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Advanced technology over the last 2 decades has played a major part on the impact the mainstream media has had on policing and public confidence. Our ever-evolving world has allowed the media to gain numerous forms of sources to report criminal news such as the Internet, advanced telecommunications companies and widespread printed publication. Worldwide communications are easily circulated with a variation of methods including social media, global news channels and international newspapers and magazines. Individuals' responses to media reported crimes can have a diverse impact on people's emotions as crime affects people in different ways, vicious and evil crimes can cause stress and anxiety to some, yet many others can be fascinated and intrigued by what has been portrayed in the media (Greer, 2013). 
                All media sources have a fixation with reporting crime and criminal acts which has the desired effect in fascinating the British public. One of the main sources used to publish crime is newspapers which dedicate over 30% of their broadcasting to inform the public of criminal acts committed (Courtauld, 2014). Alongside newspapers, all news media sources often focus on crime stories over general news, unfortunately these crime stories often feature brutal crimes such as sexual assault, murder and grievous bodily harm (Howard, 2019). However, research explains that although these offences are featured frequently in the media, they only contribute to a small percentage of crimes committed as a whole. For example, sexual assault is portrayed in 20% of the media crime stories whereas the actual percentage of sex offences are 2% (Harper, Hogue, 2016). The way the media portrays these crimes gives the public a misunderstanding of how often these crimes are actually committed which can lead to the public being misled by the media which can result in a change to the public's attitude to crime and the fear of crime (Hatter, 2020).  
             Due to the high volume of media coverage on crime cases, the media can have a major influence on how the police are portrayed by the public during their involvement in serious crime stories covered. Many high-profile cases covered by the media on occasions have highly criticised the professionalism of the police with regards to discrimination, policing errors and harshness towards members of the public. This media coverage can have a detrimental effect on the relationship between the public and the police and tarnish the confidence and trust the public have towards the police (Jackson, et al, 2011).  
             Although the media can have a negative impact on policing, the relationship between the media and the police can also have a number of positive and rewarding outcomes when tackling crime. In order for the police to carry out their duties successfully, there needs to be a strong and respectful relationship between both the police and the media to ensure that the public's best interests are paramount when tackling crime and keeping people safe (College of Policing, 2021). The police often rely on the support of the media when appealing for witnesses from the public to assist in preventing and solving crimes. Professional policing policies need to be strictly followed to ensure confidentiality and integrity is in place to safeguard both the suspects and victims of all criminal acts (College of Policing, 2013). 
                The media is one of the most powerful sources who has the ability to inform the public when professional policing strategies are not followed, this then can have a damaging effect on the public perception of the police. One of the most high-profile cases covered by every source of the media was the racial murder of the innocent victim Stephen Lawrence who was a black 18-year-old student who was on his way home when he was stabbed to death at the bus stop by a group of 5 or 6 white youths in 1993 (Macpherson, 1999). Astonishingly, it took almost 20 years for the attackers to be convicted of this brutal racial murder and within these 20 years the progress of the case was at the forefront of the media. Allegations of police corruption during this case led to major investigations into how the police treated the victims' families and how vital evidence may have been destroyed by the MET police. This led to concerns from the public of the honesty, trustworthiness and professionalism of the police when dealing with crime (The Guardian, 2014). These concerns led to the Macpherson inquiry where a full investigation on how the police handled the case was carried out. It is suggested that 
“Media coverage of the Stephen Lawrence murder from the beginning rightly emphasised the need for a radical overhaul of the police and elimination of the institutional racism exposed by the 1999 Macpherson report into police handling of the case” (White, 2012). 
          Although the majority of media coverage on the police can have a negative effect towards the public confidence, on some occasions the media can present positive articles which highlight the professional and high standard of quality services the police provide and deliver to the British public. The courage and bravery of British Transport Police officer Wayne Marques during the London Bridge Attacks is an example of how some police officers go above and beyond the call of duty to protect the lives of people in society. Reports on how PC Marques solely risked his own life by taking on three terrorist attackers who had stabbed a number of innocent people and viciously mowed down many more gave reassurance to the public that the police will do everything in their power to protect people's lives at all costs (BBC news, 2017). 
            The media play a vital part in how the public perceive the police as one of their roles is to report and inform the public of how police deal with crime, police errors when dealing with crime, misuse of police powers and discrimination through the police force. How the media describe these issues can often determine the public reaction towards the police and affect the relationship between the public and the public (Jackson et al, 2011). In order for the police to build stronger relationships with the public, it is essential that the media and police cooperate with each other and have a respectful relationship in order to encourage the public to gain confidence in the police and hopefully ensure the public and police work together to prevent crime and to respect the rules and regulations of the police (College of policing, 2021). 
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