The Holocaust – An Industrial Genocide? Organisation of killings; psychology of killers


1. Road to Genocide: From Barbarossa to Wannsee
a. Start of the War with Russia – new urgency for Endlosung 
i. June 22, 1941 – Axis invasion of Russia
ii. Einsatzgruppen ordered to kill Communists officials and Jews
iii. July 31, 1941 Herman Göring orderes “to make all the necessary preparations… for the Final Solution of the Jewish problem in the German sphere of influence in Europe”
iv. Turning point: November 1941
v. War in Russia – not a blitzkrieg 
vi. January 20, 1942 – Wannsee Conference:
Due to the war, the emigration plan has been replaced with deportation of the Jews to the east, in accordance with the Führer’s will. 
Reinhard Heydrich, chief of Reich Security Main Office

2. Genocide: Mass shootings
a. Unites deployed by Reich Security Main Office 
b. Einsatzgruppen (SS + police), Police Battalions, Wehrmacht, the Hiwis
c. 1941-1944
d. Baby Yar – 29-30 September 1941, 33,771 dead
3. Einsatzgruppen at work 
a. The reasons for killing and the anti-Communist propaganda 
b. Economic considerations
c. The role of the Wehrmacht
d. The organisation of killings
e. The disposal of the bodies
4. Battalion 101
a. Reserve Police Battalion 101
b. Part of Order Police (Ordnungspolizei – OP)
c. From ‘Red’ Hamburg 
d. Active in Poland from 1939 onwards
5. Cognitive dissonance
a. Mental discomfort
b. Cause: two conflicting believes
c. Solution: negotiation of conflicting believes 
6. Genocide: Death camps 
a. Direct killings:
i. heavy tool on killers, 
ii. negative impact on the morale of troops, 
iii. inefficient 
b. Experiments with in-direct methods: 
i. gas chamber, 
ii. lorries, 
iii. ditches with quicklime 
c. ‘laboratory’ - T4 program 
i. Tiergartenstrasse 4 
ii. From summer 1939
iii. Overt till August 1941, covert afterwards
iv. First use of gas chambers
7. Death Camps in Polish lands:
a. Chełmno (Kulmhof) Dec. 1941- Mar, 1943 and Jun-Jul, 1944 300 000 +
b. Auschwitz-Birkenau May, 1940 – Feb, 1942 – Jan, 1945 – 1 000 000 +
c. Operation Reinhardt camps:
d. Treblinka Jul, 1942 – Oct, 1943 – 1 000 000
e. Sobibór – May, 1942 – Oct, 1943 – 250 000
f. Bełżec – Mar, 1942 – Jun, 1943 – 600 000

