This article is about the land reforms brought in by the Communist party between 1930 and 1952. In context, it seems the article is a fictional and idealized story of how a group of peasants learnt to stand up against their landlord. It is part of the novel “The Sun Shines over the Sunggan River” written by the first prominent Chinese author, Ding Ling, as an example of socialist literature. It describes how each village were visited by party cadres for land distribution, and even some middle peasants had their land redistributed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Firstly, Ling argues these land reforms were simply used for people to settle personal scores rather than logically distribute land. Ling’s article can be argued as incredibly exaggerated, suggesting murders of landlords and hyperbolical statements of the hardship of peasants before these reforms. On the other hand, possibly it is accurate as half way through the story, peasants shout outside the landlord’s home “when he was ward chief, he made us pay more taxes, we want his life in exchange!!”[footnoteRef:1]. From this, readers can see how the situation could snowball into murder, with people egging others on. [1:  Ling Ding, Hsien-i Yang and Gladys Yang, The Sun Shines Over The Sanggan River (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1984), p. 418.] 


Landlords seem cruel within this article, doing anything that would be advantageous to themselves rather than following their morals. This reform meant many people got together against the landlord, which in turn brought up many traumatic stories from every person, showing the landlord as greedy without compassion. For example, one man was three rents behind, so they took away his pots and pans[footnoteRef:2]. This land reform could be made by the communists to get rid of these kinds of heartless behaviour that leads to desperate actions such as people selling their children for rent and food, The landlords seem to simply want whatever can help himself, such as not getting into trouble. Ling writes “Jiang suddenly went soft, like wax in a fire”[footnoteRef:3] probably out of fear, then “bowed to the ground”[footnoteRef:4]. Overall this shows the landlords as cruel and swaying to the peasant’s views due to the strength the peasants had in numbers. [2:  Ding. p. 419]  [3:  Ding. p. 420]  [4:  Ding. p. 419] 


Furthermore, the Peasant Association seems to have had a big influence as they attempted to give more rights to peasants. Although Ling states they had autonomy and they were set up by the communist party it does seem to represent the people more than the party. Those comrades that are part of the Peasant’s Association divided the land, and temporarily confiscated landlord’s property, such as sealing up chests, empty rooms and containers of salt, all to bring them down to living with the basics and not being excessive. The Peasant’s Association are explained as the intermediaries between the Party and the peasants, so possibly as they asked people to describe “the hardships of their lives”[footnoteRef:5], this could be useful if they passed it on to the Communist Party. [5:  Ding. p. 419] 


In conclusion, Ling paints a negative view of the land divisions, almost being seen as a conflict rather than a negotiation of equality. From this comes the view that landlords were cruel and brutal, wanting to take anything, including children, as payment for late rent, however the Peasant’s Association and the Communist Party helped the peasants stand up against them.
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