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· Aim
The aim of this dissertation is to firstly find out how the West views both those who identify with Islam, and the practices of the religion. I will be describing the views of many in regards of Islam. These can be the views of media organisations, the older generation of the UK, and the younger. Through this research, I hope to find out the general opinions of Islam within the West. Islam is a controversial religion in the West and has been for many years due to different reasons. I hope to find out why people feel the way they do, and if these reasons are based on fact or otherwise. 
After finding out how people in the West feel about Islam, I will want to find out what has caused these existing opinions. By asking some individuals by survey, and also using online research and  materials I will find out what has influenced their opinions. It may be found that it is the media, community profiling, or events caused by extremist groups. I will be analysing the portrayals of Islam through these means and working out how they are able to use their powers to influence the West’s opinions on Islam. 
Through my dissertation, I want to make the argument that many people in the West tend to be heavily influenced by other means when it comes to having an opinion regarding the Muslim community and the practices of Islam. I want to find out whether other means have more power of influence than true facts when it comes to the portrayal of Islam. 
Finally, I will also be looking at the effects of the West’s opinions. By this, I mean I will be looking into how the lives of Muslims have been affected by the views of others. For example,  I will researching into incidents that have occurred where Muslims have been the victims due to the negative opinions of others.

· Methodology
In order to create my dissertation, I will be using a lot of online resources. I will be looking at online articles, for example, newspapers like The Sun; in order to show readers how Islam is portrayed and how media is able to heavily influence the West’s views. I will also be using relevant books in order to look at how some scholars feel opinions on Islam are created. 
Finally, I will also be conducting a survey in order to find out how the general public feel about Islam. I want ensure I ask a mix of both the younger generation and older generation in order to find out if there is a correlation between age and opinion.

· Chapter Headings
Some possible chapter headings and sub - titles would be –
1. The West’s opinion in regards of Islam.
· Opinions of the general public
· Survey results and analysis of the survey
· Opinions of the media
2. What influences the West’s opinions of Islam?
· Islam’s profiling within communities in the UK
· The media’s influence
· Effects of radical Islam on the public’s perception of Islam
3. How do these portrayals and opinions affect Muslims living in the West?
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