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Details and Outline

Proposed Title: “Destiny Calls: Fate in Greek & Roman Myths”


Brief Outline of the Project’s Scope and Contents:
(Include Section Headings where appropriate)


Short Stories of Greek/Roman Myths
· Collection of stories from Greek/Roman Mythology, focusing on Fate/Destiny – assembled and edited to have a focus on Destiny by the Author
· Free from copyright, and are in public domain
· Different chapters, focusing on different heroes/events


Book Style
· Hardback – durable and seen as “prestigious”, rather than a throwaway style paperback – fantasy/mythology fanatics would be more likely to buy a hardback book, as they would see it as something “collectable” and a “must-have”
· Illustrations – small pencilled drawings at the start of each chapter/section, showing a prominent scene from the relevant story (e.g. Heracles fighting the Nemean Lion) – Illustrator would be supplied by the Author


Layout/Structure
· Title Page – Book title in centre of page, with Author and illustrator names – Medium-size illustration of Moirae (The Fates) underneath to show focus of novel
· Introduction – brief history of Greek/Roman mythology – relevance/resurgence in recent years – overview of the stories told in the anthology
· Map of Ancient Greece with annotations and paths of heroes – supplied by illustrator
· Table showing transitions of Greek gods’/heroes’ names to their Roman equivalent
· Short “welcome” page for each chapter (with pencil-drawn illustration) – chapter title in the middle, with relevant illustration below
· Between 5-10 Chapters (including: the story of Oedipus and his family, and Jason and the Argonauts) – text laid out in standard novel format – readable font size (11 or 12) so does not appear too “childish” or “academic”
· Appendix – Pronunciation Guide of some difficult to pronounce/relevant characters (e.g. Hephaestus or Polydeuces)






Rationale

Why should your book be published?

With the recent resurgence of Greek/Roman Mythology into the mainstream media (through books such as the Percy Jackson series, or films like Clash/Wrath of Titans, and the world surrounding Wonder Woman in the DC cinematic universe) now is a good time to re-release the original myths of Ancient Greece and Rome into the mainstream, as the interest in them is high. With a focus on the Fate aspect of the stories, which hasn’t been done before, the book is both specialist and general enough that it will not “scare away” potential readers who fear it will be too basic or advanced.




What is its likely audience?

The audience for this anthology would be a mixture of people who already have an interest in Greek/Roman mythology or the fantasy genre and would like something “fresh” to add to their literature collections, or people who have been introduced to the topic (through the means mentioned above) who would like to read more on the subject through an inventive and interesting way.




What are your particular credentials for developing a project of this sort?

As a fan of Greek/Roman mythology and a former student of Classical Civilisations, I have sufficient knowledge in the area to assemble a collection of stories, being able to write as both an enthusiast and an expert.




What other books cover a similar area of interest? How does your book differ from these?

· “The Greek Myths: Stories of the Greek Gods and Heroes Vividly Retold” by Kathryn & Robin Waterfield – While retelling the myths of Ancient Greece, this book has more of an “academic” take on the topic than my anthology would, often speaking from their position as academics, rather than fans. Instead of discussing all matters of Greek mythology like this book does, the proposed anthology would focus on the Fate/Prophecy aspect of Greek and Roman myths, and would allow more description and discussion of this specific topic than the referenced book does.
· “Norse Mythology” by Neil Gaiman – Much like I have noted the recent popularity of Greek/Roman mythology in the mainstream media, Neil Gaiman noticed the surge of interest about  Norse mythology (due partly to Marvel’s cinematic universe) and released an anthology of edited short stories surrounding the myths. Similar to this collection, the proposed anthology will use “witty prose” in order to garner and maintain the readers’ interest. Much like the previous book, however, Gaiman’s Norse Mythology talks generally about its topic, instead of focusing on one specific aspect, something that allows the proposed anthology to stand out enough from the crowd, but also fit within the parameters of the aforementioned books.






What is your projected word count?

[bookmark: _GoBack](Word Count is unknown as of yet, will have to do some research, etc.)

Would you want to include illustrations or any other diagrams?

· Each chapter (story) would be preceded by a chapter title page, which would contain a relevant illustration to do with the upcoming story – they would not contain spoilers of any kind, such as the death of characters, but would detail a well-known scene from the chapter (Jason holding the Golden Fleece, or Aeneas holding his god-made shield)








Introduction and Sample Contents Page are to follow within the next week; I am currently finishing an essay due in this week and attending a family event
