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PART 1
In Wales, there are a host of important policies and documents explaining to students who choose to study in this field the importance of youth work.
Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) is based on the voluntary engagement of young people aged between 11 and 25. The information found in this document is also useful for those working in the youth field. 
There is a lot of information emphasising the importance of voluntary engagement an example of this can be found in Jeffs and Smith (2010) it explains that young people choose to enter into a working relationship with youth workers also choosing when that relationship ends. This information is also backed up in The Youth Work Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government 2019) this also explores the importance of voluntary engagement and the empowerment of the young people we work with.
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PART 2A

This essay will be looking at Youth Work and its importance.  A definition of the purpose of youth work has been made by the CLD Standards Council Scotland they says that it “Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential”. One of the most important things a youth worker needs to establish with young people is a strong trusting relationship this has been examined and explored such as Blacker who said that “a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people’ (2010). Jolly thought the same as Blacker and states that “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (2010, p. 6). Youth workers provide young people with opportunities to learn but in a non-formal and informal way the activities that youth workers use is like tools and just as Harte 2020 page 90 says “they provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning’. 
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Part 2b
 • If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?
This is the act of taking other people’s work and passing it off as your own It is considered theft as the writer takes ideas from a source without giving proper credit to the author. 

 • You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. False
Referencing needs to occur when you use ideas or quotations from some-one else, any information which comes from another source must be referenced to avoid plagiarism.
 • Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. 
I believe this statement to be false, even though Wikipedia is a popular source of information it can be edited by anyone at any time.  This results in the information being unreliable.

•Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 
A quotation is where to take the exact wording from another source and use it in your own work. 
When using a long quotation – more than 30 words please use the format below.
1. Start a new paragraph
2. The paragraph should be indented on both sides
3. Quotation marks are not required
4. At the end of the quotation – In brackets Author’s name, year of publication and page number.   
Schools and colleges work on fixed programmes of learning. Youth Workers are different: they base their work on the young people’s need and interests.
We use this as a starting point to offer young people learning that is relevant to their lives and appropriate to their age, experience and interest. We offer a tailor made service of individual learning pathways.
(Working with Young People, 2005, page 15)

• Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
1. Books
2. Newspapers
3. Academic Journals
4. Internet
5. Current Policies
I would begin by creating a reading list, collate all the relevant information by taking notes.  Structure your assignment and remember to take note of where the information was sourced for your referencing. 

Students’ Perspective on Cyber Bullying
The article written by Patricia W Agatston Ph.D., Robin Kowalski Ph. D and Susan Limber, Ph.D. discusses the impact on cyber bullying and the need for prevention.  The study interviewed high school students to see if they had experienced cyber bullying or had bullied other students themselves.  The study split the groups by gender, and it was discovered that the girls saw cyber bullying as a problem but would rarely discuss this issue or seek help with school personnel.  Much of the bullying happened outside of school hours but still had an impact on their learning.  Although the students were able to suggest strategies to deal with the issue, they were less likely to be aware of the removal of the websites or how to help another student respond to cyber bullying.  The students are very accustomed to technology and are far savvier than most adults making it easier to hide risky behaviour. Most young people that took part in the study owned or had access to a mobile phone and internet at home, as most bullying happened via text this resulted in the students feeling they could not discuss with school personnel as phones were prohibited therefore students were more likely to discuss cyber bullying with parents over school personnel.  The recommendations of the study indicate that schools should allow mobile phones in the school and policies should be implemented to accept the use of technology and that parents and school personnel become accustomed as they feel this issue is only going to increase as technology becomes a bigger part of our day to day lives.  Schools should also embrace this trend and discuss cyber bullying with their students in the classroom allowing their students to understand the impact of cyber bullying on their fellow students.
 
I feel that the study was too small to have an accurate insight into cyber bullying with only 148 students taking part in the study also the students involved half were maybe too young to have a true understanding on the subject.  I would also question why the students were split by gender what relevance this had on the study, would the younger students have felt more comfortable if the groups were split by age – the students might have felt more comfortable to talk with peers of their own age.  The article is written in a formal manner with objective language with no opinion, judgement or emotion.  The article is aimed at an academic audience.

The study is obviously now out of date (2007) and more recent studies show Over half of the UK's 12- to 15-year-olds have faced some form of bullying, including Cyberbullying over the last year. Research by the National Centre for Social Research found that 47% of young people reported being bullied at the age of 14. The same study showed that girls are more likely to be bullied, than boys, in that same age group.  This statistic is represented in a lot of the work youth worker’s practice.  As the article suggested that schools should implement policies to protect young people from Cyber bulling this is now standard practice in all schools, with technology being such a huge part of our day to day lives and social media at the forefront schools have had to adapt.  An anti-cyberbullying Act was passed through Parliament in 2015 the purpose of this Act is to provide safer communities by creating administrative and court processes that can be used to address and prevent cyberbullying.
Although the study is small it does show an insight to how our modern day would be almost all children in secondary education have a mobile phone and are able to use in schools, the issues continue, and pupils still experience cyber-bullying.  This has a significant impact on our young people and the responsibility of youth workers.  
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