Polysemy Analysis of "4:"(Shéng)

Module code: SICH3011
Module tutor: Prof.Liu,Ya-Fen
Student name: Min Zheng
Student ID number: 2503167
Date: 18 November 2025



Shéng)

. Mgdulefcode SICH3011 ”’

; '*""{ " g Sy : % - Module thtO[‘i PrthLtuYé Fen .
S Leth, SN Ed ~ Student name: Min Zheng
BT L * Student ID number: 2503167
- Date: 18 November 2025

s



Table of Contents

1. Introduction to the Character
Form of "Sheng" (&)

3.Semantic Network Diagram of
the Character "Sheng" (&)

S.Comparison of "Sheng"
(4£) Between East and West

Image Source: http://xhslink.com/o/2GRpoNxfpZo

2.Introduction to Common

Semantic Categories

4.Analysis of Semantic
Boundaries of "Sheng"

6.Conclusion

(£




Introduction to the Character

Form of "Sheng" (%)




D

Original Meaning of "Sheng” (ZE)

It means "to grow, to advance".
The character depicts plants

Oracle Bone Script {Jia 200), sprouting from the soil. All
Shang Dynasty characters related to "growth"

are derived from &

(R fET) © EWR, RMARS ‘t
T F. NEZBENE. AR,
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Image Source: https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/char?fontcode=42.EC57, http://xhslink.com/o/3wq99Q4wnjt
1 HandianjZEH <https://www.zdic.net/hans/%E7%94%9F> [accessed 14 November 2025].
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Oracle Bone Silu Ding z= /#
Script (Jia (Bronze Script),
200), Shang Early Western
Dynasty Zhou Dynasty

Image Source: https://xiaoxue.iis.sinica.edu.tw/yanbian?kaiOrder=265

Shuihudi Bamboo Xi Ping Stone

Slips 10.1 Classics, Shangshu
(Clerical Script),  Pangeng (Clerical
Qin Dynasty Script), Eastern

Han Dynasty



Introduction to Common Semantic
Categories



Category

Extended
Meaning

Extended
Meaning

Extended
Meaning

Extended
Meaning

Abstract
meaning

Abstract
meaning

Explanation

Life growing

Students referred to as "Shéng"

Not yet ripe

The strange or unfamiliar referred to as
'shéng'.

Life

inborn

Examples

reproduction £85. 258

pupil. student 24

The fruit is not yet ripe.

== P4 =}
RERAPLA

strangeness fE4E

The remainder of one's life §34E

She is naturally gentle and courteous.

R ERNEE,




Semantic Network Diagram of the
Character "Sheng" (&)




Semantic Network

Diagram of the
Character "Sheng"
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Reproduction
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Birth Innate Traits at Birth: Innate, Inborn Disposition
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Emergence of New Things

MEIESE

Produce, Generate

i, B

Production
dE

Strange
bE&E

New Word

Sheng: Plants growing

New, Immature And Unfamiliar

BREERRERARY

&)

Greenhand

BEXER

4F
Eat Raw

&0z
Life Vitality
Fap s
Symbol of Survival Survival
FERIE $1z
Liveliness
i
New Life Full of Hope Student
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Growth
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Generate Interest
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Analysis of Semantic Boundaries
of "Sheng" (4)




[s the character "Sheng" (Z) in the word
hood") an

"Shengji" (45T, meaning "liveli

extended meaning or a metaphorica.

Image Source: http://xhslink.com/o/5TI6NEwg7eY. http://xhslink.com/o/1jLr68RiYvl

. meaning?




Analysis of Semantic Boundaries of "Sheng" (4) : The
Case of "Livelithood"

Breakdown of "Shengji" (4E5T)
“ZF”= Survival (core meaning: maintaining life)

”‘-|'” Planning / Means (core meaning: ways to achieve a
goal)

Overall Definition:
The ways to sustain one’s daily life.
Translated as ‘livelihood



"Shengj

l

e

==1)  in Archaic Phonology Micro Mirror —
Representing an Extended Meaning

Pressed by life, he had to seek ways everywhere to make a

living.

(People's Literature, 1979, No. 2: "

BAE

SR TS, R

AL

NS

EARIEE, A

Thus, "Sheng" here 1s an extended sense, linking back to its
original meaning of plant growth and life survival.

And when "sheng" and "shengji" are combined, 1t means
"the way to sustain a person's daily life", which is translated
as "livelihood."

2 Hanyu Da Cidian J&5E KGR/ H, <http://www.kaom.net/book_hanyudacidian8.php> [accessed 14 November 2025].




Metaphorical Meaning of "Shengji"- Lakoff

The entire family worked hard to make a living. Since childhood, I have
deeply understood the pr1nc:1ple that "every grain 1s hard-won."3

”é%‘d\t_",T_fﬂ L, B/NDERZEEE [RAEEE] pyEE

3 Academia Sinica Balanced Corpus of Modern Chinese o5 f- IR EE I EZER E | <http://asbc.iis.sinica.edu.tw/index_readme.htm>
[accessed 14 November 2025].



Image Source: http://xhslink.com/o/5TI6NEwg7eY. http://xhslink.com/o/1jLr68RiYvl



Metaphorical Meaning of "Shengji" (45T) - Lakoff

Life Growth (Source Domain)

Economic Activities for Livelihood
(Target Domain)

Life resists external invasion

(e.g.,insect pest,diseases)
Growth - Youth - Adulthood

Plants need sunlight and water to
grow

Life has adaptability

Making a living resists competition,
unemployment.

Start - Development - Stable income stage

Making a living requires skills and resources

Livelihood needs time to explore and adjust




Life Growth
(Source Domain)

Economic Activities
for Livelihood
(Target Domain)

Adulthood

. _ Career Development
Start (Resume Submission & Interviews) (working hard stage) Stable income stage

Image Source: http://xhslink.com/o/1SUQuUkufVs | http://xhslink.com/o/2jRH9EAMS5HY. http://xhslink.com/o/4mdX9fe2F9c, http://xhslink.com/o/1P6UAigXvin



Life Growth
(Source Domain)

| | |

Economic Activities
for Livelihood

&0
&

(Target Domain)

|

Making a living requires skills and resources

Image Source: http://xhslink.com/o/1TCP38wWA8Rq. http://xhslink.com/o/GTK8lhm7Qq. http://xhslink.com/o/XWfNBAIljaC. http://xhslink.com/o/5ImFb8keKRc.
https://www.flaticon.com/search?word=money. https://www.flaticon.com/search?word=tools, https://www.flaticon.com/search?word=address%20book
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Comparison of "Sheng" (4
Between East and West



Comparison of "Sheng" (ZE) Between East and West

East West
f3i8 youdao

LEH A&kt Tad—%E -, G K- 5/ @ TBR4LL2 > TH

AT 4 (&
= s 4 o
2.AE - AF o (F - KRB AR) ¢ "FEBECEBRAEFLE-GES
(RIR#) @ "TELRTREC  FELFEEL o, & accrue; unripe; give birth to; grow; crude
3.4 EA s TAERY ~ TAEM, - TERARES o (2% RA=F) & production; manufacture; yield; give birth to a ch...
"RUAER - ARPR L E o AEH (B) ¥ TrEBBRRAL > RS
g o 45F  live: life; livelihood: exist
A AT EF o TEXEWMRLE, o 4B generate; create; produce
S.HE - MAl o TEFAE, ~ "HRXAHMIERRT <. ! £¥  biology
.
. /_— .
A single character “ZE” can take on A single Western word tends to have one
different meanings depending on the context. meaning, which is more straightforward.

Image Source: https://dict.revised.moe.edu.tw/dictView.jsp?ID=9046&q=1&word=%E7%94%9F. https://dictbeta.youdao.com/result?word=%E7%94%9F&lang=en
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