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The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legal international piece of legislation that every country but 2 have signed up for (Unicef, 2010). Every child has the right to access these rights regardless of gender, age, nationality, religion, and beliefs (Children’s Commissioner Wales, 2019). The UNCRC came into force in the UK in 1992 which Wales then adopted the rights in 2011 as part of the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 (Children’s Commissioner Wales, 2019).


Article 3
All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
According to Children’s Rights Wales (2016) article 3 of the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is one of four general principals. 
Flying Start- Flying Start (Welsh Government, 2014) states that flying start settings should work together and develop a connection that will help to support the children and their families that attend the setting so that they are meeting all of the child’s needs, as well as sharing information between agencies when required to best support and meet all of the child’s needs. Flying start (Welsh Government, 2014) states that settings must have a range of strategies to best support the child when they are going through a transition whether this is from home to setting or setting to another setting. 
Foundation Phase- One of the Foundation Phase (Welsh Government, 2015) aims is that children have the good start in life and that they have the best base for their development and growth in the future. Practitioners should understand how a child develops, this will allow them to plan age and developmentally appropriate activities to help the children develop their skills (Welsh Government, 2015). 
Every Child Matters- In The Every Child Matters Policy (UK Government, 2003) multi-agency working was a key feature. The Every Child Matters report created Behaviour and Education Support Teams (BEST) that are made up of different professionals that all work together to achieve the best possible outcome for that child (UK Government, 2003).
Article 12
Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
According to Children Rights Wales (2016) article 12 of the UNCRC is one of four general principals.
Flying start- Flying start (Welsh Government, 2014) states that practitioners should encourage the children in their care to be independent. This can be done by listening to the child and their wishes, this will therefore the child to feel valued as they will feel like there opinions matter (Welsh Government, 2014). 
Reggio Emilia Approach- Kinney and Wharton (2015) when talking about the Reggio Emilia Approach state that practitioners need to listen to children when the children are given their opinion on something, trying to solve a problem. Kinney and Wharton (2015) also state that practitioners need to allow children to be listened to as well as heard. Kinney and Wharton (2015) both agree that when children are listened too, they will have an ‘increased awareness of their value and self-worth’ p.61. 
Children’s Commissioner- The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2019) speaks on behalf of the children in Wales. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2019) job was created so that they can speak on behalf of the children living in wales so that the people who impact a child’s life will take into consideration the child’s interests and views when they are making a decision about the child. Especially when the Government passes a new law or policy that affects children and young people. 
Foundation Phase- One of the main aims of the Foundation Phase (Welsh Government, 2015) is that children are listened to and treated with respect. This therefore means that when practitioners are planning activities for the children, they need to get the children’s input or base the activities around the children’s interests (Welsh Government, 2015).
The children’s Act- The children’s act (Legislation U.K. Government, 2004) states that professionals need to get the children’s opinion before they are able to make any decisions about what is best for the child. 


Article 23
Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can lead full and independent lives (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
ALN legislation- The Welsh Government has recently brought out a new Additional Learning Needs act (ALN) in 2018, However this act will not be implemented until September 2020 (Welsh Government, 2018). Within the bill it states that there are eleven aims, some of these aims link to the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) especially aim four of the ALN act as it states that the children’s voice needs to be considered this relates to article 12 of the UNCRC (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016). It also states that every child will have one individual learning plan that will move around with them (Welsh Government, 2018). It also states that there will be an emphasis on agencies working together to help the child reach their full potential (Welsh Government, 2018).
Multiagency working- Through multi-agency practitioners and professionals from different sectors are brought together to work together to achieve the best possible outcome for the child and their family (Department of Education, 2012). According to the Department of Education (2012) there are many benefits to multi agency working, these include any issues with the children being identified earlier on, and children waiting less time for appointments (Department of Education, 2012). 
Every Child Matters- According to the Every Child Matters (2003) report there are three types of multi-agency, these are multi-agency panels, multi-agency teams and integrated services. 

Article 31
All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016).
Wales a play friendly country - The Welsh Government (2014) states in the Wales a play friendly country guidance that all children living in wales have a right to be able to play regardless of their background, age and race. The Welsh Government (2014) also states that children need to be provided with the opportunity to play freely with a wide range of resources in an indoor and outdoor environment. Children should be allowed to have time and spaces to play.
Montessori approach- Montessori (cited in Gray and Macblain, 2015) thought that children learnt best through a hands on approach and using their senses. Montessori encouraged children to do real tasks for example helping around the house rather than having a pretend tea party (Gray and Macblain, 2015). Montessori classrooms are filled with real objects as she believed that children should have real objects made of glass, wood, china and metal not plastic (Gray and Macblain, 2015).
Te Whāriki- Te Whāriki is the national early years curriculum in New Zealand (Ministry of Education, 2017). The Ministry of Education (2017) states that through Te Whāriki the children engage in a play based curriculum in which they are able to make sense of the world around them. Te Whāriki (Ministry of Education, 2017) states that children need to have both indoor and outdoor play as well as having the opportunity to take part in different types of play including risky play. The Te Whāriki approach also states that children also need to have ample time to play as well as rest (Ministry of Education, 2017).
[bookmark: _Hlk8746583]Flying start- The Flying Start (Welsh Government, 2014) also agrees with Montessori as they state that children should learn through first-hand experiences. Flying Start (Welsh Government, 2014) also states that practitioners should promote and encourage the children to be independent and allow them to experiment and discover new things in a play based way. Flying start (Welsh Government, 2014) also states that through play the children are able to develop and extend all learning and areas of development. 
Foundation Phase- The Foundation Phase Play/Active Learning (Welsh Government, 2013) states that play is an important part of curriculum this therefor means that all children need to have access and time to play as through play children are able to extend their learning, experiment, problem solve and to take risks. However, this should be done in a fun and interesting way, this is achieved by children having a range of resources that allow them to play, explore, develop and extend their learning (Welsh Government, 2013). The Foundation Phase nursery (Welsh Government, 2017) states that through play the children are able to develop and extend their learning as well as being able to make sense of the environment and world around them.
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