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In this assignment I will be analysing an infographic and then creating an infographic myself. The infographic I will be analysing is called “He said, She Said – Web Design by Gender” and discussing the difference between men and women in a variety of different scenarios.  The infographic that I will be creating will be analysing different energy consumption and energy generation in Wales compared to the rest of the United Kingdom. 
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Firstly, the colours used in the infographic are vital in the representation of the data in the infographic and the effectiveness of the infographic.  The most effective infographics usually “stick to a maximum of 4 colours” [1] , this is something the infographic does really well as there are only two main colours, being pink and blue, excluding the colours used for the 3D Pie Chart. 
Even though the limited use of main colours follows one of the guidelines to maximising your infographic, the colours used can be put up for a debate. The blue and pink colours used can be seen as very stereotypical as the pink is on the female side and the blue is on the male side. 
This problem could be avoided by using non stereotypical colours or possibly using different gradients of one colour. An example of this would be sticking to the theme colour blue. The infographic could range from darker blues such as royal blue to lighter blues such as turquoise. In addition to this an image can be used as a background. As long as the image is relevant to the theme and doesn't distract from the message of the infographic then the image would be okay.  
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According to a recent study [2] the most effective infographics keep data simple and “to the point”. In regards to the “He said, She Said” poster, the 3D pie chart is much more complex than it needed to be. The term “Less is more” is prominent when assessing this current scenario as the data could have just as easily be presented in a 2D pie chart or a different graph such as a bar graph to add to the effectiveness of the infographic and to decrease the chartjunk of the piece.
In addition to this the amount of tables used in the infographic is very uncommon for an infographic. Usually an infographic will present the data so that we are [3]  "able to compare the different points "side by side", this is one of Stephen Fews core principles that this infographic does not meet. 
Furthermore, the tabular approach taken by the creator of this infographic also goes against another one of Stephen Fews principles; this principle is "Attend". The "Attend" principle states that the reader/viewer of the infographic should easily be able to look at an infographic and see the "relevant or irrelevant details".
 A solution to this problem can simply be the presentation on data. To make sure the relevant details are easy to locate, a good infographic should have a collection of data visualisations by having more than one type of graph and minimising on all of the tables.
Moreover, a [4] "clear design" is paramount when designing an infographic. An infographic should covey "the message at a glance". This infographic does not achieve this as you have to read a lot of bullet points and tables to understand what the infographic is trying to display.  
As well as this experts say that you should use "as little text" as possible in an infographic. This ideology means that the message of the infographic should be clear and concise and the reader/viewer of the infographic should not have to read point on point to understand the point of the piece. 
According to a recent article written by [5] "Kissmetrics Blog" states that a good infographic should be "easy to view". This is one factor that the infographic does meet. Even though the colours can be considered sexist, all of the text is visible and legible and no part of the infographic is hard to see/understand. However the green colour text used in one of the tables does not really make much sense and in a way deters from the data provided. The fact that all of the other tables have a white font colour in the table and the titles are red, this table, seen at the top of the middle of the page, has a purple title and green text which makes it slightly harder to read. . 
Even though the infographic is “easy to view” the spread of data is inconsistent. The layout of the tables in consistent in the infographic however there are only bullet points on the left hand side or the male side of the document.
In addition the articles also states that the better infographic always "cite the source" of the information they have acquired. This infographic does achieve this principle as the references can be seen in the top right of the infographic. 
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Due to the sexist colour scheme and the over usage of tables and text, the infographic does not seem like a very memorable piece. Although there are some positives like the citation of references and the easy to view nature of the piece, it still seems that the infographic is only memorable for the bad factors. These consist of the factors mentioned previous such as the sexist colour scheme and the lack of proportionate data.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The 3D pie charts that have been used in this document don’t really serve much of a point. A recent study [6] concluded that an infographic should “Illustrate your point” however the use of these graphs deters more than illustrates the point. The fact that they used a 3D pie chart instead of a 2D pie chart in itself adds to the Chartjunk of the document as one factor on Chartjunk is [7]  “unnecessary 3D”. This can easily be resolved as mentioned in a previous point by using a 2D pie chart or a different type of graph.
Another possible factor of Chartjunk could be the bright red spots located on the graphs on both of the colour red segments. The brightness does deter you from the data that is being presented in the graph and therefore increases the overall Chartjunk of the document.
In regards to the distractions from the data found in this infographic, one does not need to look very far as some of the images used to try to reinforce the message of the infographic are very distracting from the overall message. The fact that there is an image of a man hiding behind one of the tables seems completely inappropriate and is not related to the topic at all.  Furthermore the use of the rainbow and the tree next to the main table at the top of the screen also serves no purpose. If an image is used in an infographic then it should be there to reinforce the message and to add to the value do the piece, not to distract and deter the audience from what the real message is.


2.5 Conclusion

In conclusion, it can be said that the infographic has some redeeming features to it but overall it portrays a very negative image. The topic that it is trying to present is very important but the colour scheme used, the spread of the data and the overall level of Chartjunk and distractions from the data surplus the credibility gained from its positive points. If the infographic was to be changed and improved with some of the suggestions made such as a new colour scheme and different graphs then it will more than succeeded the aim of what it was created for.
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