
Writing for/in/about Design



Ways of Thinking (ADDA4022)

Module Aims: 
To provide students with an introduction to the historical and 
contemporary contexts of cultural artefact and image production and 
to key ideas, artists, designers, ideologies, movements, philosophies 
and philosophers surrounding such production.



Ways of Thinking (ADDA4022)
Learning Outcomes: 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:

- identify and discuss a diversity of approaches to understanding 
elements of cultural endeavour and apply a range of critical theories 
to their analysis;

- articulate and communicate their ideas by making reference to 
academic sources and employing appropriate citation and 
referencing conventions.



What do you need you to do?

Option 2: Complete 3 tasks which together make up your Portfolio 
of Writing

Manifesto Writing (declarative)

Observational Writing (deconstruction)

Practice-based writing (according to your discipline)



What do you need you to do?
Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be 

journal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference 

list.

Submit this in the 1500 word portfolio or writing. 

All three tasks should be combined into one PDF document and submitted in 

your Portfolio of Writing on Monday 6th January 2025. Your portfolio should 

contain a total of 1500 words (or equivalent). 



What do you need you to do?



Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Manifesto Writing: Write a manifesto of 8 short statements regarding your beliefs, 
work and practice. Please submit these 8 statements, but do not count them in your 500 
words.

With a particular focus on three of your manifesto statements, write a 500 word overview of 
your beliefs. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 

**********



Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Observational Writing: Identify an image and write a semiotic analysis. Choose 3 key 
aspects of semiotics and use them to simplify and focus your writing. Conclude by assessing 
how your understanding of the image has changed. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 

**********



Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Practice-based writing: This will be different in each strand. Write about an object or 
artefact. Explore and discover your thinking through writing. Think reflectively and develop 
your thinking by pushing your initial reactions through further reading, and individual 
practice responses around the artefact’s theme (for example create personal drawings, 
designs, or paintings, or sculpture, or music, photography, or other creative practice) and 
then critically summarise the results of your process through the lens of your work. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 



What do you need you to do?

All three tasks should be combined into one PDF document and 

submitted in your Portfolio of Writing on Tuesday 8th January 2024. Your 

portfolio should contain a total of 1500 words (or equivalent). 

NOTE: You may choose to write one long piece of 1500 words and develop one of 
the writing exemplars to a deeper level. 



OVER-TO-YOU TASK

Check your downloading skills again! Go 

back to moodle and download the 

Sample Portfolio Task. 



Submission:
You should save your writing as a PDF. Upload and submit your PDF.
Follow these notes:
1. Submit your portfolio of writing in a single PDF i.e. the three tasks are submitted 
together in one document (see Sample Document for an example of how to lay out 
your work).
2. Create a heading for each task (in the order in which you attended them).
For Example:
•Task 1 - Manifesto Writing - 500 words and bibliography
•Task 2 - Observational Writing - 500 words and bibliography
•Task 3 - Practice-based Writing - 500 words and bibliography

3. Include a List of Figures and Bibliography for each of the tasks. If you use the same 
books in another task, repeat the book entry in the relevant bibliography.



Submission:
4. Submission title: Portfolio of Writing

On your portfolio cover sheet make sure you add: -
a) Your Student Number;
b) Your BA course title
c) A list of tasks and a word count for each task, including all in-text references and 

quotation text, but excluding your bibliography;
d) Your Tutor's name (the name of the tutor who has been running your Contextual 

Practices seminar sessions).

Looking forward to seeing and reading your ideas. Feedback for this assignment will go 
live on February 3rd by 5pm.



Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Manifesto Writing: Write a manifesto of 8 short statements regarding your beliefs, 
work and practice. Please submit these 8 statements, but do not count them in your 500 
words.

With a particular focus on three of your manifesto statements, write a 500 word overview of 
your beliefs. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 

**********



8 Manifesto statements 

First statement explained   

TASK: Manifesto Writing: Write a 
manifesto of 8 short statements 
regarding your beliefs, work and 
practice. Please submit these 8 
statements, but do not count 
them in your 500 words.

Only this part counted in 500 
words 



Second statement explained   

With a particular focus on 
three of your manifesto 
statements, write a 500 
word overview of your 
beliefs. 



Third statement explained   

Bibliography with 3 books 
minimum

Use a minimum of 3 books 
per task. Additional 
research sources could be 
journal/newspaper articles 
or online sources.



All components in the brief are in the submission

TASK: Manifesto Writing: Write a manifesto of 8 short statements 
regarding your beliefs, work and practice. Please submit these 8 
statements, but do not count them in your 500 words.

With a particular focus on three of your manifesto statements, write a 
500 word overview of your beliefs. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be 
journal/newspaper articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a 
reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 

**********

✓

✓

✓

✓ 
xx



Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Observational Writing: Identify an image and write a semiotic analysis. Choose 3 key 
aspects of semiotics and use them to simplify and focus your writing. Conclude by assessing 
how your understanding of the image has changed. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 

**********









Your Portfolio of Writing
TASK: Practice-based writing: This will be different in each strand. Write about an object or 
artefact. Explore and discover your thinking through writing. Think reflectively and develop 
your thinking by pushing your initial reactions through further reading, and individual 
practice responses around the artefact’s theme (for example create personal drawings, 
designs, or paintings, or sculpture, or music, photography, or other creative practice) and 
then critically summarise the results of your process through the lens of your work. 

Use a minimum of 3 books per task. Additional research sources could be journal/newspaper 
articles or online sources.

Outcome: 500 words + map and images. Show your research with a reference list.
Submit this in the portfolio. 







TASK 3 – Writing Structure
Paragraph 1: The context of the object + image

(its history, contemporary context, design context)

Paragraph 4: Develop or deliver the idea from the 
context of your work, practice, discipline area 
(PFD/SPD/DC).
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Paragraph 2: Define the context/derivation of your 
Keyword: Dictionary definition + who (theorist) uses 
it + how is it used in a design context?  

Paragraph 3: Explain your idea when these two 
approaches (above) combine. Outline what the 
reader (your client) needs to know.



Design is Relational

Balance the aspects of the 
writing and balance the 
relationships between 
aspects. 



Myself 

My 
Design 

Practice

Intended 
reader

The 
Context



• Find a keyword and define it 
using two or three sources. 

• Find a (one) natural, 
meaningful or designed object 
(provide an image). 

TASK 3 



• Link the word to the object and 
write about the following 4 
perspectives:

a) The context of the object (its history, 
contemporary context, design context);

b) What the reader (your client) needs to 
know,

c) Your personal viewpoint,

d) The viewpoint from the context of your 
work and practice.

TASK 3 



Mapping in sentences 

What is the relationship between…

• A-B Personal Self – Practice?

• A-C Personal Self – Context? 

• A-D Personal Self – The Reader or client?

• B-A Practice – Personal Self?

• B-C Practice –Context?

• B-D Practice –The Reader or Client? 

• C-A Context – Personal Self?  

• C-B Context – Practice?

• C-D Context – The Reader or Client? 

• D-A The Reader or Client – Personal Self?

• D-B The Reader or Client –  Practice?

• D-C The Reader or Client – Context? 



Mapping in sentences 

What is the relationship between…

• A-B Personal Self – Practice?

• A-C Personal Self – Context? 

• A-D Personal Self – The Reader or client?

• B-A Practice – Personal Self?

• B-C Practice –Context?

• B-D Practice –The Reader or Client? 

• C-A Context – Personal Self?  

• C-B Context – Practice?

• C-D Context – The Reader or Client? 

• D-A The Reader or Client – Personal Self?

• D-B The Reader or Client –  Practice?

• D-C The Reader or Client – Context? 



Myself 

My 
Design 

Practice

Intended 
reader

The 
Context
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