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 “Life itself is your teacher, and you are in a state of constant learning.” – Bruce Lee
As the quote above by Bruce Lee states we are always learning therefore this essay will contain information on and about my own personal learning environment and others. To do this I will describe my own personal learning environments and then compare that I have found out with other students I know from class and research. This also contains individual and collaborative forms of learning; with this information I will then analyse and discuss how they relate to my own personal learning approaches during my studies. I will critically reflect on my use of digital technology and how I use it in my learning, to do this I will do an analysis evaluating the strengths and weaknesses on my digital literacy choices. Lastly, I will be leaving advice I would recommend and give to any new undergraduates to be able to prepare for their learning on the programme I’m currently on. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To begin with my personal learning environment, I feel as if my personal learning environment isn’t consistent to one thing or place. I am more comfortable being shown how to do something or being spoken to; this is because I feel as though I take in more information this way. Because of that I feel as thou I’m better suited to a classroom biased learning mainly. But on the other hand, I can get this same connection from being spoken to though apps such as YouTube, Facebook, and the news. I do feel as though I use a lot of online and physical help as I do not do well trying to figure things out for myself therefore, I do tend to question my classmates and the internet when I get stuck on something. I also have a personal learning environment for different things and use it in different ways for example in university I use face to face, google, google scholar, hub uwtsd, PowerPoint, outlook, and YouTube. Then for work I use Gmail, MSN, what app. For everyday life such as socialising I use YouTube, Facebook, google, Gmail, BBC news and weather, and online banking. I’ve chosen Pinterest and YouTube for similar reasons. They’re both a visual way of learning with videos and pictures. Personally, I prefer to see how something is done to be able to learn it. Pinterest is a social network website and app where you can find inspiration and ideas for any sort. Pins can also link back to websites, which is why Pinterest is a great help. YouTube makes us smarter. Like I said, there is a video for everything. 
By looking at my classmates personal learning environments I will be able to compare their personal learning environments with my own and find any similarities or differences. For example, one classmate Jasmine’s personal learning environment is mostly by using technology and she mostly uses YouTube because she finds that that is the easiest way for her to proses information from someone explaining it rather than just reading how to do it and figuring it out herself. Also, she finds YouTube very useful because it always has all the information she needs from different people, for example if she finds that one video isn’t really helping her understand the topic, she could just easily go onto another video that probably will help her. I find that jasmines use of YouTube is like how id use it. 
Another classmate I looked at was Nicola her personal learning environments are separated like mine for what she uses them for such as University where she uses students, lecturers, campus library, online library, outlook, Moodle, google scholar for papers and articles, Hub and overdrive. For Finances she uses online banking app TSB and YOLT. For social then she uses yahoo, snapchat, google, forums, BBC, messenger, Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. At home Nicola uses her family, friends, books, experiences, and the computer. In her employment Nicola uses staff, customers, boss, good till company, suppliers, NCASS, the government, and environmental health. Lastly for music Nicola uses a wide ranger of things sub categorised as listening for things like Vinyl, CD’s, YouTube, Spotify, Radio. Producing for Reason, SoundCloud, and fruit loops. DJing on beat port, YouTube, CDJ’s, mix cloud, mixer, virtual DJ, and Juno. And Guitar for Guitar Tutor and Yousican. I can see by looking at Nicolas personal learning environments that there are similarity’s there in University, social, and home. 
Individual learning for me is when I’m on my own using my personal learning environments to help me conduct research to be able to write and reference my assignments. In doing this im using tools like google, google scholar, Moodle, and word. During the online learning weeks and then the lockdown I have found online learning difficult because we looses the “in the moment” type of discussions because everyone now has a different schedule where as in class everyone was there at the same time and we were able to discuss and debate our opinions and experiences. I feel as though I only really benefit from individual learning when it comes to doing research and referencing. The benefits of individual learning in my opinion is that you get to know and know your own limits and that its your own work no one else. The disadvantages to individual learning include the fact that you don’t tend to see more than your own point of view or way of interrupting something, also there’s a lack of knowledge and perspective with individual learning. 
Collaborative learning for me is going to lectures, talking to classmates about work and doing group work, listening to others, and sharing experiences. I enjoy hearing about what others have to contribute. Collaborating in my opinion includes doing group work that being a pair or teams so that we can work together and shear and use each other’s strengths. It does seem as though the majority of the class does prefer class room biased learning also the fact that collaborative learning tends to benefit everyone involved. The benefits of collaborative learning include to let you gain knowledge from others, it helps you stop making mistakes, and you are sharing your strengths with each other. The disadvantages to collaborative learning are that everyone has different and a difference in opinions and that can lead to conflict so that the group or however you’re working collaboratively will not work to its full potential. 
My first reactions to learning online is that I feel like I’m still unsure of online learning on one side it's a different experience to the usual and even though we're not totally alone there is still a feeling of being alone as we're sat behind a screen and everything becomes a lot less impersonal. on the other hand, I prefer face to face learning because I learn better in person being shown instead of reading it and not really getting a more in-depth explanation of how or why something is the way that it is. especially now with covid-19 and lock down i feel that online learning has become more difficult for me because I’m classed as an essential worker as I work in a supermarket, so finding time to do university work had become hard even to do it online.
I believe that my digital literacy is developing because compared to last year in sixth form I wasn’t using as much to help me as I am now for example I am now using things such as google scholar, online library, Moodle, emailing lectures, and the Hwb app, these are all new things since starting university that I have used that I wouldn’t have before. Also I feel as though my use of my previous digital literacy has improved such as the main reason why I use some appliances now for example I used to just use YouTube for music but now I use it to gain information and to better my understanding on some topics also I can see step by step how somethings are done that I wouldn’t normally. 
By doing a swot analysis I can successfully analyse what are my strength, weaknesses, opportunity’s and threats. My strengths are that I work better with someone or as a group even online, and that I use a wide range of digital technology for example Facebook, Messenger, YouTube, google, google scholar, Gmail, outlook, Moodle, hwb, MSN, What’s app, PowerPoint, online banking, BBC news, weather app, Pinterest and read and write. My weakness is that I don’t believe that I am using my digital literacy to its full potential. My opportunities include the fact that there’s room for me to improve my digital literacy and there are more things out there that I could potentially use to improve my digital literacy for example kahoot or Prezi. My threats are that when I’m looking for credible evidence and what I think could be credible turns out not to be because of where it comes form or who wrote it.
In the future I would like to work in human resources, and I feel as thou digital literacy and technology will be a big part of that job. There are 5 digital literacy’s in HR Computer and platform literacy, Data design and ethics, Analytics, Social intelligence, and Social intelligence (Scott, 2020). What I like about the course that I am on is that I will help me get a job within the business sector or even allow me to start my own business. If I was to start my own business it would probably have to be something to do with cars, painting them or doing body work, touch ups and detailing. The course would help me to do this by showing me how to do finances, to be sustainable, and how to regenerate places for a new purpose.
The advice that I would give any new students that will be doing the same course as me would be, one to always do the pre lecture work as its important to be able to understand what you’ll be doing in the next lecture also its use full so that the lecturer doesn’t have to go over the work again. Secondly to ask plenty of questions so that you fully understand what’s been said and what to do also so that the lecturer knows that you understand. Next any books that are recommended by the lecture tend to be free online through pdf or even the online library, lastly you should use the online library to help you do your assignments because it will be credible sources and it would be more efficient than using google or google scholar.
To conclude I feel as though I will always be developing and learning new things and new ways to do things. Also, I do feel strongly that I’m better being surrounded by people rather than working alone therefor I am a collaborative learner and I appreciate everyone’s difference in opinions.
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