iconic example of the industrial revolution and last remaining and preserved “deep pit” coal mine and ironworks, located in the Breacon Beacons, south-West Wales. Achieving world heritage site status in the millennial year of 2000, the United Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), declared the Blaenavon site worthy of the status, due to its testimonial of political forces which drove the revolution of industrialisation during the nineteenth century (Blaeneravon world heritage centre, 2019). The historical authenticity enables the site to be assessed and evaluated, not only for its historical past, but its current value in professionalising the British iron and coal industry, hence enabling this research to explore the representation and interpretation of the Blaenavon world heritage centre. Steeped within the history of Blaenavon and the British industrial revolution, is the history of the miners and welsh folk who lived on the landscape. The Welsh heritage of the working-class, amalgamated with the British industrial revolution, forms a rich account of heritage, due to the social action generated around political events during the Era of Margaret Thatcher (Stainslaw et al, 1998).
 The relationship between heritage and wider political issues surrounding the institution of the iron and coal industry is abundant with critical opportunities. Thatcherism, unionism, capitalism, privatisation of the pits, strikes, pickets and site closures due to Conservative policies, form a collective memory due to immense social and political actions. Therefore, the heritage of Blaenavon presents a myriad of ways in which it has remained an iconic site, representing the past with an authenticity that creates nostalgia, despite the ending of the pits and its industry. Interpretation of the site enables the identity of an industry, lifestyle and political events to remain relevant, drawing the distant past into the near past, whilst remaining highly relevant in current times. Representation and interpretation therefore creating the ability to enter the present moment with ease, enabling the commodification of heritage to be engage with the present community and economy. This is evident in very recent events of commodifying the site for economic development. China has declared an interest in using the site as a farming greenhouse, harvesting crops in the deep underground chambers and seams of the pit. Ideas are presently posed to convert the use of Blaenavon site, whilst the land trust, coal board authority and U.K. Government show their support (BBC News, 2019). However, the contestable issue of heritage preservation, representation and interpretation is arguable. For converting the site in the name of commodification and economic development, alters the collective memories and social actions of heritage. It can be questioned therefore whether World heritage site status would no longer apply, due to the possible paradigm shift in collective memories fading as a result of new social actions being made.
Literature review and rationale.
	This research has been conducted using qualitative, secondary sources of literature regarding the heritage of the Blaenavon site and the history of the British industrial revolution era, scoping the past six decades in order to articulate a timeline of events applying to the use of the mining site before and after achieving world heritage site status (Bell, 2010).  The rationale for conducting this research lies predominantly in the proposition of commodifying the site for economic development as previously mentioned. The paper therefore justifies the examines the past and present perspectives of the coal and iron site in relation to its representation and interpretation of heritage (Hennink et al, 2011), with the rationale being to formulate and critically present how the impact of change will alter the collective memory of the Blaenavon’s heritage. 

Defining a world heritage site.
	Broadly defined, heritage is an object, place, practice or location that is of historical, social and cultural importance. An artefact, building or location of heritage is definable as “precious” and therefore a worth is placed upon it to preserve and conserve its meaning, memory and value, thus enabling people in contemporary times to tangibly and intangibly experience that the past created for the present day and future (Harrison, 2010). A world Heritage site however, is placed upon historic buildings and locations within culture and nature, as a result of the testimonial of political factors attributed to them, thereby authenticating the past by preserving it in the present day, thus creating a high value of worth and importance to the representation and interpretation of the site (Davison, 2008. In West & Ansell, 2010). In the case of Blaenavon, receiving world heritage site status from UNESCO in the year 2000 testified that the former ironworks and deep coal pit was of substantial value, due to its representation of Welsh heritage, the British industrial revolution, within the British and global economy (Blaeneravon world heritage centre, 2019).
Davison, 2008 states that
“A leading goal of the international movement expressed in such bodies as UNESCO, ICOMOS and the Australian Heritage Commission, has been to objectify, professionalise and systematise the process of heritage assessment and evaluation” (Davison, 2008: 36. In West and Ansell. 2010:7).
Hence the value of the site is deemed worthy via the process of representation and interpretation. However, Smith, 2006 argues that heritage is non-existent and non-defining, as a result of objects and cultures not having an inherent value that is easily discovered. Venturing further in his theory, Smith claims that the worth of the heritage has been attached to the object, building or location, by people, for a specific reason, which therefore is not innate (Smith, 2006). Whilst this is plausible due to the nature of humanity to form a relationship with an object’s representation, finding value within their own interpretation of that representation, it fails to support the sole theory presented by Smith, that without that attachment being formed, the value would cease to exist. The interpretation of a building or location per say, is due to the memory evoked by events, social and political actions. The theorist Lowenthal supports this analysis, having expanded the theory within his language to extend the definition of heritage phenomenologically. Theorising that heritage is evoking, it no longer remains in the distant past but becomes a recent past, a past that becomes almost present (Lowenthal, 1998). This theory still resonates strongly, especially in the case of Blaenavon, due to the strength of collective memories amongst the Welsh and British citizens, due to the massive social action of industrialisation and the hardships attached to the miners during the Conservative era of privatisation, flying pickets, pit closures and unemployment. The site evokes not only the memories of the economic site, but additionally the working and private lives of the people and culture living on the landscape. Therefore, Smiths theory is challengeable, as authenticity of a site and its collective memory compels people to relive the past experiences, thereby authenticating feelings (Jones, 2009) and create nostalgia- arousal (Walsh, 1992), due to people’s natural interest into the past.
	“this natural interest in the past should however be used as a kind of preface to a more critical engagement with the past and its links with, or contingency on, the present” (Walsh, 1992. P. 99).
The politics of the past.
	There are numerous reasons as to why the politics of the past heavily influence the representation and interpretation of the Blaeneravon deep pit mine. During the era of the 1830, the industrial revolution was born. It proved to be a historical point of significant social, political, technological, industrial and cultural transformation. The global economy, previously supported by the lay-man and manual labour workers, revolutionised into a labour force supported by machinery and a manufacturing industry. Britain led the way, pioneering the movement, which later expanded globally. Improvements in machinery, especially in the iron making process, enabled faster production and increased volumes of advanced iron. The use of steam power replaced the use of horses and water, used to work the pits, enabling the site to be powered and the ability to mine deeper for or coal and iron extraction (Wilde, 2018). To this day, the Blaeneravon site industrial machinery is preserved, the image of the machinery visually represents the industrial revolution era, due to the authenticity of the site’s intact ironworks, blast furnace, kilns, and deep pit lift (Blaeneravon world heritage centre, 2019). However, due to technological advances within the industry, mining injuries were common, and their protection was minimal, due to the volatile nature and methods of mining. Physical injuries from machinery and collapsing mines, lung conditions and premature death were common amongst the mining community. The U.K. Government slowly reformed policies, implementing, under the Labour Government a union of protection for minors and their representation within parliament (Wilde, 2018).
	In the 1970’s, Margaret Thatcher took office in Government, leading the Conservative party, it was to be an era of great political and social change, which greatly impacted on the mining industry. Policies under Thatcherism were underpinned by philosophies of capitalism and neoliberalism, with policies implementing the drive to change the economic status of Britain, which despite the economic advancement of the industrial revolution, remained economically instable due to the affects of the great depression (Watkins, 2019). Neoliberal policies rolled out drastic political reformations which impacted not only the mining industry but the miner communities. The main reformations affecting the coal and iron industries were union reforms and privatisation of the mining sites. Labour union reforms restricted trade union leaders, thereby removing protection from the minors, previously granted by Labour, whilst neoliberal policies of privatisation, sourcing out the mining industry to private investors, which in turn destabilised the security of the industry (Stainslaw et al, 1998). The ramifications of these political reforms greatly impacted the miners and the industry, due to the nature of privatisation being
	“more than simply a symptom or indicator of the implementation of neoliberal economic theory into policy. It is perhaps, more compelling, a very local phenomenon tied to a space- claiming techniques practiced by a community of daily users” (Breglia, 2006).
The comments of Breglia support the events which followed. The representation of policies towards the mining industry informed the minors quite clearly on the interpretation of policy. Phenomenologically, the feelings of authenticity are personal connections relating to one’s life, and as Breglia states, the daily cultural practices of a community. Therefore, no interpretation or clarification of the Conservative policies was needed. Social and political unrest ensued, with protests, miner strikes and flying pickets. Nevertheless, despite the social action against the neoliberal policies, the ramifications became dire, with coal and iron pit closures across the country, greatly affecting the Welsh communities and culture, who largely depended on the mining industry. As a result of massive action, such as policy implementation, outcomes of political unrest and change, lifestyles, communities, industries and lived experiences change. The closure of Blaeneravon pit changed the present industry of coal and iron mining, to the historical past. 

Representation and interpretation of the past, in present times.
Preservation, conservation and tourism.
	The viewers gaze is of great importance not only for the tourist industry but for the preservation and conservation of the heritage site, for the tourists gaze upon the representation of the Blaeneravon, how it presents itself as a landscape of heritage, and by that means, how it is interpreted and authenticated by the viewer (Jones, 2009). Heritage is a form of culture, represented to the public as a cultural practice of a time gone by in British history. It evokes questions such as where does it come from? How did it produce iron? What was the relationship between the miners and the industry? These questions have been previously addressed throughout the research, therefore the representation of the site remains, not only in the physical remains of the buildings and landscapes, but the nostalgia of the area and era, hence drawing once more upon the aforementioned theories of Smith and Lowental, and the personal application methods applied to interpretation. This ultimately leaves the visitor or tourist, gazing upon the heritage, to form their own relationship with the site and their interpretation of it.
The Blaeneravon world heritage centre remains not only authentically entact, it offers the tourist to view the world of the underworld, experienced by the minors during the era of the industry. The coal shaft remains intact, enabling visitors to venture down below the ground, into the depth of the dark pit (Blaeneravon world heritage centre, 2019), thus creating an authentic experience for the tourist, creating nostalgia-arousal, not only from the sensations of feelings connected to the heritage, but the present, lived experience evoking and replicating the actual past, as authentically possible in relation to the pit being inactive (Walsh, 1992). The Blaeneravon world heritage site therefore allows the viewer to interpret and address some questions associated to the heritage, due to its representation of the social action and collective memories preserved within the landscape.
The commodification of heritage in present times.
	Currently, an interesting debate is being formed around the present interpretation of coal pits and mines, including the Blaeneravon site, however it is so current that information regarding the proposal is limited. In December of 2018, the BBC News released information concerning the commodifying of coal mine sites. The U.K. Government, alongside, the coal board authority, private mine owners and the land trust expressing and interest and supporting the idea of commodifying the mines for economic development, converting them to underground food farms. The political aim is to address the unprecedented challenge population growth. China has declared an interest, in the economic development, supporting the food economy with a harvest of vegetation, grown via LED light systems underground (Loyd, 2018).                                 
This political and economic development is so current, there is very limited material available to research further, however, this information proves to be an area of significance, worthy of further research as information develops, due to the impact it will create upon the representation and interpretation of the Blaeneravon world heritage site. The commodifying of a site in order to further develop the heritage site, is, from the perspective of heritage, questionable. Communities identify with the past meaning and social actions attached to the memories associated with an era, building or landscape (Harrison, 2010). Authenticity of a site represents the authenticity of the era and the past in present day (Jones, 2009), enabling the viewer to interpret the experience and the heritage site from feelings of nostalgia, arousing within them as a result of visiting the site (Walsh, 1992). The political and economic agendas of future developments of underground farming within the pits, can therefore be challenged, on the basis that changing the use, changes the representation of the heritage. People will slowly forget the past and the collective memories of social actions attached to the pit and the era, as a result of a new identity and use being implemented on the landscape. Interpretations of the mining industry and communities will fade into the past, as the site develops into an underground farm, in the present. Whilst initial reports from the BBC News report positive grounds for development, such as, sustaining the food economy and economic development of the site, one can question whether political and economic forces will be exploiting the use for the greater community, and if implemented, how then will the Blaeneravon world heritage site be represented and interpreted.

Conclusion.
This research paper has examined the representations and interpretations of the Blaeneravon world heritage site. World heritage site status awarded by the UNESCO in the year 2000, has highlighted the importance of the iron and coal pit as a result of its value in heritage during the era of the British industrial revolution and the social actions of the mining communities and industry and the collective memories of the era. Politic reformations have highlighted the plight of the mining community, as Conservative policies under Margaret Thatcher’s Government introduced neoliberal policies of privatisation in order to increase the British economy after the great depression. Unionism and privatisation led to minor’s striking, social unrest, flying pickets and eventually the closure of all iron and coal pits. The heritage of Blaeneravon however, enables the viewer to authentically experience the heritage and evoke feeling of nostalgia, due to the preservation and authenticity of the site, in conjunction with the experience of experiencing the life style by travelling into the ground, just as the minors once did. Recent events have identified political and economic policies being currently considered regarding economically developing the Blaeneravon site and other pits, into underground food farms. Whilst current information is limited, this proves to be an eara of significance for future research.
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