 1700966 									Archival Exercise


Chosen topic: Lincoln Cathedral (a building of your choice). 


Before I began my archival research, I consulted a list of online archival resources, paying particular attention to ecclesiastical records that may have derived from, or mentioned, Lincoln Cathedral.[footnoteRef:1] I narrowed down my research by using “Lincoln Cathedral” as a  keyword, as well as searching for figures associated with the Cathedral, such as St Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln.  [1:  It is worth noting that at the time of writing, the online Lincoln Cathedral Archives and Library were currently unavailable. It would have otherwise been my first point of call. ] 

I chose this topic as Lincoln Cathedral played a central role in medieval ecclesiastical history, and had numerous associations with monarchs, chroniclers, and saints. I therefore expected to see many ecclesiastical, political, and hagiographical records associated with the Cathedral. 
On reflection, the topic of Lincoln Cathedral was very broad, and in the case of future archival research, I would narrow down my research topic (eg. focusing only on the hagiographies of St Hugh of Lincoln). Therefore, I have included in this research exercise materials that may have once been located in the Cathedral’s library, sources that mention Lincoln Cathedral and its diocese, and records that may have derived from figures associated with the Cathedral.
*
1. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS Auct. E. inf. I. (St Hugh’s Bible).[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  Digital Bodleian (2020) Bodleian Library MS. Auct. E. inf. 1. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020]. ] 

	This source, a Bible dating from the 1180s, belonged to Bishop Hugh of Lincoln, who was canonised in 1220. The Bible was mentioned in Adam of Eynsham’s Life of St Hugh of Lincoln and was believed to have created for Hugh at Winchester on the orders of King Henry II. It may have at one point been in the collection at St Alban’s.
	This source would be of much value to an historian interested in hagiographies, especially that of St Hugh. Additionally, the source and its provenance may be of value to historians studying the production of manuscripts during this period, or of the figures and locations associated with this Bible, including King Henry II and Lincoln Cathedral. 
	The Bible is in good condition and is fully accessible online via The Bodleian Library website. 
*
2. Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS/464 (Vita Sancti Thomae Cantuariensis).[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Stanford Libraries (2020) Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS 464: John Grandisson, Vita Sancti Thomae Cantuariensis, Miracula Sancti Thomae Cantuariensis. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020]. It is alternatively known as, ‘Ioh. De Grandison. Vita S. Thomae’.] 

This source is currently held at Corpus Christi College Cambridge, but it is linked with both Exeter and Lincoln Cathedrals. It is a hagiographical account of the life and martyrdom of St Thomas Becket, and was attributed to John Grandisson, the Bishop of Exeter in the late thirteenth-century. This particular manuscript is a copy of Grandisson’s original hagiography, and is believed to date from between 1475 to 1499. 
	The manuscript was once held at the library at Lincoln Cathedral. The archivist Ker believes that this hagiography had been inherited by Ralph Sneyd, a prebendary at Lincoln Cathedral in the late fifteenth-century, and it is indeed inscribed with his signature.[footnoteRef:4] It is not known when the manuscript came to be in Sneyd’s collection however, and it may have already been at Lincoln Cathedral for some time.  [4:  Ibid.,] 

	This source is significant in that not only is it an example of a hagiography of one of the most popular saints in Christendom, but that it also shows us that Cathedrals may have loaned manuscripts to each other. Additionally, we know that it has connections to Lincoln Cathedral, and therefore its provenance was useful to my archival research.  
*
3. London, The British Library, Royal MS 7 F II (Theological works of Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  British Library (2020) Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln (1235-1253), theological works. Available online. [Accessed 2 November 2020].] 

This source, dating from the thirteenth century, concerns the theological works of Robert Grosseteste, the Bishop of Lincoln from 1235 – 1253. There are fourteen different parts of the manuscript in total, including sermons given by Robert, letters from Robert to the Archbishop of Canterbury, numerous confessions, and dedications to Pope Innocent IV. The manuscript also contains treatises concerning Lincoln Cathedral, including the Lincolniensis de essation legalium, which was split into four parts and concerned various aspects of legal operations at Lincoln Cathedral during the thirteenth century. Another treatise included in this manuscript informs us that the stories of the apostles were taught at Lincoln Cathedral during this period. 
The source is significant, as not only does it tell us about the legal background of Lincoln Cathedral during the thirteenth century, but also that it derives from one of its principal figures. Additionally, the manuscript is lengthy and contains a wealth of information about Lincoln Cathedral, which is of great value to researchers and historians. 
*
4. Kew, National Archives, SC/8/118/5777 (Parliamentary Petition).[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  The National Archives (2020) Calendar of Patent Rolls, Hen IV, vol. I, 1399-1401. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020].] 

	This source dates from the 12th November 1399, during the reign of King Richard II.  It is a parliamentary petition sent by Henry Beaufort, the Bishop of Lincoln to the King, with the hope of ratifying “various appointments within his diocese”. The petition was approved by King Richard, and it can tell us a lot about the effectiveness of Richard’s government, as well as the political landscape of the time. As well as this, the source is of great use to historians studying the diocese of Lincoln Cathedral in the fourteenth century, as well as communication between the Church and the Government in the Middle Ages. 
*
5. Oxford, Bodleian Library, MS/Bodl./487/2067 (Common-place book of John Curteys).[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Medieval Manuscripts in Oxford Libraries (2020), MS. Bodl. 487. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020].] 

	This source, from the collection of John Curteys, dates from the 1500s. Curteys, a “collector and chief writer” at Winchester College and New College, Oxford, compiled a variety of medieval sources, the earliest dating from the time of the Norman Conquest. The Common-place book includes ecclesiastical records, heraldic manuals and extracts of chronicles. The most important of these to my archival research is a thirteenth century text titled, “ex tabula chronicarum cathedrali ecclesia Lincolnie” (fol. 3v, cf. 11v), a chronicle of Lincoln Cathedral and the Dominican monks that resided there. 
The source is a prime example of how anthologies of medieval sources were compiled, regardless of subject. As such, the source would be of much value to historians for a range of different reasons. The source would also be of great value to historians studying Lincoln Cathedral and the monastic orders that resided there, as well as to historians interested in the Cathedral during the thirteenth century.
*
6. Canterbury, Canterbury Cathedral Archives, CCA-DCc-ChAnt/C/115/53 (Profession of Obedience).[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Canterbury Cathedral (2020) Profession of Obedience, CCA-DCc-ChAnt/C/115/53. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020].] 

	This source, dating from the 21st September 1186, was sent by Bishop Hugh of Lincoln (later St Hugh), to Baldwin, Archbishop of Canterbury. In the source, Hugh states that Lincoln Cathedral is obedient to Canterbury Cathedral.  It is a good example of a surviving profession of obedience and also a good example of correspondence between two influential figures of the Church. 
	The source is particularly useful to historians studying the ecclesiastical history of the twelfth century, as well as possibly being useful to hagiographers interested in the life of St Hugh before his canonisation. As well as this, the source can tell us a lot about the relationship between Lincoln Cathedral and other centres of religion in the Middle Ages. 
*
7. London, The British Library, Harley MS 526 (Papal Commissioner’s Report).[footnoteRef:9] [9:  British Library (2020) Harley MS 526 (ff. 58-67v). Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020].] 

	This manuscript, dating from between the 9th and the 14th century, is in five parts. It principally concerns five hagiographies, including Bede’s Vita Cuthberti Metrica and the Vita Aedwardi, as well as the Vita Ade et Evae by an anonymous fourteenth-century copier. Most importantly to this research exercise, the manuscript also includes a papal commissioner’s report concerning the “sanctity of Bishop Hugh of Lincoln”, as well as an analysis of the supposed miracles he performed. This section of the manuscript is imperfect, with certain areas of the text illegible and retouched by Simonds D’Ewes, who signed the leaves. The leaf states that the analysis of St Hugh’s sanctity was written by Gerald of Wales, but this is since believed to have been a mistake made during copying. The manuscript is fully accessible online, with high-quality images of the leaves. It is a good example of a compilation of medieval hagiographies, as well as a debate surrounding the miracles of saints. It also tells us more about St Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, and the cult that surrounded him. 
*
8. London, The British Library, Cotton MS Augustus ii.106 (Magna Carta 1215).[footnoteRef:10] [10:  British Library (2020) Magna Carta 1215. Available online. [Accessed 29 October 2020]. ] 

This source, a copy of the Magna Carta, was created on the 15th June 1215. Although it does not specifically focus on Lincoln Cathedral, it would still be valuable to historians studying the reign of King John, and the Magna Carta. As well as this, the source specifically mentions Hugh, Bishop of Lincoln, as well as other significant figures who attended the signing of the Magna Carta, including the Archbishop of Canterbury and a cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. The Magna Carta, a defining document in the legal history of England, was a hugely significant part of English history, and therefore this source would be of great value to historians studying various aspects of the period.
*
9. Oxford, Lincoln College Archives, GB 456 LC/G/CHA/30 (Deed of Composition).[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  Archives Hub (2020) GB 456 LC/G/CHA/30. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020].] 

This source, a Deed of Composition, was issued by John Crosby, the treasurer of Lincoln Cathedral on the 18th August 1476. In the deed, John offers 100 marks to a graduate chaplain (possibly John Trysthorp) in exchange for prayers for his soul during masses performed at Lincoln Cathedral. 
Although the source is short and it is not specifically about Lincoln Cathedral, it is interesting in that it came from a figure who operated there. It can tell us about how masses were performed at the time, and how they were carried-out at Lincoln Cathedral. Additionally, it is interesting as chantry offerings were usually performed after death, so it is possible that this Deed of Composition was intended to be written as part of John Crosby’s will. Therefore, not only does the source tell us about the services at Lincoln Cathedral, but also by extension, offers wider information about chantries and ideas of death in the Middle Ages. 
*
10. Windsor, St George’s Chapel Archives, SGC/XV/80/101 (Acquittance for Payments).[footnoteRef:12] [12:  College of St George, Windsor Castle (2020) Datchet, Buckinghamshire. Acquittance for payments. Available online. [Accessed 27 October 2020].] 

	This source dates from the 27th March 1498. It is an acquittance for payments on behalf of the Dean of Lincoln Cathedral to the Dean of St George’s Chapel, Windsor. The source specifically mentions that the Dean of Lincoln had acquitted the Dean of St George’s Chapel of the payments of the churches at Datchet, Iver, Deddington and Wraysbury. 
Although it is a relatively short source, it is useful in that it is another good example of correspondence between two ecclesiastical centres in the Middle Ages, as well as telling us about how churches operated in the fifteenth-century. Additionally, the source dates from the late 1400s, on the cusp of the printing press, and therefore it may be of value to historians interested in the evolution of handwritten documents to printed materials. 


In terms of future directions towards archival research, I will:
· narrow down the topics that I wish to explore by searching for key terminology, figures, dates and places of interest. 

· use a wide selection of archives, databases and repositories to gain not only knowledge about a particular source, but also of other contextual sources that may support my research.  

· consult accessible databases (such as the British Library) as my first point of call, before using harder to navigate online archives (such as the National Archives). 
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