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Critically analyse the methods in practice for the recovery and examination of forensic evidence at crime scenes evaluating the legislation, strategies, policies and procedures about forensic recovery and examination
A good working definition is "forensic science is science used for lawful purposes." The investigation of forensic evidence begins at the crime scene. If evidence is missing or handled wrongly at the scene, no amount of laboratory examination or processing will be able to repair the error, and the scene cannot normally be reopened to acquire further evidence. A police officer, a detective, a crime scene examiner, a scientific support officer, or a forensic scientist may be assigned to examine the site of a crime.
The objectives of a crime scene investigation are to find out what happened, reconstruct the events leading up to the occurrence, gather as much information as possible, and retrieve evidence that may assist identify who was (or was not) involved. All evidence must be retrieved and not tainted by contamination, cross-contamination, or ineffective or improper recovery procedures. (Langford, 2018).
The crime scene is the most crucial aspect of any criminal investigation. It is the starting point for forensic science. According to Locard's Principle, every encounter leaves a trace (Locard, 1928). This is the primary concept of crime scene investigation: you are seeking for 'contact' evidence that will aid in the investigation of the crime. This physical evidence must be safeguarded against loss and contamination, and it must be collected in such a way that its evidentiary value is not lost during collection, transit to the forensic laboratory, or presentation in court.
Recent legislative changes in the UK allow police officers to record suspects' footwear impressions in cases of serious crimes such as burglary, violent crime, and sexual offences, and to search these using the National Footwear Reference Collection (NFRC) and the National Footwear Database.
The goal of recording an incident, whether it will be still imagery or video, is to capture the scene exactly as it was discovered. In general, the scene is originally video captured to document the scene's processing from start to completion. Many police forces have made digital photography the standard. Photographs must be taken to record the evidence discovered in the scene of the crime. As a basic guideline, images must be taken before scene is disrupted, after a measuring scale has been added, and after all evidence has been gathered. (Langford, 2018)
This is one of the most critical difficulties in forensic science, and it can occur throughout the investigation unless you are aware of how contamination might occur, identify where it can occur, and then take proper efforts to prevent it from occurring. The specific conditions and type of a crime scene under investigation must be considered, because tainted evidence loses its evidentiary value. Evidence contamination can occur due to factors beyond your control, such as weather conditions prior to the arrival of important people at the location. Simple preventative measures, such as keeping latent fingerprints on glass shards from being washed away by rain, can help to reduce the level of contamination. Contamination might arise because of inadequate scene management, poor collection practises (for example, dusting before collecting DNA evidence) or discovering that moist exhibits have seeped through their packing onto adjacent exhibits.
Contamination during evidence gathering is uncommon if proper protocols are followed. But there can be times when you must select between two sorts of proof. To decide on which one to collect, consider the evidentiary value of each sort of evidence and select the exhibit that you believe will give the most relevant information when analysed. There is a risk of airborne contamination of the evidence within the laboratory. As a result, suitable precautions should be put in place to prevent this from happening, such as filters in air conditioning systems. (Langford, 2018)










Bullet point checklist.

Explain importance of strategies, techniques, and procedures. They can:
Prove a crime occurred, identify persons involved, provide explanations etc. 

Briefly analyse the following.
Crime scene preservation
Crime Scene processing
Recording the crime scene
Recovery of evidence
Packaging of evidence
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